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NEAR 1rJEST SIDE CONSERVATION SURVEY

SITE OCCUPANT SURVEY OF CLEARANCE LIVING UNITS

INTRDUCTION

This report s'Uarizes the results of a survey of the li vlng units and
thei occupants in structures tentatively suggested for demolition in the Near
West Side Urban Renewal Project. After studying the results of a structure sur-
vey that obtained informtion about the physical condition of buildings in the
area (Part A of this report), and after taking into account the needs of the
communi ty in terms of improved public and institutional facilities, the Community
Conservation Board planning staff drew up a tentative plan for renewal of the
area. These plans call for the razing of certain buildings in addition to the
rehabili tation of others. In order to learn the fuller implications of this
tentative plan, and to obtain information needed to carry out the relocation of
the occupants of sites to be cleared, a survey of residents of the planned clear-
ance areas was made.

The tentative renewal plan called for the razing of structures (both resi-
dential and. nonresidential) for four reasons:

(a) Slum Clearance Some structures in the community have reached a
stage of physical deterioration where it is no longer economically feasible to
rehabili tate them. These structures are the slums that have already formed in
the area. The renewal plan specifies that they be removed as a part of the pro-ject. This category also includes some structures that are not blighted, but
which are located immediately adjacent to blighted buildings and which are in-
cluded in the category because they must be cleared to create a parcel suffici-
ently large for residential re\ se.

(b) Deleterious Clearance These are residential structures that are
located in sections of the neighborhoods that are planned for nonresidential
use, or nonresidential structures (light industry, warehouses , etc. ) that are
located in sections of the neighborhood which, according to the plan, should
be all-residential. The renewal plan for this clearance is based on the prin-
ciple that such unlike land uses as homes or apartment buildings and factories
or warehouses have deleterious effects on each other by virtue of different
needs and functions. It is feared that improvements and rehabilitation efforts
might well be wasted or short-lived if these blighting factors are not corrected.

(0) Environmental Clearance The structure survey provided evidence
that there were certain environmental 6i tuations in the community that needed
correction, independently of the condition of the structures. involved. These
were chiefly residential buildings facing heavily travelled streets, buildings
on lots overcrowded by structures, and residential structures facing on alleys
or without direct access to the street. Where other remedies, such as reducing
traffic on the abutting streets , were not possible wi thin the framework of the
plan, the need for clearance of some of the structures was apparent. They are
chiefly the structures facing those streets which the plan indicates will be
the main traffic arteries.



-2-

(d) Community Facilities Clearance The tentative renewal plan calls
for improving and expanding the community facilities. It is deemed that the
existing street, school, park, and other public, institutional facilities are
inadequate to serve the commity at the level desired. There is an extremely
serious traffic problem, in which residential streets are being used as thor-
oughfares by trucks and automobiles tryng to escape the congestion of the main
traffic arteries. The plan calls for closing certain streets and a widening of
Racine Avenue in order to accommodate this traffic from the residential streets.

The number of structures and the number of living units contained in each
of the four clearance categories and in each of the community facility sub-
classes is as follows:

Number! Per cent
Reason for clearance I Living i LivingStructures

. t structures un 

Total 630 , 908 lOa. 0 100.

Slum clearance l83 543 29. 28.

Deleterious clearance 127 307 20. 15.
Environmental clearance 263 11.3 14.
Communi ty facilities clearance 249 795 39. 41.9

Parks and public schools l02 327 16. l7. 7

Racine street widening 279 14. 15.
Shopping and institutional 189

Actual count, derived from the structure survey.

Slums and deleterious structures may fall wi thin areas contemplated for
environmental or community facilities clearance. In all tabulations, however
these slum and deleterious properties are excluded from totals for either com-
muni ty facility or environmental areas and appear only in slum clearance and
deleterious clearance category totals, respectively.

The renewal plan anticipates the clearance of 630 structures, containing
908 living unts, and involving an estimated 6 350 persons. Of this amount

60 per cent of the structures, 58 per cent of the living units, and 3, 800 per-
sons are earmarked for clearance or relocation to remove slums, or deleterious
mixtures of land use, and to improve the environment to desired levels. The
remainder is scheduled to be cleared in order to provide the parks and public
schools , the shopping and institutional facilities, and the improvement of the
traffic situation needed.

The Federal urban renewal program requires the City of Chicago to assume
responsibili ty for relocating the famlies that occupy the structures to berazed. This relocation should cause as li tle inconvenience and hardship to the
relocated famlies as possible. In order to plan a relocation program that would
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satisfy the requirements of the law and to meet the needs of the relocated fami-
lies, the Community C0l1serva tion Board authorized this "Site Occupant Survey
of living units in buildings tentatively considered for demolition. It was also
expected that this survey vJOuld provide detailed information about the living
units and occupants of each of the clearance programs , in order that, if the
plans had to be changed or curtailed for any reason, a more intelligent decision
could be made concerning "which program could be changed by how much at what
cas t. II

Whereas the structure survey (Part A) was conducted as a 100 per cent in-
spection of every structure , the site occupant survey was conducted as a sample
survey. A sample of 366 living units was drawn from the 1 , 908 living units
planned for clearance. The sampling fraction was changed for each of the types
of clearance in such a way that moderately reliable statistics would be obtained
for each type of clearance as well as for the entire clearance program as a
whole. The average frequency of sampling was about one in five. This is a suf-
ficiently large sample to provide very adequate information about the clearance
program as a whole, generally trustworthy information about each of the four
major parts of the program, and rough indications about each of the three com-
munity facilities programs. Appendix A contains a statement of the procedure
followed for drawing the sample and a copy. of the forms and instructions used
in interviewing the occupants of living units that fell in the sample.

The following sections present the findings of this survey.
is divided into three parts , as follows:

The analysis

Part A.
Part B.
Part C.

Characteristics of the Living Units
Characteristics of the Occupants
Problems of Relocation

Each of these sections deals with several topics. Each topic is discussed brief-
ly; this discussion is intended to serve as a quick report of the principal find-
ings, and also to introduce the reader to the statistical tables (which follow
the textual material) from which he can learn additional details, The statis-
tics for each section have been prepared in such a way that they represent the
best estimate of what would be found in each part of the clearance area if a
lOa per cent survey were to be taken. It should be kept in mind, however, that
the items are subject to sampling variation, and hence are only approximations
of a true count.

PART A. TI CHARACTERISTICS OF LIVING UNITS IN CLEARANCE AREAS
Tables 1 (numetical distribution) and l-A (summar information) follow-

ing these notes J report selected characteristics of the structures and of living
uni ts in the structures suggested for clearance in the Near West Side area. The
structure survey did not involve an inspection of individual living units in the
buildings, but confined itself to the exterior, basement, halls , and public
space s. Therefore, several items of informtion were collected about the living
uni t itself in the site occupant survey in order to learn more about the living
condi tions in the buildings planned for clearance. Statistics concerning living
uni ts are reported for 12 items in Table l. Each item is discussed below.



ITE H- Present Use of Structures '!is information was abstracted from the
100 per cent structure survey, and is presented here to permit the

reader to know how the buildings planned for clearance are now being used. 
the 630 clearance structures, 390 (6l. 9 per cent) are completely residentialwhile an additionall41 (22. 4 per cent) are mied residential and commercial.
There are 45 all-commercial and 33 all-industrial structures planned for clear-ance. In four structures residence is mixed with industry, and in 17 others
the present use is institutional, unknown (vacant buildings), or other.

The clearance of structures in "Wich residence is mixed with commerce
or industry is primarily a part of the environmental clearance and the deleter-
ious clearance programs, "Wile slum clearance priarily affects residential
structures. By coincidence, the clearance for parks and playgrounds and for
the Racine street widening would also remove a considerable number of structures
in which commerce and residence are mied. The planned clearance for shopping
and institutional facilities is scheduled for an area that is now almost entire-
ly residential.

ITEM B- sica1 Condition of Structures The structure survey rated each'6lding according to a five-fold classification: IIBlighted " "NearBlighted, II "Major Rehabilitation " IIMinor Rehabilitation
" and ''Non-problem. II

This rating was tabulated for each of the buildings in the clearance program
and is reported as Item H-2 in Table 1. The slum clearance program removes allof the "blightedIJ structures in the entire Near West Side A.rea. It is a se-
lective clearance program aimed at razing such buildings.

'!e structures in the deleterious clearance program are, by and large
in good physical condi tion--70 per cent are in the llminor rehabili tationll cate-
gory. As indicated earlier, their removal is desired to unscramble mixed land
use rather than because of physical deterioration. In about 65 per cent of the
cases, the environmental clearance program will remove buildings that are in
poor physical condi tion--ei th er near blighted or in need of maj or rehabili ta tion.
The clearance for commty facilities will remove buildings that, in about 70
per cent of the instances , require only minor rehabili ta tion; in the remander
of cases the buildings are either in need of major rehabilitation or are near,
blighted. The statistics for this item are taken from the structure survey,
and hence are a 100 per cent count and represent rather exactly the physical
condi tion of the structures planned for clearance.

ITEH H-3 Number of Rooms in Living Units The average living unit in the
ructures to be razed contains four rooms. However, this is only

an average. Thrty-six per cent of the living unts had fewer than four roomsand 36 per cent had more. There are comparatively few extremely small and even
fewer extremely large living units , however. Only about six per cent of the
living units had one room--an estimated 107 units, "Wile there are only about
45 living units with seven rooms or more.

The slum clearance structures contain living units of all sizes
, but the

greatest emphasis is upon the four and five room unts. The deleterious clear-
ance group contains an unusually high proportion of single-room units and a
shortage of un ts with five rooms or more. In the community facilities group
there are fewer single-room units and more five-room unts than in the othergroups. This emphasis upon larger unts is most notable among the unts to 
cleared for parks and public schools and for shopping and institutional clear-
ance , a1 though the excess is not large. The Racine street widening, on the other



hand, wi tend to remove a concentration of three-room living unts. 1
ITEM H- Running Water in Living Units . None of the living units were without

ater available somewhere in the building. In 84 per cent of the cases
hot and cold runing water were both available in the unt for the exclusive use of.
the occupants. In the remaining 16 per cent of cases there was either (a) cold
water available in the unit and hot water available elsewhere--7l units, (b) cold

water available in the unit with no hot water available--l03 unts , or (c) no water
in the unit but hot and cold water available elsewhere in the building--128 units.

At least some of this latter group represent single rooms intended only for sleep
rather than for general living quarters.

The slum clearance buildings have poorer facilities in this respect than any
other group. In 24 per cent of these living units the tenants must either heat their
own water on a stove or else go outside the unit to obtain it. The situation in the
environmental clearance and the deleterious clearance areas is not a great deal bet-
ter (20 per cent and 18 per cent, respectively, have inadequate ruing water facil-
ities). In the areas to be cleared for communty facilities, 92 per cent of the
units have hot and cold water in the unit.

ITE H- Flush Toilet. All of the living units have a flush toilet available
somewhere in the building, but in l7 per cent of the cases it is shared

with the occupants of other living units. The shared-toilet arrangement was much
more common in the deleterious clearance units than elsewhere in the clearance area.
This is due in part to the larger proportion of single-room units in these struc-
tures (see Section H-3). In the community facilities clearance areas there "\reless
shared-toilet arrangements than elsewhere in the clearance areas.

ITE H Bathtub or Shower in Living Units. In six per cent of the living units
units there were no facilities for bathing anywhere in the buildi

and in an additional l7 per cent (Jl7 uni ts) the bath or shower was shared vd 
other residents. Lack of bathing facilities was most common in the slum clearance
un ts, and shared bathing facilities were most common in the deleterious clearance
areas. Lack of bathing facilities and sharing of bathing facilities was least com-
mon among the communty facilities clearance units , although the differences . between
these units and the other clearance units were not great.

sible to

Sumary of Plumbing Facilities in Living Units . By combining the infor-
mation for runing water, flush toilet, and bathtub or shower it is pos-

make an overall classification of plumbing facilities, as follows:

a. All facilities present, occupant has exclusive useb. All facilities present in structure, occupant shares
one or morec. One or more fa ci li ties not available in the structure

ITEM H-

Item H-7 of Table 1 presents such a sumary for the various clearance groups. A
little more than three-fourths of the units (75. 7 per cent) have all plumbing facil-
i ties present and the occupant has exclusive use. In l8 per cent of the cases there
is sharing, and in six per cent there is lack of at least one facility. (In most
cases this is either hot water or a bath or shower. Lack of facilities is most
common in the slum clearance, the environmental clearance, and the Racine street
widening units. Shared facilities are most common in the deleterious clearance
uni ts which, as has already been pointed out, has a concentration of single-room
uni ts 

lAmong the living units for which the intervewers were unable to obtain information,
it is known that there was a disproportionately greater number of single-room unts.
The statistics therefore have a small bias in the direction of underreporting the
number of siYlgle-room units. It is entirely possible that as much as seven or
eight per cent of the living unts are single-room. If true , this means that the
percentages in Table 1 for unts with two rooms or more are slightly too large.



ITE H- Interior Decoration of Living Units As a test of the degree to which
the buildings are being maintained, a question was asked

, "

Have the
walls of your living room been painted or papered wi thin the past two years? 

, at whose expense--yours or the landlord' 5?" Almost one-fourth (23. 4 per cent)
of the living units had not been redecorated wi thin the past two years. An ad-
ditional one-fourth (26. 4 per cent) had been decorated, but at the expense of the
tenant. The remaining one-half had been decorated by the owner. One-fifth of
the units decorated by owners were owner-occupied. Of all renter-occupied
living units, only 44 per cent had been painted or papered within the last two
years at the landlord's expense, and of all renter-occupied unts that had been
redecorated, 40 per cent of the redecoration was done at the tenant's expense.
Although this information caMot be interpreted as a measure of absolute neglect
of maintenance, it is indicative. In order to be maintained, living units must
be redecorated every other year, or every third year, at the very least. This
means that uner ideal conditions, loa per cent of the units would have been
redecorated within the past two years. If redecoration were occurring every
third year, then 67 per cent should have been redecorated in the past two years.

Lack of redecoration was most prevalent among the slum clearance units.
Here, only slightly more than one-third of the units had been painted or papered
in the past two years at the owner' s expense--the tenants did considerably more
interior redecorating than the landlords. This implies that (a) some landlords
apparently slacken their maintenance of living units as the building deteriorates
and (b) the residents of slum buildings are as interested in maintaining their
living quarters as other citizens, for the proportion of results of slum clear-
ance units who had redecorated their units at their own expense was above the
average proportion for all clearance unts.

Among the deleterious clearance and the environmental clearanceuni ts the
situation was somewhat brighter, but not a great deal; in no case did the pro-
portion of units decorated at the owner's expense reach 60 per cent. Even in
the communi ty facilities clearance group, a lack of interior maintenance was
evident. On an average, only 87 per cent of these units had been redecorated
and 30 per cent of this had been done by the tanants at their own expense. The
proposed clearance for shopping and insti tu tional facilities group provides an
interesting and unusual situation. One-fourth of the urii ts had not been deco-
rated at all, but tenant-activity to provide their ovm maintenance was much low-
er than elsewhere.

ITEM H-9 Tenure and Occupancy of Living Units . By far the majority of the
11 ving units are tenant-occupied 3 per cent). Ovmer-occupied

units are 12 per cent of all unts. Only a negligible number are occupied
rent-free (this is indicative of the marked lack of "building engineers" or
maintenance men in the larger apartment buildings , who usually occupy rent-free). About five per cent of the units were vacant and for rent and an addi-
tional one per cent were vacant and not for rent or with no information about
availability for rent. Owner-occupancy is somewhat less frequent among the slum
clearance, deleterious clearance, and environmental clearance groups than among
the community facilities clearance groups. The vacancy rate is extraordinarily
high among the deleterious clearance group.
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I H- Rent Per Month Rent was computed for these units as follows: For
unurnished units, the total rent reported minus utility costs (if

any) was used. For furnished units, 15 per cent of the total rent reported was
deducted as compensation for the furishings in addition to deductions for
utilit.y costs.

The average living unit in the area rents for fifty to sixty dollars per
month. However, some units rent for as low as $30 or less (seven per cent) and
some rental unts rent for $90 or more (seven per cent). The great majority are
clustered in the range from forty to seventy dollars. Compared with city-wide
rent levels, this is very economical rent. But it must be kept in mind that
these rents are for structures that are considered substandard or undesirable
in a high proportion of cases. It is an interesting fact that rents are no
lower in the slum clearance group than in the other clearance groups . In fact
the median rent for these most deteriorated buildings is slightly above the
median rental for all of the clearance buildings. The highest rentals are
found not in the community facilities clearance areas (where the structures
are least deteriorated), but in the environmental clearance area, which (as is
shown below) is an area inhabited by Nencan, Puerto Rican, and Negro famlies.

ITEM H-ll. Median Rent by Size of Unit Rent comparisons are sometimes made
by comparing living units of the same size or on a per-room basis

rather than on a per-living unit basis in order to control differences in the
size of the living quarters. Statistics for the median rent of one-room, two-
room, three-room, etc. units in each of the four major clearance areas are re-
ported as Item H-ll. By dividing these statistics by the number of rooms , in-
formation on rent per room may be obtained. From these statistics it may be
learned that when the number of rooms is controlled, the slum-clearance and
deleterious clearance areas emerge clearly as low-rent areas for units with
four rooms or less , and especially for unts with one or two rooms. The en-
vironmental clearance areas have high rents, in compari son with the other area
even when the factor of size is controlled. Small living units in the community
facilities clearance areas bring high rentals, in comparison with the other
areas, but large living units in these areas have lower rentals than the other
areas.

Wi thin each area, rent per room declines steadily with 0 nly a few excep-
tions , as the size of the living unit increases. The greatest dispa ity between
rent per room for small units and for large units is found in the slum clearance
and the environmental clearance areas.

ITEM H- Persons Per Room Occupied Living Units . An average of l. O person
per room is considered the maximum desirable for adequate living

by many housing experts, and an average of 1. 5 or more persons per room is indic-
ative of serious overcrowding. By these standards, crowding exists in 23 per
cent of the households, and serious crowding is found in 15 per cent. Extremely
serious crowding, with two or more persons per room, is found in five per cent
of the living units. However measured, crowding is far worse in the environ-
mental clearance and the deleterious clearance areas than in the slum clearance
areas. In the environmental clearance areas there is serious overcrowding in
27 per cent of the living units, and very serious overcrowding in II per cent.
In the community facilities clearance areas, crowding is much less prevalent
than in the other three clearance groups.
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PART B. THE CHARACTERISTICS OF OCCUPANTS OF LIVING UNITS IN CLEARANCE ARE

Tables 2 (numerical distribution) and 2-A (sumary information), follow-
ing these notes, report selected items of information concerning the occupants
of living units in clearance areas. The 2l items covered in these tables are
discussed below.

ITEM P- Population. An estimated popula;tion of 6 346 persons was living in
the units planned for clearance. This population was divided among

the various clearance types as follows:

Clearance Tye of
Total -

. . . . . .

Population, 1957

346

, 81l
966
021
548

Per cent

Parks and public schools

. .

Racine street widening

. .

Shopping and ins ti tu tional 

056
830
662

lOO.

28.
l5.
l6.
40.

l6.
13.
10.

Slum clearance

. . . . . . 

Deleterious clearance

. . . .

Environmental clearance

. . . .

Commtmi ty facilities clearance

The age composition of this population is somewhat younger than the city
of Chicago as a whole. This may be seen by comparing the four broad age groups
shown in Table 2 wi th the census age distribution for Chicago in 1950:

Clearance unts
Near lest Side Ci ty 

Age group 1957 Chicago 1950 Difference

Total 100. lOa. 0 100.
Pre-school (0-5 years) l2. 10. + 2.
School age (6-l8 years) . 22. 15. + 6.
Working age (l9-65 years) 58. 66. - 7.
Retirement age (65 years

and over - 1.3

Infants and school-age children comprise a larger proportion of the popu-
lation in the clearance households than in the city population generally.

The slum clearance units tend to have fewer infants and more retired peo-
ple than the other clearance units. The youngest age composition is in the en-
vironmental clearance group. However, the age composition of all the areas is
quite similar to that of t e others, and not too dissimilar from the general age
composi tion of Chicago City.
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ITEM P- Type of Occupancy of Occupied Living Units. A total of l 807 of the

, 90 living units were occupied at the tin of the survey. Of these
the great majority were occupied by husband-wife famlies, living with children
(if they had any). Such Hnormal" families comprised 75. 5 per cent of all living
uni ts. In ine per cent of the households there were no families; the living
unit was occupied by single persons or by two persons living together. (There
were no instances of two 1mrelated persons jointly sharing an apartment; each
instance of two unrelated persons living together appeared to be a single person
taking in a lodger.

One family in ten is a "broken" family, consisting of a divorced or wid-
owed parent living with a child; five per cent are famiJies consisting of other
combinations of relatives, such as brother and sister, an aunt and niece, etc.

In the households conta.ining a primary family, eight per cent also con-
tained a subfamily. An example of a subfamily is a child and his or her spouse
living in the household of a parent, where the parent is conceded to be the head
of the famly and of the household. In many of these cases, the heads of the
households are elderly widowed parents who own the homes and have a married son
or daughter living vii th them.

The households in the clearance areas contain almost no secondary fami-
lies-- that is, the family of a lodger, servant, or other person not related to
the head.

In six per cent of the households, a parent or parent-in-law of the head
was present. It proved to be extremely difficult to differentiate between the
families containing a subfamily and households containing parents or parents- in-
law, for in many cases it appeared as if the elderly person was named as head out
of deference to his years and to the fact. that he owned the house. In many cases
the son or son-in-law was the chief breadwinner, but was not named as head, while
in other cases (often where his wife was the respondent) the elderly parent was
named as a parent of the head rather than as the head.

There was only a moderate degree of variation concerning type of famly
from one clearance group to another. Among the slum clearance units there tended
to be a higher proportion of single-person units and also of broken families than
in the other types of clearance areas.

rTEN P-3 !ace and Nationality of Occupants The occupants of these households
were very diverse in ethnic and racial background. About 65 per cent

of the population was white , excluding Spanish-speaking population. Nineteen
per cent were of Mexican ancest , 4.6 per cent were Puerto Rican, l. 5 per cent
was other Spanish. This totaled to 25. 0 per cent of the population that was
Spanish-speaking or of Spanish ancestry. Negroes comprised 9. 4 per cent of the
total.

The Hexican population was concentrated primarily in the slum clearance
the environmental clearance , and the Racine .street widening programs. The Puerto
Rican population was found primarily in the deleterious clearance and the en-

vironmental clearance areas. The environmental clearance areas were more than
one-half Spanish-speaking--51 per cent. Negroes were concentrated largely in
the slum clearance and the environmental clearance areas. Thus, the environ-
mental clearance areas contained only 30 per cent white, non-Spanish population.
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In the community facilities clearance areas for parks and schools, the
proportion of foreign born (largely Italian) population is much higher, and the
proportion of Negro and Spanish-speaking population is moderately small.

SeJt and Mad tal Status of the Head In 88 per cent of the living
uni ts a male was head, while female heads of household were found in

l2 per cent. All but a small fraction of the male household heads were married.
In about two-thirds of the households with a female head, the head was widowed
and the remaining cases were separated or divorced. Households in the slum
clearance and in the Racine street widening programs had female heads more fre-
quently than other clearance households.

ITEJV p- Relationship of Occupants to Owner. In this area, it is rather common
for a tenant to be related to the o mer. A person may own a building

and rent an apartment to a son, or may provide an apartment at reduced rent to a
widow.ed or divorced daughter, to an elderly parent, or to another relative. 
the clearance areas , ten per cent of the living units are occupied by renters
who are related to the mmers of their building. This is least common in the
slura clearance and most common in the areas scheduled for community facilities
clearance. The factor of relationship to O TIer may account in part for the low
levels of rent found in this entire area.

ITEJ1 p- Number of Persons in the Living Unit Although the living units in
this area contain more persons, on an average, than units elsev-Jhere

in the city, the difference in size is not as great as might have been antici-
pated. The median number of persons per household in this area is 3. 7, whereas
in the City of Chicago as a whole in 1950 it was 3. 2. A part of this difference
is due to the greater number of infants and children, discussed above. Thus
there appears to be comparatively little acute crowding--even ffaong the slum
clearance units. The greatest congestion appears to be among the environmental
clearance living units, where an average of 4. 6 persons per living unit is found.
As has already been pointed out, this area is predominantly Spanish-speaking with
a large Negro population also. In this area there are many households with seven
or more persons.

About one-third of the households to be cleared contain three persons
and 58 per cent contain three persons or fewer. Only 5. 5 per cent of all house-
holds contain seven persons or more , except, as noted above , in the environmental
clearance area and the slum clearance area.

ITEM P-7 Number of Children of Preschool Age (0-5 Years) in the Living Unit
There was estimated to be a total of 11 children of preschool age

in the clearance area. However, there were no preschool children at all in 72
pe r cent of the living uni ts . Abou t l7 per cent of the units contained one
child; seven per cent contained two; and four per cent contained three or more.
The greatest concentration of preschool children, in proportion to the number of
living units, is found in the environmental clearance area. Again this is a re-
flection of the ethnic composition of this area.

ITEM p- Number of Children of School Age (6-l8 Years) in the Living Uni 
In the clearance units as a whole there are an estimated 1 chil-

dren of school age. This is an average of 0. 8 child per living unit. But in
more than one-half of the living units (57 per cent) there are no children of
school age. This is a consequence of the fact that many units are occupied by
single persons, childless couples, couples whose children have grown up and de-
parted, or by couples whose children are not yet of school age. About 22 per cent
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of the liv"ing units have one school-age child; l2 per cent have two, five per
cent have three, and four per cent have four or more. TI1e enviror ental clearance
area has a lower proportion of living units with no school children, and a higher
proportion ,vi th two and three school children than the other areas.

ITEM P- Number of Persons 65 Years of Age and Older in 1i ving Units About
six per cent of the population in these :i'iying units is years of

age or older (378 persons). As has already been pointed out, this is below the
proportion in the United States and in the City of Chicago. Contrary to what
might have been expected, these clearance units are occupied predominantly by
adults of working age , ,vi th children of school age. There are one or more per-
sons 65 years of age in only l7 per cent of the living units. Thirteen per cent
of the households contain one such person, alld four per cent contain two.

ITEM P- Number of Persons in Living Unit Attending School The number of
persons in school is very nearly equal to the nllmber of children of

school age (see Item P-8). The difference between the two is that Item P- IO ex-
cludes persons of school age (6-l8 years) who have dropped out of school and in-
cludes persons 19 years of age and over who are still attending school. The
llIDlber of persons actually in school is about three per cent greater than the
number of persons 6-l8 years of age, and is due to the attendance at high school
and college of young adults. There is no evi.dence that school attendance rates
are any lower in the slum clearance areas than in the other clearance areas.

ITEM P- . Number of Persons in the Primary Famly Item P-p reported the
nuber of persons in living units. This item reports the number of

persons in primary famlies (groups related by blood, marriage, or adoption)
living together as a famly. There are 1 538 living units occupied by primary
families , and approximately one-half of tilese (55 per cent) consist of two or
three members. Four-member famlies are about 20 per cent of all famlies.
Families containing seven or more members are quite rare--about six per cent of
all families. TIle largest families are found in the slum clearance , environ-
mental clearance, and deleterious clearance areas. In the community facilities
clearance areas a much higher proportion of famlies fall in the two- three-or
four member groups.

ITEM P- Work-school Status of Living Unit Head. In all but l6 per cent of
the living units, the head was either working, attending school, orboth. In only a small fraction of the living units was the head attending school

(l. O per cent). The 16 per cent of cases in which the head was not working are
primarily cases of reti.red persons, female heads who cannot work because of young
children, and a few unemployed persons. These proportions did not vary a great
deal from one type of clearance area to another, although a slightly higher pro-
portion of heads were not working in the slum clearance, environmental clearance
parks and public school clearance, and Racine Avenue widening them in the dele-
terious clearance , or the shopping center clearance.

ITEJvI P- Number of Working Persons in the Primary Family In six per cent of
the families , no person was working. These were households where the

major breadwinner had retired and the famly was living off a pension or where
a member of the family other than the head was the principal breadwinner. In al-
most exactly one-half of the families there was one earner only, "Wile in 37 per
cent of the famlies there were two earners. Three earners were found in seven
per cent of the families. These three-earner instances were largely cases of a
relati ve, such as a brother, nephew, or cousin of the head residing in a house-
hold -vmere both the head and his wife, or the head and his son were employed.
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It. is debatable whether such third earners contribute more or less to the family
income than would a lodger or boarder. The slum clearance and the enviror ental
clearance areas contained more living units without an earner than the other
areas.

1 p- 14. Major Occupation Group of Principal Breadwinner. The principal

---- 

breadwinner of each household was identifieClon the basis of the
income in 1956 , if there "Was a doubt as to which worker to consi der the chiefearner. The occupations of these persons were classified according to the
categories of the 19.50 census. Residents of the clearance areas were primarily
workers in the "blue collar" occupations: operatives, service workers , crafts-
men, and unskilled laborers. There tVBre almost no professional, and many fewer
other "white collar" workers than in the Oi ty of Chicago I s general population.
This emphasis upon the less skilled and more manual jobs is greatest in the
slum clearance, environmental clearance , and deleterious clearance areas, and
least in the community facilities clearance areas.

ITEH p- Najor Industry Group of Principal Breadwinner Four types of in-
dustries provide the employment for residents of this area. Manu-

facturing is by far the most important employer--38 per cent of the workers are
factory workers. iholesale and retail trade , service industries , and transpor-
tation are the other three job-providing industries.

ITEM P- Place of Work of Principal Breadwinners. Almost one-fourth (23.
per cent) of the principal breadwinners are employed on the Near West

Side. About 11 per cent travel to the Loop and l3 per cent to the industrial
district in the Near Southt-Jest to work. The West Side (exclusive of the Near
West Side) employs ten per cent. A majority of the workers are employed va thin
a radius of about one or two miles. About 26 per cent of the workers can be
said to commute more than 15 or 20 minutes to work. These are the workers who
are employed on the North Shore, the South and Southwest Side, the Far Northwest
Side , or the Suburbs.

This same general pattern of living near work (or working near place of
residence) is characteristic of all of the types of clearance , although some of
them emphasize v.rrk in the Loop, others emphasize work . on the Near Southwest
etc.

ITEM P- Gross Famly Income lIlore than one-half of the families in the area
earned between 000 and $6 000 during 1956. About one-fifth of

the families are fllow income II families in that they earned less than $3, 000
'tv-hile an additional one- fifth had incomes in excess of 000. There were about
75 poverty-stricken families v,hich had an income of less than $100 a month. Ex-
cept for these comparatively few fanr.lies, the famlies of the area appear to
haye incomes of minimum adequacy or better. The median family income for
Chicago in 1950 was 956. The median fmnily income of these clearance areas
in 1957 was 4, 464.

The greatest concentration of low-income families is found in the slum
clearance and the environmental clearance areas , although these areas did not
have an income distribution a great deal more unfavorable than the average for
all clearance areas. The income situation of the occupants of these clearance
structures may be swnarized by stating that on the average their incomes are
probably as high as the average for the city. Even the residents of the slum
clearance units are not IIpoor. II Except for a comparatively few low income fami-
lies, the incomes are adequate to maintain the families at a middle-class level
of comfort.
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I P- Length of Residence in Chicago Almost exactly one-half of the
household heads have lived in Chicago more than 25 years. Only

about 20 per cent have lived in Chicago less than five years and three per cent
have been here less -than one year. One-half of the residents have lived here
24 years or more. Thus, the area is comprised primarily of long-time residents
of the city, 'ld th only a small minori ty of recent arrivals. The new arrivals
tend to be most concentrated in the environmental clearance and the deleterious
clearance areas. 'l'he residents of the slum clearance structures are also pre-
dominantly long-term residents of Chj.cago. As a whole, the population of this
area is well urbanized and one that has called Chicago Ilhome" for many years.

ITEM P- . Length of Resid nce in Near West Side . One-fourth of the persons
'interviewed reported that the head of the household had lived in

the Near 'vest Side area for 25 years or more. The median length of residence
n the Near vJest Side is eight years. The 10'lJest median length of residence

is seven years, and is found in the environmental clearance areas. The highest
median length of residence is 11 years, and is found in the community facilities
clearance areas. Only about seven per cent have lived here less than one year
and 12 per cent have resided here for less than two years. About one-third have
lived here less than five years. From the evj.dence, it appears that the area
was one of comparatively little turnover until about 1947, at which time a
rather steady turnover of about five per cent a year began and has continued
since. This turnover has been espe dally rapid in the environmental clearance
the deleterious clearanc$ , and the Racine street widening areas , where l5 to
20 per cent of the present residents arrived -there during the past two years.
The least mobility during recent years seems to have taken place in the shopping
facilities and institutional clearance areas.

ITE P- . Length of Residence in Present Location Only a small minority of
living unt heads have lived in their present apartment building or

house for ten years or more. The average (median) length of stay in present
place for the entire area is only three years. In the environmental clearance
and the deleterious clearance areas it is even less--two years. The greatest
length of stay in present place is found in the clearance for parks and public
schools areas, and even here the median is only four years. Thus, all of these
clearance areas are characterized by a rather high rate of residential turnover.
About one in six has changed residence during the past year, and almost sixty
per cent have lived in their present place less than four years. Thus , in re-
cent years there has been a high degree of residential mobility in these clear-
ance structures, although most of the persons involved are long- term residents
of Chicago and of the area. We have, then, a picture of a group of renters who
have a history of rather recent movement in the past, but this movement is large-
ly one of circulating from one structure to another in the Near West Side.

The highest rates of movement &lring the past year are recorded for the
environmental clearance, the deleterious clearance, and the slum clearance areas.
Apparently, the residents of these least-desirable living units have a higher
rate of turnover than the residents of the more adequate community facilities
clearance uni ts.

ITEM P-21. Median Rent by Income One of the dimensions that planners heed tb
know in planning for the relocation of famlies is the rent that

each income group is now paying. This assists in predicting the costs of re-
location and provides a preliminary idea of the types of li ring units that must
be obtained for each income group. The following table reports the distribution
of rents and the median rent paid by each income group.
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Rent pe r month
l'ledianIncome group rent Total I )50 )60 $70 $80Under

and
()50 $60 $70 $80 over

Total 100. 0 32. 23. 9 15.
Il3.

14.
oo to $1 799 . Under ;50 100. 0 153. 37.

I 5. I -800 to $2 799 $53 lOO . 0 

139. 2

31. 7 , 7.

r".
800 to $4, l99 $51 100. 0 47. 19. I 9 r: l5..;J

$4, 200 to $5, 799 $62 lOO. O ! 20. 24. 120. 18. i 16.$5, 800 and over. $64 !l6.100. ! 22.
119.

There is a clear tendency for persons with lower incomes to rent
cheaper places in which to live. This may be observed by noting the medians
for the income groups or by noting the greater proportion of families with
lOvi incomes that fall in the "Under $50" group than of families with intermedi-
ate or larger incomes. The relationship allows a considerable latitude , how-ever, for there are some persons of low income that pay higher rentals

, and
there are some persons of higher income that pay low rentals.

Item P-21 in Table 2-A reports the meCian rental paid by each income
group in each of the clearance areas. Because these measures required a de-
tailed cross-classification of the rather small samples they are only approxi-mate indicators of the rent- income relationships wi thin the respective areas.
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PART C. PROBLENS OF RELOCATION

Each household or individual falling in the sample was asked a series of
questions concerning the effect relocation would have upon him and the problems
it vJould cause. The responses to these questions are tabulated in Tables 3
(numerical distribution) and 3-A (sumary information)--Uems R- l .l;hrough R-7,
discussed below. Together, these statistics are intended to provide a factual
basis for anticipating the needs of relocated famlies.

rElf R-l. Choice of Relocation Site. .h1hen asked the question, "Suppose you
had to move Olit-o yo apartment (sell your house). Where would

you want to move?l1 , the :cespondents expressed a strong desire to stay on the
Near West Side. In 559 households Ol per cent) this was the stated desire.
The second most frequent choice was to move to a place on the West Side (17.
per cent). About 15 per cent voted for the North Side and 11+ per cent for the
suburbs. Only six per cent indicated they would like to move to the South Side.

The desire to stay on the Near West Side or the West Side was greatest
arnong those in slum clearance and in the Racine street widening units. This
group also showed the least desire to move to the suburbs. The community of
facilities group--and especially the school and parks clearance group--showed the
least inclination to remain in the area and the greatest desire to move to the
suburbs.

About one respondent in six (lb per cent) could not decide where he would
like to move. The question was presented as being a hypothetical one, and many
respondents refused to accept the idea of moving out of their home, and hence

could not or would not make a choice. This indecision was greatest among the
slum clearance group and was least among the environmental clearance group. In
planning for the relocation of the residents, the 287 households that did not
specify a place should be regarded as a group that would resist moving at all
rather than as a group that did not care where it moved.

ITEM R-2. Reasons for Choice of Relocation Site . At the time the respondents

-- 

chosea neighborhoocl into which they would like to move , they were

asked

, "

Why would you rather live there? Hhat advantages would there be to
living in that neighborhood, or what do you like about it?/I The responses to
this query are of considerable significance for planning for the renewal of the
Near West Side itself, for they reveal the kind of community to which persons
li ving in declining neighborhoods aspire. Inasmuch as each respondent was free
to give as many different reasons for his choice as he pleased) the per cent dis-
tributions in Table 3-A do not add to lOa per cent, but show the proportion of
respondents who gave a particular explanation for his choice, among other possi-
ble explanations also given. The reason for choosing a particular relocation
site most frequently mentioned (42 per cent of the respondents) was personal
attachments-- the presence of friends and relatives in the area. This was a very
frequent reason given by persons who wished to stay in the Near West Side areas.

Liking for the physical characteristics of the area--space , light, air

modern buildings, cleanliness--was mentioned. in 29 per cent of the cases. Liking
for community facilities--schools , shopping, etc., and liking for proximity to
work were mentioned in about 20 per cent of the cases. Liking for the social
environment--absence of crime and delinquency presence of people vdth desired
personal and social characteristics--was mentioned almost as frequently. The
quali ties of housing were mentioned in 13 per cent of the cases. From this
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pa ttern of response, it is evident that in thinking of a place to which they
would like to move) these respondents had in mind (and placed great emphasis
upon) many things in addition to housing. If frequency of mention is a measure
of importance, then the actual condition of the housing is emphasized less than
the physical and social environment, opportunity to be near friends , and conven-
ience to lJOrk and shopping. About one respondent in twelve (8. 2 per cent) speci-
fied a racial situation as one desirable element of the community of his choice
(usually absence of Negroes).

ITEM R- 3 Difficulties Anticipated if Relocated Each respondent was asked
IISuppose you had to move out of your apartment (sell your house).

What problems or difficulties would you be faced with? What kinds of things
would present problems?1I In response, about one living unit in nine (ll per
cent) reported they would anticipate no serious difficulties. About 1.3 per
cent refused to accept the idea of moving, and would not oven discuss the dif-
ficulties they 11Tould encounter. The remainder, about 88 per cent, reported they
'lJOuld experience at leas.t some diffic1.1.1ties. The major difficulty, by far, was
the trouble and expense of finding another place that is sui table or that they
can afford (61 per cent). Many of this group of respondents reported that it
would be difficult for them to find another place with as much space for the
rent they are now paying. The next most serious difficulty (13. 7 per cent) was
the fear or expectation that relocation would increase the distance between home
and work, As described above, a large share of the employed persons work on the
Near Hest Side and can walk to work. Separation from friends and relatives was
mentioned as a hardship in 13. 7 per cent of cases. Ten per cent of respondents
complained that the expense of moving and furnishing a ne place would be a
financial burden, and nine per cent mentioned the inconvenience for their chil-
dren of changing schools , or other loss of benefits for their children. In a :few
cases (3. 6 per cent) there would be loss of income from rental property or other
sources, or hardships due to the illness of a household member. In 3. 5 per cent
of the households, persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, or Negro origin reported
that their difficulty would be to :fnd a t.olerarit neighborhood.

ITEIv H-J-j Po ssible Benefits if Relocated The survey' did not merely IIlook on
the dark side ll of the possible relocation, but asked also 1Ii-lhat ad-

vantages or benefits might having to move out of your apartment (sell your house)
have for you? Even though it would create problems, how might you benefit?1I
Eighty-two per cent of the respondents were able to find at least some benefits
as well as the inconveniences reported above. Apparently recognizing that their
housing was among the least desirable in the area, 35 per cent admi tted that a
move would provide an opportunity to get into bigger, better, more suitable liv-
ing quarters. Twenty-four per cent saw an opportunity to select a c01mnunity with
better physical conditions--cleaner, less crowded loTith more open space, less de-
terioration, etc. And 19 per cent mentioned that it would permt them to choose
a neighborhood with better social condi tions--less gang activity, greater secur-
i ty from being molested on the streets in the evening, better playmates for chil-
dren, neighbors of a particular type desired, etc. Fourteen per cent speci:fically
mentioned that it would provide an opportunity to escape from their present poor
housing. (In the slum clearance and the environmental clearance areas this per-
centage was 20 per cent. ) A :few (7.6 per cent) regarded it as a chance to escape
from Negroes, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, or other particular population groups they
preferred not to live near. Only a very few interpreted it as an opportuni ty to
pay less rent or to move closer to friends or relatives.

The responses to this question also have considerable significance for
those planning the renewal of the area, for they represent criticisms of things
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as they are, and indicate what aspects . of the communty need to be rehabilitated
in addition to housing, to make it attractive.

Willingness to Live in Public Housing ipJhen asked, IISuppose you had
to move out, and you were offered the opportunity to move into a low-

rent public housing project. Would you be willing to take an apartment in a
housing project if you could decide vThich one you would move into ? Hould you
take an apartment in a public housing project other than the one you'd like to
get into? " , more than one-half (59 per cent) of. the respondents reported that
they would not be Idlling to accept an apartment in a public housing project.
This rather large rejection was based, to a large extent, upon the realization
by many that their incomes were too large to permit them to qualify for public
housing. An addihonal 23 per cent said they would accept public housing, but
only if they could choose which project they would move into. Much of this re-
action appeared to be based upon an unwillingness to live in projects that were
predominantly Negro. Only 14 per cent consented to move into a public housing
project without specifying which project.

The greatest willingness to move into public housing was shown by the occu-
pants of the env ronmental clearance uni ts. These Spanish-speaking citizens tend-
ed to regard public housing as a chance to obtain adequate space at reasonable
rent tmder conditions where discrimination would be at a minimum.

ITE R- Preferred Locat on of Public Housing The persons who said they would
move into a pUbiic housing project only if they could choose, were

state in which part of the city they would prefer to have their project
The great bulk specified a location on the Near West Side and all but
the remainder indicated a preference for the North or Northwest Side.

asked to
located.
a few of

I!Er-f R:-7 Preferred Public Housing Project All persons who ind.i.cated they would
live in a public housing project (even if they would accept public

hOl1sing vrithout choice) were invited to specify which particular project would be
their first choice. Table 3 reports the number of votes received by each project.
Jane Addams, located In thin the Near West Side area, obtained the most votes, fol-
lowed by Loomis Courts and LeClaire Courts and 1awndale Gardens. However, so few
respondents vTere able to select a particular project, even ,men presented with a
map listing all projects and showing the location of each, that these results are
probably a reflection of familiarity with the names rather than with a knowledge
of comparative advantages of living in the various alternative projects.
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APPEt1Df A.

SA1'v(PLHJG PROCEDURE

At the time of the structure survey, a listing was made of all living
uni ts in each structure in the survey area. Aft,er the Community Conservation
Board designated 1vh:i.ch structures vJere suggested for clearance , the listings

for the clearance stJ:'uctures were assembled and treated as the lIuniverse ll from
which the sample was to be drawn. Inasmuch as it viaS desired to obtain some in-
formation about .each of the clearance programs , as well as about the total clear-
ance program, it wasnecessar, to sample the living units in each clearance group
at a rate that would provide adequate data for that group wi thin the lim:.ted
budget (the budget called for 300 interviews). The s& ple was drawn systemati-
cally, taking every nth living unit in each clearance group. The sampling frac-
tion, and the number of sample cases for each of the .four major programs were as
follows:

Clearance program

Slum clearance
Deleterious clearance
Environmental clearance
Commlul ty facilities

clearance

Sampling fraction

1 in 5
1 in 4
1 in 4

Number of s ample cases
104

1 in 6 130

3731 in 5 (approx.
average)

The universe that vJaS sampled (the listings) indicated that the structures
contained l, 854 living units, whereas the inspection reports indicated that there
were l 908, or 54 more living units than the sampling unverse indicated. It was
assumed that the correct figure was 1 908, but that the percentages obtained for
the universe of l 854 were representative.

Total

Of the 373 cases in the sample , completed interviews were obtained for

345. This is a completion rate of 92 per cent, which is adequate to assure that
the biases from nonresponse are small. In sumary, the universe was sampled at
a rate that assured fairly precise results, and the degree of completeness was

such that the sampling attained its objective.

The standard error of any proportion reported for one of the clearance
groups may be computed by the formula

2 = (l- P qP n- , where

2 .
~s the square of the standard error

p is the proportion for mich the standard error is
q is lOO per cent minus p

n is the number of cases

f is the sampling ratio

being computed

in the sample (see above)

(e.g., a one in five sample has a value of f . 20)

60-
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The standard error of any proportion reported for the clearance area as a
whole may be computed from the formula

2 - 1

p - 

(Nh - 

Nh - 1

1.11 qh
, where

N is the total number of cases in the unverse

h is the total number of cases in each clearance group

h is the total number of cases in the 
s&'1ple dra1\m for each

cle arance group

is the proportion of cases in each clearance group having
a given trait

qh is 100 per cent minus Ph
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NATIOnAL OPTInOH RES:CARCH CENTER
University of Chicago

Survey 394

1/57
NEAR lJEST SIDE COlTSERVATIOH SURVEY

Site cupant Schedule

Sponsored by COIT unity Conservation Board of Chicago

(l-3)

(4-

Address and location of living unit:Censns tract

Block

Structure Eo

_____

(6-7)
Lj.ving Unit iTa. (8-J.0)

===;======== ===== 

== == ====== F = 

= == = = =;;===== === = == === == == == == = == ==== === = ==== == == == 

How many rooms are there in this (apartment) (house)? rooms
11-

Is there running Hater for your use anyuhere in the building?

Yes Ho (CmCLE CODE 6 B LOU AIJD SKIP TO Q.3)

(IF "YES") Do you have hot Hater? (Is it inside this
hot iJater supply in some other part of this building?)

unit, or is the

(1) (UlTLESS !fROT HATER INS IDE TilE lJNIT") Hmv about your cold 1vater
supply -- do you have cold running Hater ins:i.de this unit, ill
some other part of the buildlllg, or none at all?

Hat and cold in the unit

. . . . 

. . l2-

Cold in unit, hot elseHhere. 

. . . . . .

Cold in unit, no hot water available

. . . .

No water L unit, cold water elsewhere

No water in unit, hot and cold elsewhere 
No runing water in the building

. . . . 

Is there a flush toilet you can use in the building?

Yes (CIRCLE CODE 3 BELO,,! AIID SKIP TO Q.

r.IF II YES , II .I\SK A AND BAND CDDE :3ELOU

Is it ll1side this unit, or is it in some other part of this buildL

Inside Outside

B.. Is it used only by the people ,.Jho live here in this apartment lTith you,
or do you share it with people outside this apartment?

Exclusive
Share use

110 toilet

use of toilet. 

. . . . . . 

. 13-

of toilet. . . 

. . . . . .

facilities in structure. .



Is there a bathtub or shower you can use in this building?

Ye s ;-No (CIRCLE CODE 3 BELOW AIID SKIP TO Q.

J1' "YES, " ASK A AND B AN CODE BELOVT

A. is it inside this unit, or is it L some other part of this building?

L7In ide Outside

Is it just for you and the people who live here in this apartment
with you, or do you share the (bath) (shower) with people outside
this apartment?

Exclusive use of bath or shower. . . l4-

Share use of bath or shower. . . .

No bath or sha,ier facilities

. .

Have the Ivalls of your livixlg-room been painted or papered within the

past tvTO years? If so, at whose expense -- yours or the landlord'
Yes, at tenant' s expense

. . 

. l5-

Yes, at l dlord' s expense

. . . .

Yes, occupied by owner 

. . .

No 

. . . . . . . . .

IF VAC!J.fT, CIRCLE CODE 5 OR 6 AS APPROPRIATE. ASK EVERYOHE ELSE:

Do you (Does the family here) own or rent this (apartment) (house)?

(IF Ov ffD, PROBE: Are you the sole er, or is it a cooperative

ownership? )
OCCUPIED: Occupied by sole owner

. . . . . . .

Occupied by cooperative owner. . 

. .

Renter-occupied. . . 

. . . . . .

Occupied rent-free

. . . . . . . .

l6-

VACANT: Vacant, for rent

Vacant, other. .

. . . . . . . . 

IF 'IREHTER-OCCUPIEDII OR IIVACANT, FOR RENT, II ASK A, D, C, AND D

P,HF "OCCUPIED RENT-FREE, II ASK D:

HOvJ much is the rent per month per month

Is it rented furnished or unfurnished? urnished nfurnished

Hmv much per month does the household pay (do the occupants usually pay)
for each of these utilities? (ENTER IINOTHINGII IF INCLUDED IN HEHT)

He at. . 

. . . . . . 

ctricity for lighting. 

. . . . 

Gas or electricity for cooking. 

irJater 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

per month

per month

per month

per month

Yes

l7-
18-
19-
20-

Are you related to the owner?
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8. ASK FOR EVSRY HOUSEHOLD HEAD AND CODE Ev.GRY CASE:

In what country were you born?

nForeign-born
ECIFY COUNTRY

l\.. (IF IIBOilr IN U . S. II) vfuere were your (head I S) parents born?

9. 

Father born in
1'Tother born j.n

B. ASK Ev.cRYONE:

-----

tJhat language do you and your froaily speak here at home?
Primary
language

IF THO OR I'TORE LANGUAGES SPOKSN

vJhich language does the family speak most of the time?
(CIllCK APPROPRIATE BOX ABOVE)

CODE

EVER
CASE

Hexican . 

. . . . 

. . .33-1

Puerto Rican. . 

. . . . . . . .

Other white -- native-born. . .
Other white -- foreign-born

. .

l\fegro . 

. . . . . . . . . .

Chinese or Japanese

Other (SmCIFY)

. . . 

How long have you (head of household) lived in this building?

How long (have you)(has he) lived 1,'1 the Near vJest Side area?

How long (have you) (has he) lived in Chj.cago?

Coo

L'1 b uid ing In area In Chica

Less than l2 months. 34- 35-l 36-l
12-23 months
2-3 years.
5 years.

10 ye ars
11-l5 years.
16-20 years.
2l-25 years.
Nore than 25 years



-5-

10.. Suppose you had to (move out
Where iwuld you want to move
West Side, to the West Side,
to the suburbs?

of your apartment) (sell your house).

-- 

to some place else on the Near
the Nor Side, the South Side, or

Elsmrhere on the Near \Jest Side. . . 37-

Other Hest Side. 

North Side
South Side I\"

Subu:. bs.
Can dec ide

(UNLESS nCANtT DECIDE!!) \my 1Jould you rather live there? (\1Jhat

advantages would there be to living in that neighborhood?) 0Jhat
do you like about it?)

38-

ll.. Suppose you had to (move out of your apartment) (sell your house).
1Jhat problems or difficulties vlOuld you be faced ivith? (Hhat
kinds of things would present problems?)

39-

B. vJhat advantages or benefits miGht it have for you?
it would create problems, how might you benefit?)

(Even though

40-



l20 Well, suppose you had to move out, and you were offered the opportunity
to move intjo a low-rent public housing project. IiJould you be willing to
take an apartment in a housing project if you could decide which oneyou'd move into? 

----

rlY ifo

IF 11 YES , " ASK A AND B

A. \Jhich housing project would you choose? (ENTER NAHE OH LOCATION)

vJould you take an apartment j,n a public housing project other than
the one you'd like to get into?

Yes

41-

42-

13.. From t:ie to time NORC does fol101v-UP studies in which we like to come

back and talk to people we've interviewed before. If we were to come

back to see you five years from no and found that you had moved, who

would always Imm.J where you live? I'd like the name of a friend or
relative who liJOuld always know h01-J to get in touch with you. And may
I have (his) (her) address?

NANE

ADDP.ESS

CITY

a friend or a relative? (How is he related to you?)

Relat ionship to respondent

========== ====== ===== = === === == === ======== == ========= == == ==== ======= === ====== =======

LIN NO. OF TI1FORMT:
(See Question 7)

DATE OF l1rTERVIEU:

44-

SEX: TllJE OF INTERVIEH:
Male. . . . 43-

Female. .
45-

IHTERVIE1iJER'S SIGNATUR:
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Survey 394
l/24/57

NATIONAL OPINIOn RESEARCH CENTER
University of Chicago

NFAR mST SIDE CONSERVATION SUR\

. Occupant Schedule

INSTRUCTIONS TO INTER'nKV\I.RS

Purpose of the Surv

The Communt;r Conservation Board has identified certain structures that are
so substandard or deficient that the families liiring in them may possibly
have to be moved into other quarters while the building isbeing rehabilitated
or torn doio'T and replaced ,dth a modern building. The law requires that such
relocation shall not be a hardship to the fanLUies involved. The City of
Chicago is responsible for providing help in finding new, adequate quarters.

The purpose of this surey is to obtain information from a sample of the
families that may be moved This will furnish information va th which to
plan the total relocation progrron.

Information To Be Obtained.

You are to obtain the following information about the households assigned
to you:

(a) Number of rooms, facilities , rent, and other information about
the living un ts;

(b) 'A list of the persons who live in the unit, with their principal
characteristi cs;

(c) Certain attitudes including where the family would like to move
and problems that will arise.

Sponsorship.

The survey is being conducted by the National Opinion Research Center for
the Co unty Conservation Board of Chicago.
Confidential Nature of the Surey.

All inforrnation collected in this survey is CONFIDENTIAL. You must not
divulge any information you obtain, or allow your schedules to be read
by anyone but the NOR.C staff. 



Introducing Yourself.

Introduce yourself and e:lrplain your mission some,.;rhat as follovir:

"Good morning. I'm Elizabeth Smith of the National Opinion Research Center.
((Te're working on a survey, and I'd like to ask you a feirJ questions.

Keep your introduction as bdef as possible. If the resp ondent is suspicious
show him your identification. Assure him that the entire interve"tir tall take
only ten or fifteen minutes.

In some cases you will be asked Sgecific questions about the purpose of the study
and its sponsorship; in other cases you may find it wise to tell a bit more about
the survey to help gain admttance. But don t spend a great deal of time 11 selling

your respondent, for you may simply arouse his suspicions and suggest reasons for
refusing to talk to you. In any case, here are some questions you may be asked
and the kinds of answers we suggest:

Who are you doing this for!

What good will it do?

Why me?

Will I have to move?

win they tear my house down?

I work for the National Opinion Research
Center, and we r re doing this surey for the
Comi11Uni ty Cons erva tion Board of the Ci ty of
Chicago.

We Ire t Jing to get information about housing
condi tionsand people' s needs, so that the
Ci ty can do a better job of helping people
who need help.

We're interviewing a sample of the people
who live around here. First we listed all
the places that people live , and then the

statisticians in the office figured out
where we had to go to get a good cross-
section of the people who live here. They
don 't give us names , but lire have to inter-
viet1T the p-eople who live at each house or
apartment they tell us to. I'm not allowed

to substitute the people who live in some
other house or apartment, because then our

sample wouldn't be any good.

That I s something I don I t know. \rIe have
nothing to do wi th the action to be taken.
I understand that many of these buildings
will be replaced, but the final decision
hasn't been reached. It's our job to get

the facts about the kinds of problems peo-
ple will face IF they have to move , so that

the Community Conservation Board can plan
more intelligently. I'm afraid that I s all
I know. If you want more information, it
might be a good idea to call the Community
Conservation Board (telephone number:
Delaware 7-5252 , ext. 397). Mr. Frank Kirk
can tell you a lot more about this than I
can.



-3-
Identificat:1on of the L:.vLYlg Unit

Full identification of the living units to be interviewed have been entered on the
schedules n tIle office. Make certain that you locate this living unt and inter-
view a person living in it. No substitutions are permtted. In scientific sam-
pling, it is necessary to interview only the units that fall into the sample, even
if it means calling back until someone is found at home.

Locating the Assigned Living Units

If you have any trouble finding a living u!'.. t assigned to you, check the goldenrod
Living Unit Listing Form (Survey 394, F-2) for the appropriate building. A sepa-
rate listing form has been completed for each structure. Check the structure number
entered in the top portion of your questionnaire (colums 8-10) and then consult
the listing sheet bearing the same structure number. One living unit has been
listed on each line of the goldenrod form. Check the ing units on the lines im-
mediately before and after the one you are tryng to locate, to help you to identi-
fy the unit you are seeking. Remember that tr righttr and IIlefttr refer to the sj.
which is on your right or left as you face the in entrance of the building from
the outside; simlarly f!frontf! an. f!backtr shouMbe interpreted as the front or
back, facing the main entrance from outside the building.

If living unts were skipped: WDen you intervew occupants of your sample
living units , you. may sometimes find living units which the inspector missed
when he originally listed the segment 1rJhat appeared--from external appearances

to be a one-famly home may actually be a three-famly home. "'!hat appeared
to be one living unit may have been converted to two smaller apartments or may
actually be a rooming house. Ifuen you look for the Ilsecond floor apartment , tr

you may find that there are actually three apartments on the second floor and
that the lister thought there was only one.

Add skipped units to the list W'Denever you approach a sample living unt
for an intervew and find that there are two or more living unts--not one--
which were thought to be only one , add these additional listings to the
goldenrod form AFTER THE RED LI Use one line for each additional living
unt.
Get interviews in skipped unts that fit description of a sample unt Con-
duct an intervew in each extra living ur..t you found at the precise address
at which you were to obtain an intervew. Before conducting these addi tion-
al interviews , however , check carefully to make certain that the lIextra
unts were not previously listed on separate lines of the listing sheet.
If there are more than three tLYl ts which fit the description of a sample
living unt , add the unts to the listing but consult your supervsor be-
fore conducting any intervews at that address.

This rule applies only to cases in which the living unit listed on a sample
line proved to be ambiguous. The follo nng examples are offered to clarrr
the correct procedure:

(l) Sample line calls for interview at 791 r1ain Street, but you find a 3-
famly building at this address. Add the second and third floor apart-
ments to the listing (and label the one previously lis ted as f!first
floor ) and get intervews at all three.

(2) Sample line calls for intervew at 789 Main street, 2nd floor, but you
find three apartments on the second floor. Add the additional two
apartments to the listing and intervew the occupants at all three.
(If there were four or more apartments on the second floor, you would

get nb intervews, but would first consult your supervisor.



(3) Sample line calls for interview at 787 J:ain street, 2nd floor but not
at 787 J:ain Street, 1st floor. In walking up the stairs you see a rear

apartment on the first floor that the lister ssed and a rear apart-

ment on the second floor that the lister missed. You should add both

missed living unts to the listing, and you ..ould intervew at both
second floor apartments (since tIle second floor was listed on a sample
line) but you would not interview at either apartment on the first
floor (since the first floor was not listed on a sample line).

!.ssign ew li ying unit . number to the skipped units If you find any

skipped living units Hhere you si'lould conduct intervews , fill out the top

of a blank questionnaire (white F-l) with the correct identifying data. For
Li"Vng Unit No., enter the line number on l"hich you listed the skipped living
uni t preceded by the letter "M. II For exaxnple , enter "H-l9" if you listed the
rear apartment on the second floor on line 19.

If the original listing was so poor that you cannot follow the above in-
Stctions with confidence , wi te out a full des cription of the si tua tion and
consult your supervisor

;-'

Do not conduct interviews unless you are reasonably
certain that you have the right living unit.

If sall1ple living units are non-existent If you find that the lister thought
that a garage vri th curtains was a living un t, l i te across the top of the ques-
tionnaire for that living unit the notation, . "No living q. arters-- garage only,
or "No living quarters--2nd floor is part of same living unit as lst floor

, tI or
whatever is the case. If 1That the lister thought was a two-fa.'lly home is actu-

ally a single famly house, the first apartment listed ldll be considered the
living unt, while the subsequent listing wi thin the structure must be consid-
ered non-existent; this vJOuld mean that an intervew would be taken if the first
floor apartment fell on a sample line, but not if the second floor apartment
listing fell on a sample line. "'men in doubt, consult your supervsor.

".:

whom,. To...ln:ter:w.
You may interview any adult member of the family-- e., any person livin5 in the
assigned living lmit who is able to provide the information with tlreasonable
accuracy. If an individual can give you most but not all of the information you
need, you may find it necessary to make a call-back or to call another menber of
the household to complete the data. For example , if a iife can answer all ques-
tions but says her husband doesn't tell her his income, get the rest of the data
from her and arrange to get in touch with the husband to get the income. If, how-
ever, the wife doesn't know the exact income and indicates that her husband would
have trouble guessing, too to get her best estimate.

Completing Schedules for Vacant Living units

Questions I through 6 must be completed for every vacant living unit. Try to get
the janitor, the landlord, or some other authorized person to let you inside the
vacant unit and to give you the answers to the questions which you cannot obtain
through inspection. If there is no such person on the premises or nearby, try to
determine which other person in the structure may be able to give you the necessaI'J
information. For example, the occupant of the second floor left apartment is like-
ly to have an apartment identical to the third floor left apartment, and he might
be the logical person to ask for the information. If you can find no one vlho can
gi ve you the necessary information, consult your supervsor

Non-intervew Cases.

If for any reason, you cannot complete an interview for a sample living unt
wr~ te up a full description of the situation, and attach it to the questionnaire
for that unit. Turn both your wrte-up and the questionnaire over to your super-
visor and wait for further instructions. 



Refusals Indicate who refused and why. Give full names if possible.
indicate the relationsilip of the person l'efusing to the household head.

Also

Break-offs. Handle in the SaI way as refu als.

Not at home after repeated calls. Indicate the approximate time of day and
'le day of the week when you tried to find someone at home. Give any infor-

mation you can get from neigilbors about the family's living habits and tell
us what you suggest we try in order to get the intervew.

Language problems. If no one in the living unit speaks English and you cannot
find someO:le in the same structure who can interpret for you, report what
language is spoken and also teil us when we w ll be Inost likely to find an
eligible respondent at home.

Other reasons for non-interview. If you can 't get an interview for some other
reason, give us a fui escription of the problem including all the facts that
you think will help us to get the interview.

I\later a1s You Will Need

Please check your kit and make certain that you have all of the following:

Assignent Shee Form No. 3--listing all living units assigned to you

Living Unit Listing Forms goldenrod Form No. 2--for ever"J structure 
your assignment

Que stionnai res l--wi th identifying data completed for every unit which
appears on your Assignlent Sheet.

Blank questionnaires to use for interviews in sample living units thatt'ister may have missed

Income card to use in Question 7

Intervmver Pay Vouchers--Form No.

Non-intervew Report Forms--pink Form No.

THE QUES TIONS

QUESTION 1 Number of rooms Count only whole rooms, such as kitchens , bedrooms
dining-rooms , living-rooms , permanently enclosed sun porches of sub..

stantial size, finished basement or attic rooms, recreation rooms , or other rooms
suitable or used for living purposes; and rooms used for office purposes by a per-
son living in the living unit. Count as a separate room a kitchen, a kitchenette
or "half-room" which is partitioned off from floor to ceiling; but count as only
one room a combined kitchenette and dinette separated only by shelves or cabinets.

Do not count: Bathrooms , strip or pullman kitchens, halls or foyers , alcoves
pantries, laundries , closets or storage space , unused basement or attic rooms hot
suitable for living quarters, rooms subleased for office puroses by a person not
living in the living unit, and rooms designed or converted for business use.



Count all rooms in the living unit. Include rooms for lodgers if such rooms are
part of the living unit you are-numerating. If there are several living units
in a house , make sure that the rooms you are counting are ,2nly for the living

unt you are enumerating. All rooms that are suitable for living quarters , even
gh they are not being used at the time of enumeration, must be included.

---

Handling shared roomS- In the case of kitchens (or other
pants of two or more living units, include the kitchen as
unit to l.rhich it is most read:.ly accessible

rooms) shared by occu-
a room in the living

QUESTION 2 Water supply.

Hot and cold water: In order for a unit to be classified as having
both hot and cold water, i is not necessary that the hot water be available at
all times. In some cases hot water may be available only during the heating seaso;:
The unit should, nevertheless, be reported as having both hot and cold "rater. On

the other hand, if there is inside the unt a sink with both hot and cold 1-rater
taps, but the hot water heater has been broken for a long time and is not likely
to be repaired in the near future, then indicate cold water only-- the hot "Tater
facility is present but is not operable.

QJESTIONS 3 AN 4: Toilet and bathing facilities.

In order to be coded as IIfor exclusive use , II t:r se facilities must be
located inside the living unt and not shared with anyone. All other facilities
are " share d. II

If the respondent reports that he shares the bath or toilet with another famly
with v-Thom he shares the dwelling unit, however, code !!exclusive use. !! He is coded
share use ll only if the persons with whom he shares such facilities live in some
other dwelling unit. If you should encounter the unusual case in which the re-
spondent and his family have the exclusive use of bath or toilet located outside
his own dwelling unit (but wi thin the structure), record a full description of
the situation and do not code the reply.

QUESTION S: Interior decoration.

This question is intended to determne the regularity of maintenance.

If the respondent has not lived in the living unt for two years , estimate from
the appearance of the paper or paint. If it is soiled, faded, chipped, or
cracked with apparent age , code as "No. !! If the tenant painted or papered but re-

ceived a reduction in rent for a month or so , code as !!At landlord's expense. II

QUESTION 6: Tenure or rent.

Occupied by owner: A dwelling unit is " occupied by owner!! if the
o-vmer or co-owner is one of the persons living in the unt (or absent from the
household for a short period of time, such as a famly member in the armed forces
or temporarily working away from home), even if he has not fully paid for the unt
or has a mortgage on it. Consider an apartment unit in a building that is owned
cooperatively as occupied by cooperative-ol.rer if the owner of the apartment lives
in it.



-7-

Occupied by renter
contracted for.

A unt is "occupied by renter" if any money rent is paid or

Occupied rent-free Units " occupied rent-free !! are those which are not occupied
by the owner and for :Jhich no money rent payment is made or contracted for. Such
unts are usually occupied rent-free in exchange for services rendered, or some-
times the right to occupy the unit is the gift of a relative or friend who dEJes
not live in the unit. For example , a caretaker or janitor ;,Tho receives the use of
a house or apartment as part of his salary, occupies the unit rent- free. Do not
consider a unit as tl occupied rent-free!! if any rent at all is paid, even though

this rent is nominal--e.g., if a janitor occupies an apartment for which he pays
only half the rent paid for similar apartments in the structure, report the unit
as !trenter-occupied" rather than as " occupied rent-free. II 
Monthly rent Enter the rent contracted for, regardless of whether it includes
furniture , heating fuel, electricity, cooking fuel, water, or other services some-
times supplied. If rent is reported on other than a monthly basis , convert the
amount to a monthly rate--multiply weekly rents by 4-1/3, semi-monthly rents by 2
etc. Report the sum to the nearestdollar--omi t fractions of a dollar.
tm apartment is rented as "furished" if the landlord supplies bed, some living-
room furniture, and breakfast or dining furniture--even though the tenant may add
to this or store it and substitute his own furniture.

Utilities: Be careful to get monthly figures. Most utilities bills in Chicago
coerat1ivo-month period. Be sue the respondent is reporting the average monthly
cost, not the average 'bill. Also be sure that the figure for !! heat" is the average
not the typica bill in the winter when bills are higher than usual--a l2-month
average.

QUESTION 7 Absolute accuracy is essential in this question. Use one line to
enter information about each person living in the household. Every

person whose usual place of residence is in this DU must be listed here--even
though he may be a1i'iay from home temporarily. This includes lodgers , distant rela-
tives, or anyone else who regards this household as his usual place of residence.
For each person listed, obtain and record Items A through G, except where certain
items are inapplicable for a gi ven individual.

Some definitions involving famly status:

A family is a group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage , or
adoption, and living together in the same household.

The primary family consists of the head of the household and all other per-
sons living in the household who are related to the head by blood, marriage
or adoption. This includes in- laws, grandchildren, nephews , and nieces of
the head, as well as his spouse and children

secondary family consists of a person who is not related to the head (such
as a lodger, a servant, etc. ), who lives in the household along with his
spouse , children , or other relatives 1-1110 are not related to any member of the
primary family. A secondary family rents a room or other minor portion of
the dwelling unit but does not really share the entire dwelling unit on a
fifty-fifty basis.



second famly in a joint household must be clearly distinguished from a sec-
ondary famly. Where the living unit is shared by two independent famlies--
such as two friends , each with his own famly in the living unt--sharing the
living unit as equals , one family is arbitrarily designated as the primary
famly, and the other is classified as a second famly in a joint household.
Additional independent families are classified as third families , etc.

sub-famly is a grouping ,,,,-d.thin any kind of famly. If a son, daughter
brother, or other relative of the household head is married, widovred, or di-
vorced, and his spouse or child is living with him in the household, this per-
son and his imraediate famly group (spouse and/or children) constitute a sub-
farllly.

primary individual is a person who is not a member of a famly in the living
uni t but who is the head of the household.

secondary individual is a person who is not the head of the household and
1ivho is not a member of any family group wi thin the household.

How to list occupants Instead of listing people by name, enter their relation-
ship to the head of the household. Be careful, however, to enter the full name
of the household head in the space provided near the top of the page. The house-
hold head is the chief breadwinner of the primary famly (see above). For married
couples living together, the husband is automatically defined as the household
head.

If the head' s son or daughter (or a sibling) is married and lives , together Qth
his spouse or a child, in the parent's household, report the spouse or child in
terms of relationship to the person who has the more imediate relationship to the
head; for example, report 1I son's vJife " or 1I son s daughter" rather than ffdaughter-
in- law" or 11 granddaughter. 11 Simlarly, if a lodger or other person not related
to the head is married or has a child, and if the spouse or child lives in the
household, report as "lodger's wife " or 1I servant's child, II etc.

In short, the relationship to the head should be listed in such a way that we can
immediately see each occupant' s relationship to every other occupant of the living
un t. For example, here are the right and wrong ways to list one kind of house-
hold:

RIGHT WRONG

Head
Head' s wife
Head' s daughter
Head's daughter
Head I s daughter
Head' s son
Head r s father
Head' s mother
Lodger
Lodger's wife

husband
daughter

Head
Head's wife
Head's daughter
Head' s son-in-law
Head I s granddaughter
Head' s son
Head' s father
Head' s mother
Lodger
Lodger

The first exaple makes every relationship within the dwelling unit clear. tfuen
u;e look at the second example, however, we can't tell whether the son-in-law is
the husband of the daughter recorded on Line 3 or Hhether he is the husband of a
daughter who is servng a lifetime prison sentence, or whether the granddaughter
is the child of the daughter, son, or son-in-law.
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.A. Family status of household members. In the column headed "Famly status
you must clas s:tfy each person accrding to the code which appears below. The
actual coding may be postponed until after the interview, but you must take pains
during the interview to clarify everJT relationship so that you have the information
which vnll permt you to handle the coding. To insure that these data are correct
follow this procedure:

List all members of one sub-famly in sequence and draw a bracket to show
who is included in the sub-family.

List all sub-faIdlies within a faIdly grouping before listing unrelated
individuals or seconda J famlies.

Handle each secondary family in the same way as you did the primary famly.

Code each individual as fol101N"S:

Primary family, not member of a sub-famly. . . . 

. . 

Primary family, member of a sub-family

. . . . . . . . . 

. 1

,. 0 . 

Member of a secondary family. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

Member of a second-famly in a joint household. .
Member of a third-famly in a joint household

. . . . 

. 3

. . 4

. . 

. 5

Primary individual, head of household but not member of famly 8

Secondary indi vldual, unrelated individual not related to
head of arr f arnily in the living unit . . 9

Applying the definitions The following exaples 1dll help to clarif the defi-
ni tions and show how to code famly status for each person listed:

Example 1: John Doe , his wife
o..m apartment, but
uncomplicated kind
proper listing is:

Jane, and their three children have their
John's mother lives with them. This is an
of living unit, typical of most, and the

Line Relationship to Famly
No. household head status

Head
Head I s wife
Head I s son
Head I s daughter
Head f s daughter
Head I s mother

This is a normal famly, with no sub-groupings wi thin it.
Therefore, everyone is coded "1" for primary famly but
not a member of a sub-famly. If John s father as well
as his mother lived with him, his parents would consti-
tute a sub-famly (married couple) and 1iTould be coded "2.



Example 2:

Example 3:

Example 4:
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Robert Jones , his idfe , mothe::-in-law; his vl'dovJed daughter and
her ti1TO children, and the Sl1i ths who rent out the spare room
live together. TDe following is the proper listing:

Line
No.

Relationship to
household head

Family
status

--_._-

Head 
Head's vdfe 

(Head I s daughter 
(Head's daughter t s son 

5 (Head' s daughter's son 
6 Head's vdfe I smother (Lodeer 

(Lodger 1 s wife 
The Joneses i daughter and her two sor.s compr-lse a sub-famly.
The mother-in-law is a member of the primary famly, but she
has no spouse and no unarried minor children living vi th her;
therefore she is not a member of a sub-famly. The Smiths are
a secondary famly because they are related to each other but
are not related to any member of the primary family and merely
rent a room-- e., they are not coded "4" because they do not
really share the apartment.

Two fanilies , each consisting of a married couple and child
share a house. Jim Thorpe , his 1rJife, and son found the house
but the Thorpes share the house , share the use of the kitchen
spli t the cost of rent and utili ties, and no one knows whom
to designate as the head of the household. They also have
a lodger, who acts as baby-sitter in return for her room.
In this case the interviewer arbitrarily designates one famly
as the primary fan ily, and the other automatically becomes the
second family in a two-family household:

Line Rela tionship to Famil
No. household head status

Head
Head' s wife
Head' s daughter
Head of 2nd famly
Wife of 2nd head
Son of 2nd head

Lodger

Elderly Hrs. Blaine, a widow who owns her home , shares it with
a young couple and their infant son. The young Colemans are
not related to Mrs. Blaine , but they share the ki tchen and the
rest of the house with her. Here is the proper listing:

Line Relationship to Famly
No. household head status

Head
Head of family
Wife of family head
Son of famly head



ll-
E71Ten thugh -there is only one family (the young Colemans),
they a.re a second family in a two-family household. They
calilot be considered a secondary family because they share
the house on a coordinate basis with Mrs. Blaine. They
cannot be considered the primar'J family because the famly
group does not include the head of the household.

B. 3;t last birthday For each individual, enter age as a two-digit number--
e., enter "00" for children under one year of age, "Ol" for those over one year

old, etc. Enter " 9911 for any person 99 or over.

'i tal status Circle the appropriate colum for each person l4 or over:

S --- Single (neyer married, now or previously)
M --- Currently married and spouse is alive
lIJ 

--- 

1ridowed and not remarried

D --- Divorced and not remarried
Sep - Separated from spouse. Do not include cases where marriage is

still intact and spouse is teIT orarily absent--e. g., a Dman
whose husband is in the service and is expected to return
home should be coded "H" rather than "Sep.

X --- Person is under 14 years of age

Attending school , is working
or over:

Circle the appropriate colum for each person

W --- 1rorking for wages , sala , or profit, but not attending school
S --- Attending school
B --- Both working and attending school (including both full-time and

part- time involvement in both or either)
)I --- Neither working nor attending school
X --- Person is under l4 years of age

E. Occupation Enter the kind of work the person does and the kind of place in
which he works. Do not confuse his occupation vTith his industry. For example
enter "shipping clerk, stockyards. Enter "school teacher in private colle ge.
Enter I1salesclerk in department store. " If you cannot obtain a clear job title
get a clear description of the person! s duties and note this in the margin, clear-

ly labelling the person to whom it applies. For industry, give the kind of busi-
ness (for example

, "

retail grocery"), not the company name (i. e., not IIA & 

p").

F. Place of work Enter the location, not the name of employer. For example

enter " 7th and Ashland , II "State and Madison " etc. If a street intersection
cannot be listed, give approximate location by reference to neighborhoods in the
ci ty, such as "North Lawndale area. II For suburban places of work, list the in..
corporated suburb nearest the place of work. If an individual works allover the
area, or if you cannot get one location for some other reason, enter the clearest
possible explanation of the circumstances. For example:

Works for railroad on ru between Chicago and New York.
office at Polk and Dearborn Streets. 

Reports to

"Salesman, visits offices allover South Side and South suburbs.
home as offi ce.

Uses own
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Income For each person l and over, enter the person's income during 1956.
In asking . about income, hand the respondent the income card and ask Question 7 G
first for the head. Then ask similar question for each other person 14 or over.
Make sure the respondent is reporting "total income" and not " take-home pay" and
is gi\ ng all income-- tips , bonuses, dependency allotn ntS; etc. , as well as wages
salary, etc. Enter the appropriate two-digit code from the income card.

The income to be entered is income before xes , social secllrity, and other de-
ductions. It should include all money income received b r the individual--itrages or

salary, piece-rate payments, co ssions , tips, bonuses, gifts from employers
profits from own business , fees, royalties , alimony, annuities , pensions, depend-
ency allotments from persons in the armed servces , contributions and gifts from
persons not members of the household, dividends, interest, insurance receipts
(i. e., receipts from paid-up endowment policies or the life insurance of a deceased
person1 income from the rental of property or from roomers and/or boarders, social

securi ty benefits , unemployment compens ation, veterans I benefits , workman I s com-

pensat,ion, etc. "Income" includes practically all money received by the person
(plus money earned by him but not received). There are, however, a f8iv types of
money receipts which are not to be considered as income:

(a) Allmmnce--money given to cover living expenses by one member of a family
to another in the same household.

(b) Borrowing--money borroitred from a bank, fj.nance company, relatives , or
other sources.

(c) Capita1 gains and losses--money received from the sale of a capital asset
by persons who are not in the business of selling such commodities: (1)
the sale of stocks and bonds by persons who are not securities dealers;
(2) the sale of a house by a person who is not a dealer in real estate;

(3) the sale of a private automobile by a person who is not a car dealer.

(d) Lump-sum payments--money received in one lump sum from insurance policies
estates, trusts , inheritances , gifts , etc.; but regular or periodic re-
ceipts from these sources are income.

(e) Pay "in kin pay "in kind" is not included as income, even though re-
cei ved as payment for work performed.

(f) Refunds--refunds of money for merchandise purchased but returned, refunds
of money deposited as an option for the right to purchase, refunds of
overpayment of taxes, etc.

(g)

Wi thdrawals of savings--money obtained from the withdrawals of bank de-
posits , the sale of U. . savings bonds , or other assets; only the interest
recei ved from bank deposits, bonds , or loans is income.

In some cases

, "

income" includes money not actually received- e., amounts de-
ducted from itrages for taxes, social sec ity, etc. Thus , "take-home" pay is
not total Hages or salary. The respondent may often report the "take-home" pay--
that is , wages or s alary, minus deductions for withholding tax, retirement pay,
union dues , war bonds, etc. If "take-home ll pay is reported, the deductions should
be added to it and the total counted as wage or salary income. If the respondent

knows only the amount of "take-home" pay, it may be necessary to itemize. the de-
ductions in order to get an estimate of the total before deductions.
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Business income is net money income or profit from the operation of a business , con-
sisting of total (or gross) money receipts , less the business enses: (l) Total
money receipts is the value of all goods sold or services rendered; include the
value of any net inventory increase. (2) Business expenses include cost of mer-
chandise purchased, rent, heat, light, and power expenses of the business quarters
depreciation of machinery and other business propert , decrease in the value of
inventory, wages and salaries paid to employees, business taxes , interest on the
business mortgages and debts. Capital expenditures, such as the purchase of new
buildings or machines or permanent improvements of existing buildings or ma.chinery
should not be considered as expenses; only the annual depreciation on such improve-

ments or purchases is expense. Personal expenses for such things as food, shelter
personal taxes, life or health insura.'1ce , improvement of living quarters, or pur-
chase of bonds , should be considered as business expenses.

Income must be on an annual be.sis "VJhere the respondent knows only "tveekly wages
or monthly salary, m:tiply by the number of weeks or months during which the per-
son vTaS employed at this rate in 1956. Do not simply multiply weekly wages by 52
wi thout making sure that the person was (or will be) employed at the specified
wage for the entire year. This is particularly important in the case of individu-
als in the buildig trades , vJho are frequently employed only part of the year--who
may even in fact, work only part of the time during the building season. The
entry is to be in terms of the codes shown on the income card.

QUESTION 8 Race and nati vi to Unless there is definite evidence to the contrar,
asume that all members are the same race or of the same nativity as

the respondent. Jhere you determine that the family is actually of mixed race
describe the situation in full and do not circle any of the " racefl entries. 
coding, follow these rules:

Mexican Include persons born in Mexico and those whose parents were born
in exico. If the head and his parents are native-born, but Spanish is
spoken in the home, it will be necessary to determine the original place
of origin; if Jviexico , code "Hexican.

Puerto Rican Include persons born in Puerto Rico and those whose parents
were born in Puerto Rico. If the head and his parents are native-born
but Spanish is spoken in tile home , it will be necessary to determine the
original place of origin; if Puerto Rico , code flPuerto Rican. II

Chinese or Japanese Include persons born in anina or Japan and those whose
parents were born in China or Japan. If the head and his parents are nati ve-
born, but Chinese or Japanese is spoken in the home, it will be necessary to
determne the original place of origin; if China or Japan, code "Chinese
or "Japanese.

Other white--foreign-born Foreign-born persons who are not Mexican
Puerto ican, or Oriental, shall be included here.

Other white--native-born- Include all other white persons born in the
United States.

Negro- Code by observation. Do not ask respondent whether he is a Negro.

Other (SPECIFY

)--

When in doubt how to code a given person I s race 
nativity, code here , and v ite out a full description of the situation.
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QUESTION 9: Be sure to ask all three parts of the question and to code each

part in the proper colum. Replies should be given in terms of
continuous residence to the present. If a person formerly lived in the neighbor-
hood, m07ed away, and recently returned, count onl;? the time since the return

QUFBTION 10: In this question (and in Questions 11 and l2) you may have to re-
mind the l espondent that you did not say he would have to move but

are merely asking what would happen if a move were necessary. If necessary, re-
mind the respondent that this survey is being conducted to help anticipate problems
so that the planners can do a better job of meeting people I s problems when re-
location becomes a real:i.ty--but remember that those inter"i.e ved may not be requiredto move. 

---

THE NEAR 1rJEST SIDE DEFINED 

For purposes of this survey, the Near TfTest Side is defined as the
area bou..lded by Kinzie on the North, l6th Street on the south the
Chicago River on the east, and Talmn Avenue on the west. 

Don't accept a "Can't decide" answer on the first part of Question 10 unless you
have probed and find respondent has a real conflict on where he would like to move.
If necessary, probe: "Well, as things look to you now, where do you think you'd
go?n or "I guess nobody really knows until the time comes , but "That's your best
guess? lihere would you want to move? In either case, repeat the five alterna-
tives.

In Question lO A, do not accept vague answers like nltts a good place to live , n

"I just like it !! or nHy famly likes it , n and guard against circular anS1erers like
"Of all the places in Chicago, I lil(e this neighborhood the best. " We Hant to
know specifically what kinds of things he likes about the neighborhood. Probe:
nWhat do you like about it?!! or I!What kinds make you like it better than other
neighborhoods?!! or "Can you give me some examples of the kirr s of things that youlike about the Side?!!

QUESTION ll: Again, "latch for vague anSI1Ters like "I'd have an a"Jful lot 
trouble " or n It would be just terrible. The amount of trouble

is a subjective judgment, and we can 't tell how people use the term. It's impor-

ta.1't for us to know ,.nether this respondent looks on a projected move as difficult
because "we can barely manage to pay the rent as it is, and "Te' d never find
another place as cheap as this , I! or nIt's hard to give up the place liJhere you've
lived most of your life and where all three of your kids was born--i t' s got
memories. n The first reply involves a cle r financial hardship, while the second
involves an emotional tie ,,,hich is an equally real and important problem for many
persons. You 'll find--if you probe--some respondents concerned about the diffi-
culties of finding the of apartment they want, some who are resistant to any
kind of change , some who Irll raise otherldnds of difficulties we can't anticipate.
TI1at t s why most initial answers to this question must be probed.

Simlarly, watch for vague responses to 11 B. If a respondent has just regaled
you with a long list of difficulties, this does not preclude the possibility that
there are also positive advantages to be derived. You may have to reassure a
person that " I know how you feel , but can you think of any way at all that you
might benefit if you had to move out while this place was being fixed up or re-
placed? II
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QUEST Your respondent may already be familiar 1rJith Chicago housing pro-
jects, but you may present the list and the map sh01dng the location

of various projects. Again, reassurances that no one is going to force him to
move into a housing project may be in order. Similarly, you may have to point
out that you are a "researcher:! and can't get him an apartment in a housing pro-
ject.

QUESTION 13 This infom.ation is needed if we ever wish to conduct follow-up
studies on what happens to the people in a relocation site. Too

often, residents move out of the area as soon as the word is passed that the area
is slated for a relocation project. Unless we have some w r of locating the

people in le future, meaningful research is impossible. Reassure youx respondent
that this information is confidential , but get the information


