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INTODUCTION

In September , 1947, the 1\Qrican Association for the Uni tad
Nations and the United Nations Association of Cincinnati began a six.
months I program aimed "not at influencing opinion, but rather. at a

presentation of facts about the United Nations. 
"1 Cincinnati was

chosen as " e typical American city in which to demonstrate how a
whole community may become SO intelligently informed on world affairs
as to b a dynamic force i the creation of an ordered and eventually

a peaceful world. In undertaking this task, the Cincinnati Plan for

the United Nations took its keYl'ote from the Preamble of the Consti tu.
tion of UNSCO: "Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that the defenses of peace must be constructed. The

Cincinnati Plan group added, " It is not onl our duty, but our right
as citizens of le world to know more about the United Nations -- to

sUPP'?! it n to strengthen it 

.. 

to construct this defense of

Pea e. "

It is not within the sco;pe of this report to describe fully

the cotise of the program put into operation inClncinnati. We assume

that the full report of the Committee will give the details of
. this

civic mobilization -- the amo t and kind of special information

features in newspapers and on the radio; the special pamph1ete, signs
and posters prepared and distributed , the special meetings , speakers

and sermons. This report is concernsq, with one :pbase of the Cincixmati
Plan; viz. , the resu1 ts achisvedby the Plan as reflected. in opinion
surveys made before the opening of the cam.paign in September, 

1947 and

again at its close in. March, 1948. 
In all, three samples of the adult population Of the

Cincinnati Metropolitan District were obtained:

A sample of 745 sdul ts were interviewed in September, 1947.

A sub sgmple of 592 of the originally in.terviewed aample

of 745 were reinterviewed in March, 1948. The 20% who

were not reinterviewed were omitted for a variety of
reasons: d.1fficul ties in locating them; refusals to be

reinterviewed; departure from Cincinnati , ete. Careful
comparison!; indicated , however, that tl1eir omission did

not introduce any biases 

A new sample of 758 adults were interviewed in March , 1948.

In selecting the two main samples , a procedure was followed

which gave every household within the city and its suburbs an equal
chance of being included. Once this random sample of householda was

drawn, an attempt was made to interview one person within each house-

The unidentified quotations are from the literature of the Coroi 
ttae

on the Cincinnati Plan for the United Nations.
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hold, these persons to be choaenin euc:p a way aato coneti tute a
representative samp1e of the t;dulta of Greater Cincinnati. In a
quarter ' of the cases , rigid oontrole were ineti tu.tedto make oertain
that every member of the houee)lold would have an equal ohance of being
interv1ewe9-i in the remainder of the sample the individual to be inter-
viewed was not completely predetermined. Careful alyais indioated

that the eamp1esobtained tended to give (wer-representation- to the more
easily accessible households an individuals ,so adjustments to oorrect
for this potential aotUce of bias have been made. 

The adjueted samples , on which this report is based, consti-
tute accurate minattUea of the adult population of theCinoinnati
Metropolitan District. The representativeness efeach of these samples
as well as their oomparability with one another are iMicated by data
on the composition of eaoh eample shown in the' appendix.

The first report s arized attitudes among Cincinnatians in
September, 1947 as follows:

. . 

attitudes aD1o Cinc:hmatians.. . are not t1ose 
active opposition to an international outlook gener-
ally or to the Un1 ted. Nations more particularly. There
issoroe criticism and dissatisfaction, but most people

neverthe;1esa express confidence in the Un1tedNatione
and a dieposi tion to continue to work throug it.

ougthis " good will" exists, it is usually not
buttressed. by more active support. Many people are

neither well informed about nor interested. in the

Un! ted Nations and i ts rob1ems. Their indifference
often reflects an inability to see the co ectiQn of
such vast and remote problems to their immediate personal
lives ap,d ooncerns. For others the sheer bigness and
complexi ty of international issues ' lead to the apat etic
conviction 1at there is nothing an ordinary individual
can do about them 8Py8y.

.Aong the conclusions of the first study of particular importance to
recall now were: .

A campaign to awaken interest in and prcm0te knowledge
about the United Nations... encounters little aotive
resistance , but must reckon with the indifferenc;e an
passivi ty whioh lie behind statements of supQort.

(' major importance to the success of any such program
is some way of overcoming the widespread lack of interest
and indifference to it. The communication of isolated
facts of a highly specific nature is of little importance
to the larger goals of an informat on program.

ncir1ati Looks at the United Nations.
7iinion esearch. Cen er m1meogr phed),

Ibid, page 31.

Ibid , page .18"

Report No. 37, National
page 3.
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Interest. . . is rather low among C1Icinnatians. 'Wile
:tnterest can be show to be . a correlate of socio-
economic position, it is even more a function of
und.erlying convictions about America ' s role in the
world ?nd of an ability to grasp the personal signi-
. flca.tlce of international developments in the lives

of individuals. 1

The first report, then, clearly waned that an information progam en
behalf of the Unted, Natiot1 must first prepare iteway by creatin
interest in the information to be offered. It also seemed. to indicate
that little interest could be aroused uness people could be made to
see how immediately and personallysignifioant seemingly remote
international decisions are. 

As this , the report of the second survey, will inioate , the

Cincinnati plan did. not achieve these pre-conditions;and. irterest
information and opinion were left essential unaltered by the Plan.
Some changes oocured, but these appear to be resw. ts of events ta!ing
place outside of Cincinnati. By and large, information m.edia in these

six months reached the groups who were alrady motivated 'before the
campai and who were , therefore , least in need. of the campaign. In
failing to awaken new interest, the Cincinnati program failed. to reach
the new audienoe it sougt.

Ibid, page 10.
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PART I

CJES IN INTT INORTION AN OPINION WIW REPECT TO TH
UNITE NATIONS

In the sections which follow, the rE(sul ts of the seoond

survey are compared with th se of the first. These comparisons '
will indicate the extent to which opinion i:p Cincinnati in Mach
1948 was different from that of September , 1947.

The primary intent here is to get clearly before the
read.er the changes which took place. In Part II we will t'Un to
a discussion of the role 'of the Cincinnati Plan. Our primary
focua here , then , is on ch8I1e The reader who is interested

in a more complete docum ntation of the description of the state
of' o)?inion in September , quoted in the Introduction, and. in the
interrelations of interest , information,and opinion in t

complex is referred to the eal'liar report.

es in Interest in International Events

In March , 1948 , international issues assumed much greater im-
portance in the thinking of Cincinnatians than they did in September

J.947. At the earlier date , domestic infh,tion had been the leading
concern , and only 47% 'b.ad mentioned any international problem. as atlong
those presently facing the United States. In September 74.10 referred
to international developments. This increase was largely a preoccupa-
tion with the " cold war" between Russia and the Unitec. States. At the
time that interviewing was taking place , American-Soviet relations were

at a bQttom. point , and predictions that war was imminent were wide-
spread. It is not surprising, then, that the p:Ioportiona m.entioning
problems of maintaining peace or threats' of another war :10136 from. 24i
to 46%, and those citing Soviet-American relatione increased. . frOLl 16%

to 29%. People were a ked:

. , .

It is to be expected that , b.ad the interviewing been done even a few
weeks later when the atmosphere of immediate crisis 4ad somewhat su,b-

sided, these proportions would not have been eo high.



When you think of the problema' facil' thetIited
states no, whioh one comes to your mind first?
What other problems do you thin of?"

Domestio problema

-Inflation, the high cost of' livi:c.
HousiD( 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Labor p'roblema .

, . . .

Depression, unmploymnt

. . . . . . . . . .

Oter domestic issues

. . . . . 

e- . . 

. . . .

International Problema

.Aother war, m.intaini:c peace.

Relations with Russia. . . 

Control of the atomio 'bomb .

. . . .. . 

uni ted Nations. 

. . . . . .. . .

Other lnternationa1 issues. .

.. . , .

No opinion. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 

March, September1948 1947 "

4Tl

11,

percentages in these' columa add to m.ore than 100% because some
respondents nam.ed more thl; one problem.

..5..



. In Iteepine with thesespontaneb'U expressionS of bone ern
interest in 1\erican ;relations with Russia increased, over these six
months In March, 1948 , 68% expressed "keen" interostin news about

rela'tions with Russia, an increase of 14% from th September, finding

that 54% were interested. Nevertheless

, "

the cost 07: li'ringi'remained

the topic of deep inter eat to the laxgeet number of people -- 90%
indicating a "kEjen" interest;

We td like to know how ' much ihterestthepub;tic takes
in a number of questions. For example , db ' Y9 yourself
take ,a +teen interest, onl a mild interest or practically
none at all in news about:

porti6ns takinga keen" interest

Mlcn , 1948 September, 1947

The cost of liv ing. 90% 92%

relatione with Russia

The control of the atomic bomb

strikes an labor problems. 

United Nations.

Our trade with other countries 

It is interesting to note that; of these six 'topics, all those

, concerned wi th nternationalproblems show an increase in: interest over
the six month period, whiJ,ethere are declines ' in interes't in the two
domestic issues presented. In three cases .- the cost of ).lYing, the
Unlted NaMons and foreigntrade ;' the changes are so small that. they
Camot be considered statistically significantl ; nev61"the1esa the ' pattern
is sugestive.

If we look at the breadth of interest in international problems
as measured by the n1.ber of international i tams trom the foregoing list

in which people expressed interest , we find that lnterestlevels in
Maroh , while till relatively low, did show 'an increase bf interest since

Septem'ber . In September , 25% had not been interested :1n a of the four

" ' ' "

Since e are dealing with samples , a certain amount of variation between

Mach and September can be expected because of chance fluctuatiops in
sampling. With the size samplesemployed here , differences of 5% or

more may be regarded as beyond the range of, variation to be expected
from sampling fluctuations alone . W,en compax':1aons are w;de between
sUb$1oU.ps of each sample, th$differences m.ust , OfCOurS6 , 'be larger.
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issues , and 28% were interested in only one. In March , however , the
corresponding proportions were 19% and, 22%, respectively. In other
words , the size of the least interested group fell from 53% to 41%.

Interest scores are shown in more detail below:

Number of international items
for which "keen" interest is
expressed:

None

. . . . . . . . 

-0 .' 11 .

One

. . . .

Two

. . .. . . ..

Thee. .

. . .. . ... . . . . . 

FoUI 

,. . . . . . . . . . .. . .

March September
1948 1947

19% 25%

100% 100%

There is , however , evidence that this , growth of interest is
wholly accounted for by the then-current concern that war between the
Uni tad states and Russia was immed;iately impending. Fo:r it we exclude
relations with Russia from the list of international issues and limit

our attention to interest in the United Nations , in control of the

atomic bomb and in foreign trade. - all questions which we would not
expect to fluctuate so violently with day- to-day news -- there were in
Mach , 1948, about as many people uninterested inari of these three

tQpics as there had been in September , 1947. At each time period

rougly a third were no interested in any of the three issues cited;
a third were interested in only onej and a t1ird interested in two or

three of t):em. The exact f:igures are;

NUIber of international items --
excluding relatione with Busia 

for which "keen" interest is
expressed;

None . 

.. .. . 

$0 . .

Two

. .- . . 

Three

. . 

..7-

March September,
1948 1947

. 300; 34%

100% lQO%



Changeain' General OJientatiozitoward!rterriational,Re1a ions

By March, 1948 , there had been no ' alteration in the general

point of view from which Cincinnati looked at world affairs in ' September.
Majority opinion, withnoaignificant clianEt, cbnti ued:to support

American participation in world affairs and favored an international
police force and event ai international control of the atomic bomb; 
There remained a largemip.orit;v Who viewed other nationswithauspicion
and a larg6 minority \1abl to see any influencing of their ow lives
by international trade: 

Do you think i:twillbe best for the future
of this country if we take ' an aotivepart in
worldaffaira, ' or if we stay out of world
affairs

Take an active part

Mach

, ,

+948,

66%

stay out

. .

., of .

. . .. . .

Don I t 'know

lOci'

Wouldyou like to see 'the united states join
in the, movement to establish an international
pOlice force to, maintain world. peace 

Yes. .

March
1948

. .

. 73 % 

. . .

No . 

. . .

, 15

. !,

Don 't know. E.,
100%

Do you think there Should eventually be . some

sort of international control of atom:tcbombs
or should each countrYremi:infree to make its
own bombs 1"

International control. . 

. . . . .

Each country free

March,
1948

57%

.. .- . . . . 

Don t know. , 12
100%

. . 

8..

September
1947 

65%

100C

September
1947 

76%

100%

Septetnb
1947 '

60%



Do you think you would be better off personal
if the Un! ted states would trade more with foreign
countries 1"

Yes , better off

. . 

No.. 

. . . . . . -. . . . . .

ft " .

Don't know. 

. . . . 

Do you thiri most foreign countries can be
trusted to meet us half-way in workin out
problems together or do you tAink most of
them canot 'be trusted to meet us half..way'l"

Can be truated. 

. . . .

Cannot be trusted

Mach
1948

53%

100%

March
1948

49%

Don 't know. . . 

. . . . . . . . . . 

September,
1947

52%

100%

September,
1947

45%

100%

'!is rejection of' isolationism which is , nevertheless,

accompanied by a good deal of suspicion and distrust can, perhaps
best be explained by the pervasive fear of wars. Back in September

72oj accepte(i the statement that ffthere will always 'be ware between
countries, II while 24% felt that II someday we I II tind a way to prevent

war a. II In , these opinions had not noticeably altered: 68%

regarded war as inevitable , while 28% thought they could eventually

be prevented. (At each time period 4% were undecided. 

What had aharplycnanged from September to March w8sthe
pectation that the United States was close to its next war. 

September , 48% of the adults of Cincinnati expected the United .States
to fight in another war within the next ten years. By March Qf th;is
year, 73i were expres ing this view:

..9-



Do you expect the United States- to fight in another
war within the next ten years 711

Yes

. . . . .. . . . . . , . . . . .

March
1948

73%

Don 't know. . . 

. . 

100%

September
1947

48%

100%

In this respect, aa in the other opinions discussed in this

section, CinciMti paralleled the nation. During a- period of about 
year, national surveys made by the National Opinion Research Center
indicate that the national expectation of war wi thin the next ten years

rose from 48% to 74%. The national proportions sayitl they expected

the United States to fight :in another war wi thin the next ten years
were: 

April, 1947 

. . . . . . 

Jul, 1947

. . . . . . . . 

48%

49%

57%

74%

October , 1947. .

. , " . 

Mach, 191,8 

There oan be little question that this rising expectation of

war stemmd mostly from a growing distrust of Russia. We have already
seen an increase in the number of people referring directly to American.
Russian relations and to the threat of war. .A the proportion distrust-
ing Russia increased from 74% to 80%. Since so m.any people diJ;trusted
Russia at the beginning of our six months ' period the change indicated-
by these data is not large , but it may be assumed that there was ,
increase as wf?ll in the intensity of the distruat People were asked:

Do you thinlc we can count on Russia to meet us
half-way in worklDg out problems together?"

Yes

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Ma;lch
1948

10%

No It . . . 

. . . . . ., . .

80,

Don t know. 

. . ...

100%

..10-

September,
1.947

100%



Again, there was a close parallel i:Q natiol1al thinking. Thoughout the
nation, the proportions saying they did not count on R'Usia were:

Jul, 1947 . 

. .

October , 1947

. . . . . .

62%

67%

73%Deoember , 1947

.. . . . . . . 

Ways of making war less likely ocourred to 78% of the adults
in Cine innti in Mach when they were aaked: I1What do you think could be

done to mae war less likely?" .

' .

This resUlt reveals no certain or significant shift from September , when

74% were able to make sugestions. Nor had the suggestions thellel ves
changed to any great extent. As in September , the ways of reducing the
1iklihood of war which people suggested tended to be 'Very goneral, to stress
more desired ends than practical means of attaining them.. Thus the three
leading suggestions at both pori ods were that peoPle ought to become
m.ore religious , that in some unspecified way nations should acquire
more respect, cooperation and understanding among themselves , and that

somehow people shoUld achieve greater understanding of onE) another.
More concrete proposals were less often advanced, but the leading ones
here were that the United States ShORld alter its policies toward Russia
should turn toward policies of national preparedness , or toward policies

of ieo1ation. Very few people referred to the United Nations as an agency
for preventing War. In gre ter detail , the ansers giv n in March and
September were:

-:11-



What do you think oan be done to make war less likely11t ,

Changes in Indiviq.ua1s

Turn. to God, Christianity or religion

, -

pray more...
Get better unerstanding of one another. . " 

. . 

Promote education. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

People should become leas greedy oreelfish. . . 

En racial or religious prejudice or discrimi.
nation. 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cha es in Leade ship
Replace present leadership in V. or some

other country. . '

. . . , . .' . . '.' . . . . 

Leaders should be less " selfish , more cooiJerative

ete... 

. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .

ChaASas in NationalPolic

U. S. should change policy towards Russia. 

. . 

U. S. should return to policy of isolation. 

. . 

U. S. should stress military preparedness
keep atomic bomb secret , ete. . . 

. . . . 

Miscellaneous. . 

. . . . . . " 

Changs in International Relations
General: More respect, cooperation and

understanding among nations. 

. . . . 

Action by or for theU"l tad Nations" . . 

Reliance upon other ki s bfi1iternational

organization: world government, militar
alliances , ate. . . 

. ' .. . . . . . 

International disarmament and/or control of
atomic bomb.. . 

. . . . . . . ' . . . -- ... '. . . . 

More eq table distribution of world resources. 

. .

other. . . 

. " . . . . . . . 

Nothing can be don?

. . . ... .. .

Don't know, not interested

. . . '. . . . . . 

Mach september
1947

11$ 11%

102%2 06%2

In tl1is and succeeding tables an asterisk is used to indicate leas than

5i.

percentages in these colums add to moretha 100% because a few

respondents offered mare than one suggestion.

..:J2..



Changes in Inormation about the Uni tad Nation

It may be recalled that information levels with respect to the
United Nations were rather loW in Cincinnti in September. The Mach
1948, surey found that the, information picture had not altered during
the ' six months between sureys. In September it was foun that 30%
of the adults of Cine innati were unable to sl;y what the main, purpose
of the Uni tedNations was. In Mach, 28% seemed by this criterion to
'be tCacquainted with the Uni tad , Nations. This difference is so small
that it must be regarded as a mere sampling fluctuation; both surveys
found essentially the same proportion of peo

rle unamiliar
, for all

practical p pose8 , with the United Nations.

Simiiarly, when those "Who had this initial faia1iari ty wi ththe
Uni tad ations were asked a series of more specific questions dealing
with the work of the United Nations, the March results indicated that

misinformation and lack of information were about as general as they
had been in SeJ;tember. A large majority still thought , inoo:lrectly, that

the United Nations had been given the responsibility for working out peace
terms with Germany and Japan. :But in two cases , statllitically signifi-
oant gaine in information over September were ;foun: In .Mch, somewhat
larger proportions knew that securing equal rights for all J)ople and 
iF..proving world health conditions fell within the scope of United 
Nations I acti vi ties:

As fer as you know, is the job of the United

Nations to....

See that all people everywhere get
equal rights? (Yes). . . 

. . . . . . . .

Improve health oonditions in different perts
, of the world"/ (Yes). . 

. . . . . 

Increase trade between countries? (Yes). . . 

Dtal vi tn disarnament ari control of the atomic
bom.b'l (Yes). 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Set ups new world language to 'be used in
all countries'1 (No). 

. . . . . . . . . 

Work out peace treaties wi th Germany and J &panf
(No). 

. . .

of .. . ,

. . . . .. . . . . . . . 

Proportions answering
each item correctly

March, September
1948 , 1947

The question asked was: "What wow.cl you say is the m in p:up ae of the

Unted Nations organization?" Interviewers were ,instructed to interprt
anwers here ' liberally, but if they decided that the person had no idea
what the United Nations was to omit all futher questions about the 
Uni ted. Nations . J;n coding interviews , also ' any answers which implied
even a remote fatlilieri tywi th the broad outlines of the Uni tt;d Nations
was accepted. 

-13-



In general, however , information levels were not increased.
Usin as .an index the number of these six items answered oorrectly,
the aistribution of information soares is almost identical at the two
tim.e :periods:

No. of items correctlY
answered March , 1948

. . . . . . . . . . 

o . . . . 

. . 

1$- " f ; .
72'

September, 1947

70%

'ie same conclusion must be drawn from. questions dealing with
another type of information about the Uni tad Nations; naly ,knowledge
of the veto power in the United Nations. In September , 34% said they had
heard or read about the veto, though only 7% could explain its workiDt
correctly, in terms of the requirement of big power unanimity. In Mach,
37% aaid they were familiar with it ,and , again, only 7% could explain it.
At the earlier date , 7% were aware that the veto power could only be used
in the Security Councll and not in the General Assembly as well; at the
later date, 8% knew this.

anges in Opinion about the United Nations

Satisfaction with the progress which has been made by the
United Nations declined somewhat from September, 1947 to 

, 1948.

In Septem.ber , 34% said they were satisfied and ,28% said they were dis-
satisfied; in March theproportiona were alm.ost exactly reversed: 29

were satisfied; an 33%, dissatisfied. The question:

" In general , are you satis:fied or dissati8fi d with
the progresa that the Ubi ted Nations organization has

14ade so far 111 
Satisfied. . . 

. . 

Dissatisfied. . . 

. .

March I 1948

29%

. . .. .

72%

Don't know 

. . . . .. .

tember. 1941

34%

70%

Since , in this study, the sizeable grou.ps who appeared to have
no fam.iliari ty with the Un! ted Nations were not asked the opinion
qu.estions about the united Nations, these results do not reflect the

thinking of all adults in Cincipnati and are not directly cotlparab1e with
the findings of national surveys. 
It will be recalled that these infornation questions were not asked of
those who were un8Uliliar with the United Nations. These' colUD would"

add to loff if the 28$ and 3rJ who did not know what the United Natio
was at each title period were show.
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But, these national results indicate that around the time of the second
survey in Cincinnati a similar drop in satisfaction with United Nations'
progress was taking place throughout the country:

May f 1948 bruarY I 1948: September . 1947

Satisfied 21% 31% 33%

Dissatisfied

Undec ided

100% lOci 100%

From these national results , it would seem that man people
who did not know what the uni tad Nations was nevertheless expressed an
opinion about the United Nations. The obvious implication of the faot

that such people could express opinions is 'that th& partial results
obtained for Cincinnati cannot be generalized to all the ,adults of
Cincinnati simply by adding these people into the U don t lmowll group.

Another way to estimate the opinions of all the adults of
Cincinnati would be to assume that the people not queried on this issue
wo:ud have, divided on it. in apPI'oximately theaame way as those who
were queried. If this assumption were correct 3 the re ults for

Cincinnti wov d be:

. . . .

Mach. 1948

40%

September, 1

48%Satisfied. . . 

. . .. . .

Dissatisfied

. . . . 

100%

Undecided. . 

. . . . . . 

100%

1 .

" .

These results are :fom Gallup ' Polls , as ',reported in Chiyago Dail;r
News , May 26 , 1948. The question used by Gallup was worded somewhat
dJerently: "Are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the progress that
the United Nations has made to d.ate?"

, These results are from NORC national surveys , using the same question

quoted in text.

This ass1Zption is in part employed in the earlier report , fo'1 the

reason that these figures are the, same, 8$ the proportions obtained
among those queried. ' In order to make comparisonS' between groups 
which widely varying proportions have been asked these ques iona , it

wasnece sary to shift to the queried sub-group within each group in
orerto have com,parab1e bases of 100% in each group. '!e difference

between the size of the groups not queried in March and Septemberls
small enough to mEike results di;tectly comparable without this trans-formation. 
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It is probable , however, that this assumption overestimates
satisfaction with the United Nations for we know from the earlier reportthat: 

Those not familiar with the United Nations tend to
hold mora isolationist, positions.

The less well-informed are more likely to be dis-
satisfied with Un! ted Nations progress than the
better-informed. 2 

It seems reasonable , then, to suppose that if the omitted group had been
queried they would have expressed dissatisfaction more often than didthe queried grQUp. 

The best assumption that can be made , then, is that the actual

proportion of CincinnatiDns satisfied with tie United Nations ' per-

formanoe fell somewhere between the 29% shown in the first table 
the 40% shown immediately above; and, wae probably closer to the first
figue than to the second. The proportions dissatisfied and ecided
were , correspondingly, probably higher than either of the figures show.
In view of the fact that on other questions relating to international
events Cincinnati opinion closely, rese!Jbled; national opinion, the national
results may be regarded aa not too bad a compromise estimate. 3

At an rate hatever the exact proportion of Cinci;aatians
satisfied or dissatisfied with the pross being made by the United
Nations , there can be 11 ttle question thst satisfaction with the Un! tad
Nations declined in the six months under st11y. Accomp8Dlng this
chane was an increase in pessimism about its ' chances for ultimate
success. But despite this growth in dissatisfaction and pessimism
there was no significant alteration in the ,size of the majority who
nevertheless felt that the UnitedStaces should continue to work within
the United Nations framork. People we;reasked:

See earlier :.'aport, page -l5.

See earlier report, page 23.

In the following presentation, whenever possible , all these figures

ere shown. The reader is cautioned to keep this discussion in mind
in interpreting the results. UnfortunatelY, for ma, of the questions
there are no nat onal comparisons.
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Do you thip- the Unted Nations organization "ill
succeed in spite of the disagreements that have come
up amoI1 Enand RUlsia am the Upi ted States , or do

you thiI11iese dleagreeraenta are 80 serioUs that the
. Uniteti Nations organization will fail 'J"

Proportions 8mo;1 entire Propol'tions among thosesample ,- queried

' ,

March 1948 eptemp' 1947 M ch, 12;8 Sep1.emb.er , 1947

Will sucoeed.. 35% 43'% 48% 62%34 18 

-- 

Will fail.....
know....

72% 70% 100% 100%

SOl'l people say therea+6 SO many diaagreeme;r
in the Ulli ted Nations , that we would be petter
off 1.0 get' together wi th ' other coootries and
wOrk O;t it\ternatioIlsl problell outside the U.

Oi;er people say that W'orking though the U.
is the beat ay to preserve peace.

Row do you feel about this? (ShouJd ye work
separately Wi th apq countries that want to
join ua, or should we 'work mainly t o1J
tl1eUnii.d NatioXlS '1)" 

oportions among
entire sample

lJar.dh " Septem'ger,
1948 1947

;Poportions among
those ' ueried'

March September ,1948 1947

Wo:rk separately............ 12% 10% 17% 14%

Though U. N. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. '"

Don!t kIow...............,.
72'%' 70% 100% 100%

The things for which people praised and blamed the United Nations
rem.ained substantially the same from September toM8;h except for a

creas6 in. th6f66li that the United Nations Was fai1 - f ili#g
to act, failing to prevent war. As Mfore , sizeable proportions ",er
ooable to sayanythiM specific about tihe United Nations. ' And the'
freQ1lency with whichpeQp1e praised 6rb:Jal4edt1eU d Na'jions for

e handling of overseas food anq. rel1ef-- a problem hamJ.ed. primarilY
by other agencies -- again indicated :te qonfuseq. ap. i!1pressio :d.st1
a1;UZe of thei; j udgllents. In m.ol'edetail 
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What 'Would you say are some of the good
things the United Nations has done s'O'1"

Handing of overseas food
and relief. 

. . . .

Creates or is creating
uni ty between nations , has

ended isolationism, breaks
down cultural or trade
barriers. . . 

. . . . . . . 

Handling of specific issues;
Palestine , Greece , atom.ic
bomb , t.SCO, occupation
forces , ete. 

" . . . , . . . . . 

Helps nations to get together
to talk over problems; acts
as a for'U or souning
board;

. . . . .. .

Has helped small nations
curbed big ones. 

. . 

Has or is trying to curb
Russ $an power.

. . . . . ' '" . .

Is creating better unerstand-
ing 'between Rusia and rest
of world. 

. . . . . ' . '. . ' . .

Vague general approval of
U. N. 

. - . .

U. N. has done nothing good
so far .It . . 

. ". . ". . . . . . 

. . 11

Proportions among
entire sample

March, September1948 

Don t t know, mable to , answer. . 

. . 

8Cf;o 74% 1

Proportions among
those queried

blach, September
1948 . 1947

12%

108% 1

---

104% 1

'Jese colums add to more than their respective totals of 72%, 70%,
100% and 100% because a few respondents gave more than one response.
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The eri tic isms of the United Nations were:

What would you say are some ' of the bad
things about the United Nations so far?"

U. N. is failing, too much

1ia1 and not enoug
action, lack of unity,
bickering, arguing. . . 

. . . .

Russian power is not curbed
enoug;difficultieawi th
Russia; Ri.ssiashould be
barred. 

. . . . . . .. . . . 

Handling of specific issues:
not enough relief to
estitute countries

Palestine, Greece , failure
to proceed with disarmament
and control, of atomic bomb. . 

Big nations have too much
power; should do away with
veto; m.ke all- nations eQual

. .

U. S. doesn 1 t have enoug
power; is be iD taken
advantage of. 

. . . . . . . .

Vague general disapproval of
U. N. . . 

. . . . :. . . . .

Everything is bad about it;
should never have joined
should leave it now. . . 

. . 

Nothing bad about U. ; just

growing pains. 

. . . . . . 

Don't know, unable to answer. 

P.oportions among
entire sample

Mach , Septembe
1948 ' 1947 '

19'/ 13%

Proportions among
those queried

March , September
1948 , 1947

25%

108% 1

18%

..-

106%

These colums add to more than their respeotive totals of 72%, 70%, 100%
and 10() be98use a few respondents gave mOre than one E:pawer.

, ..19-
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5. Changes in Action and Apathy withRes ct to. the United Nations

At both time periods , most people did not be10ngtoorgani.
zatione wh$re world affairs were discussed nor at end sUCh meetings

and. there was no noticeable ' change in this regard during the six month

' .

period. In SeJ;tember , 1947, eorhere between 11 and 15%eaid they did
. b.elon to such groupe or atten meetings; ip. March , 1948, thepl"()portion

was 12-16%. 
. At both . time periods , close to half the adul tsactu&lly had

orgazational affiliations. . (The exact figures. obtained. were 47%
in September an 46% in Mach. ). The:;patterns of mem.bershtpdid not
alter Peop+e moat. frequently be10Dged .to men' s. or -women ssocial
professional or fraternal ,groups , labor unioneand church groups , in

that o er. . The groups which p.eople na d. asonEiswhich did discuss world
, eventefol1owedthe. same pattern.as that for their general JMm1?ership,
except that labor unions. wereles8 often mentioned in thisreepect than
the size of their memberShip .would. warrant. At both times; . 1e.ss than

half of . one peroent ' . ( eO tua1ly, two people in . September end one. in March)
reported partioipation in the Amrican Association foJ; the United. Nations
or. the United Natio Associatlonof Cin,cinnti.

. In MaCh as in September, eleven out of twelve Qf those who

. '

did not participate said ,that they.had never been approached to join
. such groups or attend auchm.et1:ns. At both times , only 7% of those
queried (or 5% of the entire sample) said "y€;SIl in s.nswer to the question
(asked onl of thos whodidnot attend meetings or belopg to groups): 
Have you aver been approaohed to join S\1oh a .group or attend such a

meetingt" The picture with regard to m.embership an partiQipation may
be sumarized as:

Belong or participate. 

. . 

Proportions among
entire sample

l1a%ch, September1948 1947

; .

Proportions among
those queried

Ms.Qh , . September 

~~~

Do not belong. or parti-
cipate
Rave been approached. . 

Eave not been approached.

100%72%

-Z.
70%

Readers interested in more detail on participation are referred to

the earlier repQrt , ptiges 27-28.
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ese data sboUtd not be taken too literally; at th very
least it aboUtd not be 1m'erred that the bulk of non-participation
is primarily attributable to failure to approach people. For most

of the non-participants in Mach continued to explain that fact in
terms of the ' sam kind of indifference noted in September . Most

reasons given were of the "I don't kn wl+, I just don 'tll or the
too busy, 11 "not interested'! type:

Dc you happen to belong to an groupa or
organzations or attend a meeti:os where

they talk about world affairs like the
United Nations? (If 'No ) Is there an
particul reason wby you don t t?"

Proportions amng
entire saIJ?le

.Mch , September1948 1947

J3loDg or participate. 

. . . . . .

;l.

Raven't been asked to join
not fa.lliUar with 
gt' Ot'pS to join. . . . 

. . . . . .

Time: Raven' t got the time
too busy, other activities
interfere. . . '

. . . . . . ' . . 

. . 13

Just not interested. .

Personal reasons: age 

heal th, newness in
community, etc. 

. . . 

Dislike belonging to any
organization. . 

. . . . . . . .

Wouldn't do any good
\Uecessary, none of
TJ business. . . 

Opposed to united Nations . f . 
Den't know why; no
partioular reason. . 31

70172%

2J,-

Proportions among
those q,ueried

March Septem.ber
- 1948 1947

16%

10CY 100%



Just aa the low level of participation continued unchaned
general familiarity with the :ns of Cincimti organizations trying
to help the United, Nations did not ine;teaae . slgnific tJ.. It waS

till onl a sm.all mi ori ty of the population who cou1d nae , such groups
-- about one in ten: ..

Do you happen to mow the names of 
groups Or organzations here in Clncl
that are. tlinsto help the United Nations'l"

Proportions BmooProportions amDg
entire sample ' those .,uerled

Mach , September, Maoh, September,
B . ' 1 1 , 48 - 1947

Yes. . . 

. . . . . . . .

10% 710 1310 

&. 

7210 70% 10010 1001

As before , the groups namd scattered over all possible kind. About
210 cited either the .Arioan Association of the United Nations or the
United Natiqns Association of Cincinati.

As we noted in September, people were more wil1ir to concede
that something could be done by inividuals or groups to aid th United.
Nations than they were to partioipate themselves. ' . At the sam t1m,
there were man who felt that nei erorganized groups nor indivld.uale
could do anthin praotical to influence world. events. ' These state-

ments rem.in essentially unltered. for March. Something between a
half to tw-thirs of Cininnati adults be1:teved organizations oOuld
be of prac tioal use to the Un! ted Nations. From a third to a half
believed that the average individual could be of aE;sistae. Neverthe-
less the Mah results indicate someredu.ction from September in the
ntUber of people holding apathetloor defeatiatat1:i tua-6$tqwthe
efficacy of individW4 and group actiqn. People were asked: 

In your opinion, can these groups an 
organizations .(sroups ari organizatiions
that . ar tryin o he;lpthe United Nlj:tions)
do anythiDg to help the. United Nations 14 apractlca1wayt" 

No . . 

. . . . . .. . 

Proportions amo:c
entire sample

Mach, eptembe:r,1948 1947

. ,

46% 40112 
14 

72% 7rf

Proportion aIDg
those 9,ueried

Maoh, September
. 1947

65% 57%16 l2 
100% 

Yes. 

.. .. . .. .

Don't know . 

. . 

See pagea 23..27 in earlier report.
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Do you think there t s anthin the average.
persoll can do to help make the Un! tedNat10ns
more successful? (What?)"

b'oportions among
entire sample

March, September1948 
1313 better citizens; vote
intelligently; writ€;
l€;tters to officials. 

. .. . . 

Become better informed. or
more interested; attend
m.etinge. 

. . . . ' . . . . . .

17% 10%

Have a peaceful outlook;
expect peace and not war;
hold attitudea favorable
to U. N. 

. . . .. .. . . .

1313 more religious; hfive
higher ideals; train
children to tolerance.

Be more economical; combat
high prices; accept
rationing to help needy in
other nations. . . 

. . . .

Miscellaneous. . 

. . . . . .

Proportions among
those queried

Mach , September

1948 A ;t947

22% 14%

Total stlesting ways average person
can help. . .

. . . . . . . . . . 

. 39%
1 33%1 54%1 47%

Average person can do nothing. 

. . 

. 22 26 31 
No opinion, don't know. . 

. . . . -- -- 

1:; .... 

72% 7r: 100% 100%

It should be noted that the differences in these two tables
indicating a decrease in apathetic , defeatist reeponses are smal. It
view of the fact that we are forced to estimate the exact figures for
the entire Cinoinnatipopulation, too much confiq.e;nce caxmt be placed.
in them. However , reinterviews in Ml3chwith a large fraction of the
people interviewed in the September stuq.y rev€;aled tPat asmaJlbut
significant group of them had shifted away from the defeatist position
to abo1,t the same extent as ahowninthesetab1ea. It oan, therefore
be concluded that some reduction of these attitudes took place.

The percentages above add to rore than the total makip sugestions
beoause a few respondents gsve more than one answer 
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INTST

In comparing the attitudes in Oincinnati in March, 1948

with those in September , 1947 , so :f asthey pertained to
international affairs generally;, 01" i:e United Nations , more

particularly , thefo1lowiDg points may :be made

. .

in American relations with Russia mounted ;as tension in those

relations increased. 'l'here is no reason to believe , however
that there was. an more general wi9-eniXl of intereetin
international affairs or in the lJnitedNatlons d.uriDgthis

. .

IN. SUM:

GENA! OR:rNTATIONS did not shift. Majority sentiment remained anti

---- 

isolationist, and there was no change in unerlying con-
victions about America f S role in world' affa:irsand the

policies she should pursue. . There was , however, a growing
conviction that another war was approachiDg, paralleJlDg
the mounting tension in Amrican..:Russian relations.

:rORMTION about the United Nations was relatively lo1i an no im.provement
i:t this regard was noted during the six month period,

UNITE . NATIONS SUPPORT did not alter so far as willinness for American
ticipation to continue is concerned. There was growing

dissatisfaction, however , and pessimism about thepoasibility
of U.N. success as critical curent situations did not yield
to 1 ts handi:c. '!ere appeared as well to be no increase in
acti'i ty on behalf of the Un! tedNations , though one factor

inhibi ting such action.... the feeling that inividual an
group efforts are useless -- . did. decrease somewhat.
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PART II

TH ROLE OF TH CINCINNATI PLA liOR TH UNITE NATIONS

As we have just seen, there was tor the most pert, little
chane in opinion, interest and information in Cinci:nati over the
six month period of the Cincinnati Plan for the United Nations. The
largest shifts in opinion -- a greater preoccupation with Amrican-
Soviet relations and the closely related increased tear an ex-
pectation ot war , growing pessimism. about the United Nations ' ability
to prevent war and dissatisfaction with its progress so far -- were
national trends related to the course of world events rather than
local developments i Cincinnati attributable to the Cincinnati Plan.
Since this is the case , the only conolusion to be drawn from Part I
of this report is that the Cincinnati Plan had little or no effect
on those aspects of thinking about world affairs covered by this
study. Evaluation canot stop here , however. If onl for future
mass educational attempts we need to know why it should be that six
months ' effort yielded so little in the way of measurable effeot.

The effectiveness of , an educational ogram of this type
must be judged on at least three levels. There is, first, the basic
question of whether the program t 19 efforts actually succeeded in in-

creasing the .flow of information into mass media. Unless this pri-
mary objeotive is achieved , the pJ;ogram has never really gotten uner
way an further inquirns would be useless. There is every reason
to believe that the Cincinnati Plan was notably successful ;in this
regard, however. 2 

Granted that there waa an increased flow of inform,tion
m.terials , we can then ask the question of the extent to which an

increased output of information actually resulted in an increased
exposure of people to these materials. Obviously, :if newspaper
articles are not read, if radio progr go uxear, it meetings are
unattended, theu there is no more reason to expect an effect than if

It is always poesi'ble that the Plan had effects not measured by the

study, even in these aspects. If, for example , a small nwnber of

people becam high motivated and willing to lend their energies to
civic unertakings of this kind it would be a ga.in that would not be
reflected in overall data for the entire population. This would not
however , alter ' the fact that the campaign was primaily intended as
mass education, and should, therefore , be judged in those term.

Attitude s'leys c ot aner this question, of course. Bather it re-
quies an anlysis of the major communication media an a comparison
of the coverage given in Cincinnti during the campaign with the coverage
given in the sam period in comparable cities apd in an earlier periodin Cincinti. It is unerstood that this evaluat on is being made by

the Committee on the CinciJJati Plan for the United Nations &n the-tit
will indicate a substantial increase.
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there had never been an increased flow of information. An, even if

the materials are attended to , if they reach only those persons who
for the program. t s purposes may be regarded as sufficiently informed
or properly oriented, then, again no important effects are achieved
at least in terms of the program I s goals. Finally, even if the in-
erased materials reached the desired persons , we m.ust still ask
whether they had at effect , and, if not, why not. Let us turn to
these questions.

E:;eosure to . the CfIpai

During the period in which the Cincipnti Plan for the Unted
Nations was in operation, most of the people who were familiar with the
United National had been in touch with one or another of the United

Nations I information media. As might be expected, newspapers and radio
news broadcasts reached the most people. Pamphlets and leotures and
disoussions reached very few. e detailed find nss:

1 As 
with the other questions dealing with the Uni tad Nations , the 28i who

did not kn what the United Nations was were not asked these questions.
26-



Duing the last six months , have you:

Proportions aay1ng Proportions saying
Yes" amng entire "Yes" among those

sam Slue d 2

. .. .

seen a thing in the
8per about the united

Nations '1. . . 

. .. . . . . . .

. . . heard 8I radio news 1ro
about the Uni t dNatlons .

. . . heard spy short radio mentio
of the United Nat ions betWeen
pro 1. . . . 

. . . . . .

. . . seen an ns or posters
about th Unite Nations? . . 

. . . heard anything about the
un1 ted NatioDB in ohurch 1. . 

. .

.. . read any leaf1ets or pam

~~~~

on the united Nations? . 

. . .

. . . been to 8Pj meetins where the
Uni ted Nations was talked about
or discussed? . 

. . . . . . . 

. . . seen or heard thing els
about the United Nations '1 . 

. . 

59% 83%

'le complementary figures for those shown in this col'Uare thedi:.
ferences between them and 72%. 

us 59% saw newspaper cov-erage of the

Un tad Natio:r.s , 13% did not, and 28% were not asked the question; andsimilarly for each item. 
e differenoe betr..een each of these figures and 100% is the proportion

not exposed 'to each of the media among those who were famliar with the
Uni ted Natio s. 
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Xhe main sources of Un tad Nations ' coverage mentioned uner the
II anything else" category were netioU81lYcirculatiDg periodicals
news reels an personal conversations.

Not everyone had been ooposed , however . Evenamo:c those
who were famliar with the United Nations (an had, therefore , been

asked these questions), 8i had not received inormation from any
sources 10i had had contect with one of those sources and 25% with
two, making a total of 43% of those queied who either hed received
no information about the United Nations , or -whose sources were
limited primarily to radio news broadcasts or newspapers. In view
of the fact that the 28i who were not asked these (,uestions would
probably have reported even less exposure than this group, 43% is
probably an unerestimate of thealze of the group who were minimally
exposed to the increased flow of informtion. fJe ful distribution
of amount of exposure is show below:

Number of Media with
which people report-
ed . contact

Proportion among
entire sample

Proportion among
those queriod

8 or more

72'1 100%

The exact items mentioned were:
ProportioJ1s among Proportion anDg
eI+tire sample those queried

Conversations, talking to
7'1 10%people.

Nationally circulatiJ;
periodicals , magazines.

Newsreels , movies.

Thoug sohoo1 children.

st. Xavier University Pageant.

:Books.

Ful :Length radio progams
other than news.
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Another kind of test of exposure was made by aaklDg people:
Eave you ever seen or heard this slogan: 'Peace begins with the United
Nations; the United. 1iations begins -wthyou ?" In this case, as akmd
of check of theas uiptions we have 'beh ma:!ng, the question was asked

of everyone , regardJess of whether they were famliar w,i th theUni ted

Natlons ,or not. Of the entire . sample , 49% claimed familiarity with; this
slogan. lJis proportion was 54 among those who were famiar with
the United Nation an '3c6 among those who were not. 'rese figures need

to bequaifled by the fact that peop1eteIid to claim familiar! ty rather
than adit ignorance. For example , even among people who said they had
seen or heard none of the sources cited, 15'% claimed familiaritY\flth the

slogan. Evidence of this may also be seen in the fact that a fifth
the. people who' said they had seen or heard the slogan ,could not reca).l
where, they had done so: 

Eave you ever seen or heard the slogan:
'Peace begin with the United Nations; the
United Nations begins with you'" (If 'Yes

Do ,you reoall where you saw or heard! t 

Yes. .

' . . . . . . . . . .

49f

Radio

. . . . . . . .

' 27%

Posters or signs

. .. . .

ewspaperEi. .

. . '" . . 

Eeard it used in, conversations.

. . .

Heard it used at meetiDs 

Magazines or books. 

. . . .. '. ". . . .

Newsreels.

. . . . . . . . 

Pat:p;hets.

. . .. . . . . . . . , . .

Miscellaneous .
Don t 1; reo 811 .

.. . . -. . . . . . . . . .. 

, dontt recall.

. . . . . '. . .

. J

. .

100%

Although a. good man :people remembered hearing th1s slogan not a.ll of them

can be assumed to have und.erstood it. We have no system.atic evidence on
this point, but we have on record one intE;rvlew in whioh the -respondent
seid , yes , ahe had heard it over and. over. again on the r dio, but then

went onto add

, "

I never did fin out what. it means. 
II 

This figue is smaller th the total for the a OUtc es mentioned, because
some respondents named more than one source.
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a. 
Whom 

a Camp81 Raachf\

Since th quest1 qo'Ver1n expOB\1 to United Nat1OM' 1nor-
t$ol1 media were not sakEdin the earlier survey, 1 t 16 impossible to say
WhetJer the f'oreeo1ng figura :pesent an inase in exposure :fm what

would have been without th pr08l!:. Ther 1s , however inirct
"1dence CAthie point in the .ture of the a\Jlence reached.

'J put 1 t briefly. tbe campaig wea moat 11kll to reach 

- educated, the youn~1' ase 8Jt,u:p, am man. Coner 1t least
otten 1'80h.ed the poorly ucate. those oVer 40, an yomen:

Proportions reporting
exppaure to at least
tbemedla

Bigh School edueWt.

Ca1lega educated. . 

. . . . .

Gr8'1 sohool edv.&WI . 

21-39 years of e . 

.. . .

40 an OV,fr. . . . . . , .

'-Ien.

. . . . . 

Womn. . t . . .

" . . .

43%

. . . . . . . .. . . . .

To rea.ders of the .).1er report, these facta will have a

famliar soun, fOll these "0 same groups there shown to be mot
likely to be Inwree"ted i)J'ed. In other words, 1 t would appear

that the grups least in ()t an e'duoat10na1 oampaign wer most

likelY to be exposed to it. ;his 1s 1n fact the case: am those
Vho . were rated as relat1ve1. terestedl in September, 

47rJ reporte
ex:posure to three or moe of th meia by Mach, whereas amng th

or1s1nally relatively un1nwr ted, 2% did. Simlarly atng those
or1sinalJ, uninform.ed 15rJ rep ted expoeure at this level in Mach 2
1ffeae 50% of the poorly 11Jotd. an 4,i of the better informd did.

1telat1velY interested 1s4e ned as expressing "!teen" interest in tw 
mora ot the interntional e1Uabout wh:Joh interest was asoertained. SEle

P. 7, an earlIer report, P6f6 6. 
o.et1aitiona of these gro'Upa see eer11erreport, page let e apparnt

reversal between ' the po011. Il1ormd and the better 1nfo d (Whioh is

maintained rather oona1stent3) should not be generalized to t1e 
Cinc1n..

;ot! population. There 1s evidence that the f1:et 
interiew aote as a

stim.ulus to the poorly intOld, aocountingfor these d1fferenoes at the
1m. of the second interview, !t cannot be assum that the poorly in..
01 in the general population who were not interiewed ia September were

QorJ'epoJ1in at1mU1ated. to exposure to tb pX em.
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Effects of Ex oaure

There isa relationship between the amount of exposure and
atti tudes expressed. For example , people who repo-rted more exposure

. were more likely to favor America s taking an active pf\rt in world
affairs , to express interest in the United Nations , to favor continued

American participation in the United Nations and to be optimistic about
its chances of success. They were , however, somewhat more dissatisfied

with its progress so far. These relationships have been chosen as
typical results; such examples could be IDultiplied.

Proportions making indicated
response amo those who report:

exposure
Exposure to E!posure to 3

r 2 media 2! more media

Paraphrase of response
March ? 1948

U. S. should take an
active part in 'World
affairs. . '

. . . . 

Keen interest in news
about the Un! ted Nations 29i

7310 8510

30% 4210

4210 45%

3310 30%

. 4310

Dissatisfied with progress
made by United Nations. . 33%

Think United Nations will
fail. 

. . . . . . .

. 36%

Think United States
should work outside
the United Nations. . . . 21% 16% 11%

'!e important question is , of course , whether the more favorable

atti tudee expressed by those exposed to information media are a result
of that exposure. The relationships themselves do not answer this question.
:By thel1elves , these data indicate that tlere is a r lationship, 'but It rJay
be that people with Qore favorable attitudes were more likely to pay
attention rather than that tho exposure le(l to more favorable at.titwles.

This would appear to be the case so far as the exposure to in-
formation media over t:hese s i;x m.onths g06'. For , if we 10oJ. at the

respo ses made in September by those who would later report various amounts
of exposure, we find that ~xactly the same relationships existed in

September before the ex
9sure took 

place:
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Proportions making indicated
response in September among

ose who would report in March:

Exposure to
No exposure 1 or 2 media

Expos ure to 3

or more media

Paraphase of response in
September 1947

u. S. should take an act! 
part in world affairs.

Keen interest in news about
the United Nations. 27% 40%

Dissatisfied with progress made
29% 49%by United Nations. 42%

Think Un! ted Nations will fail 21% 19%

Think United States should work
outside the United Nations. 17% 18%

It- can onl be concluded , then, that in this six month period , at least
if there was an increase in exposure. j t was people t S previous orienta-
tionwhloh determined the extent tQ .wllich they exposed themselves to
further information about the Unted Nations.

These data indioate the enormous difficulty of reaching an
audience uness there is already positive motivation present. At the
end of the campaign those who were originally interested were still the
most interested; those originally best informed , still the best informed.
Althoug it has no bearing on evaluating the current campaign, it is
interesting to note that at every information ;Level, those who were
interested were more likely to remain informed or become better informed.
Similarly, at eaoh interest level the betterwinformed were more likely

to rema in - or become interested:
I n MA R C R:

Proportion Proportion
relatively better
interested informed

Among those who in SEPT \1 were. .
Relative interested and

Better informed. . . 

. . 

0 . . 
Poorly informed. . 

. . . . 

Uhinformed. . 

. . . . . . 

. 0

Relatively uninteree 'ed and
. Better informed. . 

. . . . . . 

Poorly informed. . 

. . . . 

Uninformed. . ' 0 . , . . 0 

. .

82% 69%
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IN SUM: Most people in Cincinnati eceived information
about the Un! ted Nations from one o another Bowce
duri g the su. months of the campaign. It is 1 ilrely ,
however , that they would have done so even if the
campaign had not been in progrss for it was the
people who were better informed. and interes tedto
begin with who were most likely to hfive been reached.
People who were exposed to the campaign more often
had the des ired attitudes of support of the United
Nations and of internationalism, generally, but there

is no evidence that thie was result of their exposure

to the campaign.
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APPENDIX

HOW TH STU WAS MAE

Composi tion of the Samples

As stated in the Introduction thls report is based on three
samples. The representativeness of each of these samples as well as
their comparability with one another are indicated by the characteristics
shown below:

September , 1947 Sub-sample of
sample Sept. , reinter-

viewed, in March

Men. 

.. .. .. . . . . . . .. . ... . . .. . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. ..

Women. 

.. .. .. . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. - . .. .. .. ..

Adults J 21-39 years of age........
Adults , 40 and over...............

-"'---'---

Wh i te.. . . .. 

.. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .- .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . 

Negro. 

. .. _

It . . . .. .. 

.. . . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .

Attended college..................
Attended high school..............
Eighth grade or less... 

. . . . . . .. . . .

Wealthy and prosperous............
Middle class......................
Poor.. .. .. .. .. II .. .

, .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . "

il .. ..

Veterans. ,. .. .. .. .. , .. 'f . .. It 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 

Non..vet erans........... 

.. .

. e

" ..

a....... ........ 
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46%

48%

88%

17%

19%

13%

46%

48%

91%

2a(

16%

15%

March
1948

sample

46%

47%

90%

16%

13%

16%



The Questionnaire

, The cDmplete schedule of questions asked (exclusive of factual
, items about the respondent) 1s show below. Starred i tams were8s' ked in
September , but not in March; doublY-starred items were asked in Mach , but
not in September; all other questions were asked in both surveys.

1. When you think of the problems facing the United States now, which one
comes tQ your mind first '1 What other problems do you think of?

2. We d like tolmow how much interest the public takes in a number of
questions. For example , do you yourself take a keen interest , only
a mild interest , or practically none at all in news about (each

em below

)? 

Our trade with other countries
Our relations with Russia
The cost of living
The United Nations
Strikes and labor problems
The control of the atomio bomb

Do youthinlc there will always be wars between countries , or do you

think someday we III find a way to prevent wars?

Do you expect the United States to fight in another war within the
next ten years?

5. What do you think could be done to make war less likely?

6. Do you think there should eventually be some sort of international
control of, atomic bombs , or should each country remain free to make
its own bombs 

Would you like to see the United States join in the rnovement to
establish an international police force to maintain world peaoe'1

Do you think it will be best for the future of this country if we
take an active part in world affairs , or if we stay out of world

affairs?

Do you think most foreign countries can be trusted to meet us half-
way in working out problems together , or do you. think most of them
cannot be trusted to meet us half -way '/

10. Do you th:ink we can oount on Russie to meet us half-way in working
ou.t problems together? 

Do you think you. would be better off personally if the United States

would trade more wi th other countries 
11.

12. What would you say is the main purpose of the United Nations
organization'1
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*14.

13. As far as you know, is it the Job of the United Nations to each
item. bel

p.. Deal with disarmament and control of the atomic bomb?
B. Improve health conditions in different parts of the world
O. Work out peace treaties with Germany, and Japan 
D. Increase trade between countries E. See that all people everywhere get equal rights?F. Set up a new world language to be used in all countries 
What would be your best guess on the amount of money the United
Nations organization spends each year about 2 million dollars

about 25 million, about a hundred million or about eigt hunred
million?

15. Rave you heard or read anything about the veto power in the United

Nations?

IF n

A. Row do you think itt a supposed to work?
B. Can it be used only in the Security Counc 11 or also in the

General Assembly of the United Nations?
*0. Do you think the veto power is a good rule , or not'l

*D. Is it your impression that the United states originally wanted
this rule , or did we just agree because other countries wanted
it?

16. What would you say are some of the good things the United Nations
organization has done so fer? 

17. What would you say are some of the bad things about the United
Nations so far? 

18. In general , are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the progress

that the United Nations organization has made so far?

*19. , there anything about the Upi ted' Nations organization that you
would like to know more about? What?

20. Do you think the United Nations organization will succeed in spite
of the disagreements that have come up among :Lngland Russia and

the U;JHed. States , or do you think these disagreements are so

serious that the United Nations organization will fail?

21. Some people say there are so many disagreements in the United
Nations , that ile would be better off to ' get together with other
countries and work on international problems outside the U.

other people say that working through the U. N. is the best way to
presex' ve peace.

How do you feel about this'( (Should we work separately with any
cOU-:Jtries that want to join us , or should we work mainly throug
the United NatioI\ '/ 
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*22.

23.

*27.

**29.

**30.

J) you think there is anything the United states can do to make the
United Nations more successful , or are we doing all we can?

IF " CAN DO MOO" : In what way?

Do you think ther s anything the average person can do to help make
the United Nations more successful '1 What?

24. Do you happen to belong to any groups or organizations , or attend

any meetings , where they talk about world affairs like the Un! tedNations'/ 
IF "YES" IF NO"

A. ich groups'/ Is there any particular reason why you don 't?
B. Rave you ever been approached to join such a

group or attend such a meeting?

25. Do you happen to know the names of any groups or organizations here
in Cine innati that are trying to help the United Nations 

IF "YES II

A. Which ones?
*B. What do you think about the kind of people who belong?

26. In your opinion, can these groups and organizations do anything to

help the United Nations in a practical way?

IF "YES"

*A. What can they do?

*28.

Rave you ever heard of a private organization called the America
Assoc iation for the United Nations 

By the way, you know beginning September 14th, they re observing

United Nations WeekI.ll over the cOWltry.

Rave you heard anything about it 
What do you think of the idea 

Compared to six months ago , how much interest do you have now in the
United Nationa--more , less , or just about he same amount?

IF "MORE OR LESS"
interested?

Why do you think you have become (more) (less)

Compared to six months ago , how much do you !mow now about the United

Nations -- more , less , or just about the same amount?

IF "MO:BE II In the last six months , how or where did you get most

of your new information about the United Nations? Do you remember
any other way , or place , you got your new information?
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**31.

**32.

D-uing the last siz months , have you:

A. . .. heard any radio news programs about the Uni tad Nations?
:B. .. . hear any short radio mentions of the United Nations between

programs f
c. .. . seen anthing in the newspaper about the United Nations?

D. ... seen any signs or posters about the United Nations?

E. .. . read any leaflets or pamphlets on the United Nations?

F. ... been to any. m.eeti where the United Nations was talked abou.t

or discussed 

G. .. . heard anything about the United Nations 
in church

R. ... seen or heard any thing else about the Un! tad Nations?

Rave you ever seen or heard this slogan: "Peace begin with the
United Nations; the United Nations begins with you?"

IF "YES" Do you recall where you. saw or heard it?
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