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INTRODUCTION

In September, 1947, the Americam Association for the United
Netions and the United Natione Association of Cincinneti began a gix
months' progrem aimed "not at influencing opinion, but rather at a
presentation of facts about the United Nations."l Cincinneti was
chosen as "& typical American city in which to demonstrate how a
whole community msy beccme so intelligently informed on world affairs
as to be a dynamic force in the creation of an ordered and evenbtually
a peaceful world.” In underteking this tagk, the Cincinnati Plan for
the United Nations tock its keynote from the Preamble of the Constitu-
tion of UNESCO: "Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that the defenses of pesce must be constructed.” The
Cincinnati Plan group added, "It is not only owr duty, but our right
as citlzens of the world to know more sbout the United Nations -~ to
gugport it -- to strengthen it -- to help construct this defense of

eace.”

It is not within the scope of this report to describe fully
the coupse of the program put into operation in Cincinnati. We assume
that the full report of the Committes will glve the details of this
civic mobilization -- the emount and kind of gpecial information
Peatures in newspapers and on the redio; the speclal pamphlets, slgns
and posters prepersd and distributed, the gpecial meetings, speakers
and cermons. Thie report 1s concerned with one phase of the Cincinnatl
Plan; viz., the results achieved by the Plan as reflected in opinion
surveys made before the opening of the campalgn in September, 1947 and
again at ite close in March, 1948. '

. In all, three samples éf the adult population of the
Cincinnati Metropolitan District were obtained:

1. A sample of Th5 edults were interviewed in September, 1947.

2, A sub-sample of 592 of the originally-intervieyed sample
of 745 were reinterviewed in Merch, 1948. The 20% who
were not reinterviewed were omitted for & varlety of
reasons: Gifficulties in locating them; refusals to be
reinterviewed; departure. from Cincinnati, etc. Carsful
comparisons indicated, however, that thelr omispion did
not introduce any blases.

3. A new semple of 758 adulis were interviewed in March, 1948.

In selecting the two main semples, & procedurs was followed
which gave every household within the city and its suburbs an equal
chance of being included. Once this random sample of housecholds wes
drawn, an attempt was made to interview one person within each house-

lThe unidentified quotations are from the literature'of the Committes
on the Cincipmeki Plen for the United Nations, ‘
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hold, these persons to be chosen in such a way ag to constitute &
representative seample of the adults of Greater Cincimnetli, In &
quarter of the cases, rigld controls were lnstituted to meke cortain
that every member of the household would have an equal chénce of belng
interviewed; in the remainder of the semple the individual to be inter-
‘viewed was not completely predetermined, Careful epalysis indicated
that the semples obtalned tended to glve cver-representation to the more
easily accessible households and individuels,eo sdjustments to coarrect
for this potential source of bles have been meds. '

The sdjusted samples, on which this report 1s based, constl-
tute accurats minatures of the sdult population of the Cipoimnatl
Metropolitan District., The representativeness of each of these seamples
a5 well es theiy comparsbility with one snother are lndlcated by data .
on the composition of each pample shown in the appendix. ‘

_ The first report sumearized attitudes smong Cincinnetiens In
September, 1947 as follows? o '

«..attitudes ameong Cincinnatiens...are not those of
active opposition to en international outlook gener-
ally or to the United Nations more particwlerly. There
is gome oriticism and dissatisfaction, but most people
nevertheless express confidence in the United Nations
and & dlsposition to continve to work through it.
Though this "good will" exists, it ls usuelly not
“buttressed by more active gupport. Many people are
neither well informed sbout nor interested in the
United Nations and its problems. Thelr indifference
often reflects en insbility to see the conrectlion of

- guch vast and remote problems to their immediate personal
lives apd concerms. TFor others the sheer bigness and

" complexity of interpationel lssues leed to the apethetlc
conviction thet there is nothing an ordinary indlvidual
can do sbout them anyway.l '

- fmong the comclusions of the first study of perticwler importance to
roecall now were:i : : .

A campeign to aweken interest in and promete knowledge
sbout the United Netioms... encounters little active
resistance, but must reckon with the indifference &nd
passivity which lie behind stetements of support.?

Af mejor importance to the success of &ny such program
ig some way of overcoming the widespread lack of interest
and indifference to it. The comunicatlion of 1sclated

. facts of & highly specific neture is of little importanc
to the larger gosls of en information program.3 ‘

Losncinnatl Looks &t the United Netions, Report No. 37, National
Fpinion Reseerch Center (mimeogrephed}, page 3.
elbid, page 31.
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Interest...ls rether low smong Cincinnetiens. While
interest can be shown %o be a correlate of socio-
economic position, it is even more a fumction of
underlying convictions ebout America's role in the
~world énd of an ability to gresp the personal signi-
-ficance of international developments 1ln the lives
of individuels.l _ '

The first report, then, clesrly warned thet en information program cn
behalf of the United Nations must first prepere its way by creating
interest in the informetion to be offered. It also seemed to indicate
that little interest could be aroused unless people could be made to
see how lmmedietely and personally eignificant seeningly remote
internationsl decisions are. ' -

 As this, the report of the second survey, will indicate, the
Cincinneti Plan did not achieve these pre-conditions;and interest,
informetion and opinion were left sssential unsltered by the Plan.
Some changes occurred, but these appesr to be results of events taking
place outside of Cincinnati. By end large, information media in these
six months rosched the. groups who were already motivated before the
campaign and who were, therefore, least in need of the campaign. In
failing to ewaken new interest, the Cincinnati program failed to reach
the new sudience 1t sought.

11bid, page 10.



PART 1

CHANGES IN INTEREST, INFCRMATION AND OPINION‘WITH RESPECT TO THE
UNITED NATIONS

In the sections which follow, the results of the second
gurvey are compered with those of the first. These comparisons
will indicate the extent to which opinion in Cincimnati in Merch,
1948 was different from that of September, 1GL7.

The primery intent here is to get clesrly before the
reader the changes which took place. In Pert II we will turn to
& discussion of the role of the Cincinmatl Plan. Our primexy
focus here, then, is on change. The reader who is interested
in a more complete documentation of the description of the state
of opinion in September, quoted in the Introduction,and in the
interrelations of interest, information,and opinion in this
complex ls referred to the earlisr reyport.

1. Changes in Intorsst in International Fvents

In Merch, 1948, internationsl issues assumed much greater im-
portance in the thinking of Cincimnatians than they d4id in September,
1947. At the earlier date, dousetic inflation had been the leading
concern, and only 47% had mentioned any international problem as among
those presently facing the United States. In September, 4% referred
%o international developments. This increase was largely & preoccupa-
tion with the "cold wer" between Russia and the United States. At the
time thet interviewing was teking place, American-Soviet relations were
at a bottom point, and predictions that wer was lmalnent wors wide-
spread. It is not surprising,then, thet the proportions nentioning
problems of wmaintaining peace or threats of another war ross from 2h%
to 46%, and those citing Soviet-American relatioms increased from 16%
to 29%.1 People were agked: '

lIt is to be expected that, had the interviewing been dons even a few
weeks later when the atmosphere of immediate crisis hed somewhald sub~-
gided, these proportions would not have been so high.
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"When you think of ths problemsffaéing the ,'U!:zited.
States now, which one comes to yowr mind first?
Whet other problems do you think of?"

March, September,
1948 1947

‘Domegtlic problems

Inflstion, the high cost of living. « « » . - , s g
Housing..»....A.;‘...'...‘...... b 9
La‘boi'groblems.......‘,........ e 6
Depreesion, unemployment .‘ .. e e e e e e 2 i
Other domestic issues . . .' e e s P 8

Internationsl Froblems

Another war, maintaining péa_ce. B 1 | 24
Relatlons with Russia. + « + v o o o o o o o o 29 16
Control of the etomic bomb e %
Unitod NOblonSe « o v v v o o v e n e e e, 2 1
Other interné_tional 1s8UBB, + + v 4 0 s e s e e T 11
Noopinion,.‘.....’....‘...;....6 7

'lPercen'tages in these colunng add to more than 100% because some
respondents nawed more then one problem.



... In keeping with these spontaneous expressions of concern,
interest in American relations with Russia increased over these six
‘months.  In March, 1948, 68% expressed "keen" interaest in news ebout
relations with Russia, an increase of 14% from the September finding
that 54% were interssted. WNevertheless, "the cost of living" remained
‘the topic of deep interest to the largsst number of people -- 90%
indicating a "keen'' interest: '

"We'd. like to know how much intérest the public takes
in a mumber of questions. For example, do you yourself
teke & keen interest, only a mild interest ox practically
none at all in news about:"

Proportions taking & "keen" interest
March, Lo4o.  ceptember, 1947

The cost of living. . . . . . 90% o 92%
Our relations with Russia . . 68 5k
The control of the atomic bomb 56 | - 51
. Strikes and lsbor problems. . 45 : 51
-The United Natioms. . ... . . 34 3
Cur trade with,other‘pountries 27 . 23

. It is interesting to note that, of these six topics, &ll those
concerned with international problems show an incresse in interest over
the six month period, while there are declines in interest in the two
domestic issues presented.  In three cases -~ the cost of living, the
United Netions and foreign trede -- the changeg are so small that they
cannot be considered statistically Significantl;“névartheless the pettern
‘1s suggestive. :

If we lock at the breadth of imterest in international probleums,
as measured by the number of intermational items from the foregoing list
in which people expressed imterest, we find that interest levels in
Merch, while still relatively low, 4id show an increase of interest since
September.  In September, 25% had not been interested in any of the four

51nce we are dealing with semples, a certain amount of verilation between
‘March and September can be expected because of chance fluctuations in
sempling., With the size semples employed here, differences of 5% or
more may be regerded ss beyond the range of veriation to be expected

' from sampling Fluctuations alons., When compsrisons are made between
subgroups of each sample, the differences must, of course, be larger.
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issues, and 28% were interssted in only ome. In Merch, however, the
corresponding proportions were 19% and 22%, respectively. In other

words, the size of the least interested group fell from 53% to 41%.

Interest scores are shown in more detail below:

Number of intarnatiqnal»items Merch, September,
for which "keen" interest is 1948 Lou7
expresged: - S e e o
NORE o o v v 0 s s 0 e e a0 o v 19% 259
ONE v o o o o e s e ¢ s a6 o4 o 22 28
THO o s o o 6“2 s o 6 a" s o« v s ¢« 2D 22
THYGG.0 + » o & ¢ » o o + ¢ ¢ & » o 2% 16
FOUP « o ¢ o o v o o o s v oo oo 13 q;g*
100  100%

: Thers is, however, evidence that this growth of interest is
wholly accounted for by the then-current concern thet war betwsen the
United Btates and Russia was immediately lmpending. For if we exclude
reletions with Russis from the list of international issuss and llmit
our attention to interest in the United Natioms, in control of the
atomic bomb and in foreign trade - - all questlons which we would not
expect to fluctuate so violently with day-to-day news -- thers were in
Merch, 1948, ebowt es many people uninterested in’any of thess three
topics as there hed been in Seplewber, 1947, - At sach time period,
roughly a third were not interested in any of the threc lesues clted;
& third were inberested in only one; and a third interested in two or
three of them. The exact figwres are’

Number of international items -~
excluding reletions wilth Russla «-

for which "keen" interest is Merch, September,

expressed 1948 l9k7a
NORE « « « o o & - "30% 34%
me 4o ov v P 37 35
TWO o v v a s i 2 21
Three . o « o « - 12 10
1006 100%



2. Change3u1nfcénsia1'Orienmatiéﬁutoward~Inxerﬁatiena1;3e1ations'_~,

By March, 1948, there had been no alteration In the generel.
point of view from which Cincinnati looked at world affairs in September. . .
Majority opinion, with no significant change, continued to support
American participation in'world effairs snd favored an internationel
police force and eventusl internationsl conmtrol of the atomi¢ bomb.
There remained & large minority who viewed other nations with suspicion-
and a lerge minority uneble to ses any influencing of their own lives
by international trade:

"Do you think it will be bést for the futwre
of this country if we teke an active part in
world effairs, or if we stay out of world

affairs?"
March,  September, ..
1948 0T -
Teke sn active part . . . . . . . . 66%  65%
Stayout.z.....‘.‘...‘.. 2% 29
Don'tknow ,". - e 0 v e e e s e e W o 8 6
- 100% 100%

"Woﬁld you like to see the United States join -
in the movement to establish en interrationsl -
police force to. maintsin world peace?”

Merch, - September,

1948 - 19hT

YO8, e e e e e e T3 6%
NO v v e o v e e’ e o a a's o wgan =15 = 1h

Don't KNOW '+ o o v v o0 e a s e e 22 0 X0
. 100% 100%

"o you ’chini;:theré_'éhould eventually be some
© gort of internationsl control of atomic bouwbs,
or should each country remain free to make its -

own bombg?"
Merch,  September,
1948 1947 -
Internetional control. . o v « o o o 3T% 60%
Each country free . . . < o o oo . . 31 32
DOIl't knOW. c [ Y s s a8 s e e e s ’ 12 L 8
100% : 105%

-8+



"Do you think you would be better off personally

if the United Stetes would trade more with forelgn

countries?" :
March, September,
. 1948 _ 1947
Yos, batter off « « « + « 4o v o o+ . 53P 52%
NO-:...--.-'-aou'vrtc 27 28
Don't lmow’ . [ ] L] » L ] » * ’ » . . . " 20 20
100% 100%
"Do you think mosgt foreign countries can be
trusted to meet us half-way in working out
problems together or do you think most of
them cennot be trusted to meet us helf-way?”
March, September,
1948 10kT
Cenbo trustod. + « o o b o s 0 g s o 19D 45%
Canno‘cbetrusted....‘_....‘. bk LY
DOR'L KNOW o o o ¢ o o o o v 0 s 0 o0 1 8
100% 100%

This rejection of isolationism which is, nevertheless,
accompanied by & good deal of suspiclon and distrust cen, perhaps,

best be explained by the pervasive fear of wars.,

‘Back in Septeuber,

72% accepted the statement that "there will alwaye be wars between
countries," while 24% felt that "somedsy we'll find a way to prevent

warg,"”

In Mapch, these opinions had not moticesbly altered: 68%

regerded wer as ineviteble, while 28% thouvght they could eventually

be prevented. (At each time period 4% were wndecided. )

What hed sharply changed from September to March was the
expectation that the United States was close to its next wer. In
Septeuber, 48% of the sdults of Cincinnati expected the United States

to fight in another wer within the next ten yeers.
yeer, 73% were expressing this view: -

By Merch of this



"Do you expect the United States to fight in another
wer within the next ten yesrs?®" o

March s Septeﬁfber ’

| 1948 1947
ST " SR
Mo oo v 35 38
DOn'S KDOW o o o o v v a0 n a0 e s s 12 14

| 1004 100%

In this respect, as in the other opinions discussed in this .
section, Cincinnati parallsled the netion. During & period of about &
year, nationsl surveys mede by the National Opinion Research Center
indicate that the national expectation of war within the next ten yeers
rose from 48% to Th%. The national proportions saying they expected

the United States to fight in enother wer within the pext ten years -
were: - : o _

P R -
July, 1957 « ¢ v v v o a . . . k9%
October, 1947, « v v v o v v+ » 5T
Merch, 1948 . v . « v o .o . . . THD

There can be little question that this rising expectation of
war stemmed mostly from a growing distrust of Russia. We have alrecady
geen an ineresse in the number of people referring directly to Amerlcan-
Russisn relations end to the threat of war., And the proportion distrust-
ing Ruseia increased from 4% to 80%., Since so meny people distrusted
Russia at the beginning of owr six months' period the change Iindicated
by these data is not large, but it may be agsumed that there was anp
increase as well in the intensity of the distrust. People were asked:

"Do you think we cen count on g_uséia to mee*h us.
half-way in working out problems together ™

March, = September,

1948 1947
S - S 1
NO v o ¢ ¢ o v oo o o s vs ain o s 80. i
Don't KNOW. « « o eoc s 0 o o « o o o _30 12

1.00% 100%

~10~



Again, there was & close parallel in national thinking. Throughout the
nation, the proportions saying they did not count on Russia were:

July, 1957 . . . ... .. R 4
October, 1947 . . . v v v v o . . 67%
December,1947 .« « v v « v o o« . T3%

Ways of meking war less likely ocourred to 78% of the adults
-in Cincinnati in Merch when they were asked:d "What do you think could be
done to make war less 1likely?" - o

This result reveals no certain or significant shift from September, when
74% were able to meke suggestions, Nor had the suggestions themsslves
changed to any greet extent. As in September, the ways of reducing the
liklihood of wer which people suggested tended to be very general,to stress
more desired ends then prectical meens of attaining them. Thus the three
leading suggestions at both periods wers that people ought to becoms

nore religious, that in some unspecified wey nations should acquire

more respect, cooperstion and understanding among themselves, and that
somehow people should achieve grester understending ef one another.

More concrete proposals were less often advanced, but the leading ones
here werse thaet the United States should alter its policies toward Rusela,
should turn toward policies of national preparedness, or toward policles
of isoletion. Very few people referred to the United Nations as an agency
for preventing wer. In grester detall,the answors given in Maxch and
September were: ’ '

“ll~



"What do you think can be done to make wer less likely?"

March, September,
1948 1947

Changes in Individuals - . . . ;
Turn. to God, Christienity or religion, pray more... 1% 11%

Get better understending of one another. . . . . . 9 7
Promote 6AUCEbION. + « « v i ¢ 0 8 s e b 2 e s e o 3 b
People should become less. greedy or selfish. . . . 3 2
End racisl or religious prejudice or discrimi- 1
nationl . L L4 . - @ L] L * L] * - . . L] - . » - . . * 2
Changes in Leadership .
Replace present leadership in U.S. or some
- O‘hher COun'br:y’. PR T T TR Y B c e e e w v eTe e e e 2 2
Leaders should be less sélfish, more cooperative,
etCI * . * L3 . » - * Ll . - L L} . L4 " L3 i d L L] . » . L l 2
Changes in National Policy. .
U. S. should change policy towards Russia. . . . . 8 )
U. 8. showld retwrn to policy of isoletion . . . . 6 6
U. 8. should stréss militery preparedneés, ' ’
keep stomic bomb secret, etc. . . .« 0 vs oo 6 6
MISCElleneouS. « + + o o o v+ v o o s e s oo o w o 8 6
Changes in Inteynational Reletions
General: More respeét, cooperation apd
understanding emong nations. & + ¢ ¢ ¢ o e 0w 10 12
Action by or for the United Wationms. . & v « v v o 3 6
Relisnce upon other kinds of internationsl
orgenization: world government, military’
B111aN0ES, BHC. + o ¢ o 4w e e ele 4w e e os e b b
Internstional disermeament and/or control of '
atOmic bOmb.v s 4 e s e e 44w e eie P 2 2
More equiteble distribution of world resouwrces. . . 2 2
other' " . . » ’ L3 . - L2 L » » * . L] - . L] - - . L] 2 2
Nothing cen b6 doN. + « & o » oo s v 0 o cox .0 3 o i T

Don't know, not interested. « + o o+ s 0 0 e s oo s e o 18 19
: S ; o o . log%z . 106%2 .

lIn ;his end. succeeding tebles ean asterisk is used. to indicate less than
. 0.5%. o . : S

2pepcentages in these columns add to more then 100% because & few
respondents offered more than. one suggestion.

~12~



3. Changes in Information ebout the United Ratlons

It may be recalled that information levels with respect to the

United Nations were rather low in Cincinnati in September. The March,
1948, survey found thet the information picture had not altered during
the six months between swrveys. In September it wag found that 30%
of the adults of Cincimnati were unsble to say whet the main. purpose
of the United Nations was. In Merch, 28% seemed by this oriterion to
be unacquainted with the United Nations. This difference is so small
 that it must be regsrded as a mere sampling fluctuation; both swrveys

found essentially the same proportion of peogle unfeamiliar, for 8ll
practical purposes, with the United Natioms.- '

‘Similerly, when those who had this initial familiarity with the
United Netions were asked a series of more specific gquestions dealing
with the work of the United Nations,the March results indicated that
misinformetion and lack of information were about ag general as they
had been in September. A large nejority still thought, incorrectly, that
the United Nations had been given the responsibility for working out peacs
terms with Germany and Jepen. But in two cases, statistically gignifi-
cent gains in. information over September were found: In March, gomewhat
larger proportions mew that securing equal rights for all psople apd -
improving world health conditions fell within the scope of United !
Nations' activities: ' ‘ - : :

"As fer as you know, is the job of the United
Nations to...." '

Proportions snswering

each iltewm coryectly
March, Septenber,

1948 1047

See that all people everywhere get _ - -

equal rights? (¥es). + o ¢ o o ¢ o o o v o 60 55
Improve health conditions in different parts

Of t}le World? (Yes ). * L] - . L] * L) . . - . * 55 50
Incresse trade between countries? (Yes). . . . = 50 b7
Deel with disermement and control of the atomic

bomb? (YGS). . . 3 . 0“. e ""-,_<. » . 1] . . h3 1"6
Set up a new world language to be used in ,

a1l countries? (No)e + « « v v o .o o o s o » 3k 38
Work out peace treaties with Germany and Japan?

(NO). LI B ) . . -‘ e & @ « a2 % "% e @ . * a . e lO . lo

1mme question asked was: "What would you say lis the mein purpose of the
United Nations orgsnlzation?” Interviewers were instructed to interprot.
answers here liberally, but if they declded that the person had no idea
what the United Nations was to omit all further questions about the .
United Nebions. In coding interviews, elso, eny enswers which implied
oven a vemote Familisrity with the broad outlines of the United Natloms
wag accopbted. S " T ,
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In general, however, information levels were not increased.
Using as an index the number of these six items answered correctly,
the distribution of information scores is almost identical at the two
time periocdst '

Wo, of items correctly

answerecd ~ Mareh, i9k8 September, 1947
6 . a ¢ vy ¢ . o s e« = l% ‘ . l%

1> S 1k 14

l" » L .O ) ’ " L4 * L] . * 27 28

3” « 8 2 & e o s e s a @ 19 o 15

2 L N A A oA e & 8 lo

1 P 3 2

O s & & e o & & & & P » -

i 704"

The same conclusion must be drawn from gquestions dealing with
another type of information about the United Netlons; namely,knowledge
~ of the veto power in the United Natioms. In September, 34% said they had
heard or read about the veto, though only 7% could explain its working
correctly, in terms of the requirement of big power ungninity. In March,
37% geid they were familiar with it,and, again, only 7% could explain it.
At the earller date, 7% were eware that the veto power could only be used
in the Secwrity Council and not in the General Assembly as well; at the
leter dete, 8% knew this.

4, Chenges in Opinion sbout the United Natlons

Satisfaction with the progress which hes been mede by the
United Netions declined somewhat from September, 1947 to Merch, 1948.
In Septetber, 34% seld they were satisfied and 28% said they werse dls-
satisfied; in Merch the proportions were almost exactly reversed: 29%
were cetisfied; end 33%, dissetisfied, The guestion:

"In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with
the progress that the United Nations orgenization has
uade so far?” g

Mérch, 1948 September, 1947

Satisfied. . .« . o o o o . o 29% 34%
Digsatiefied » + « « « « & « « 33 28
Dop't know . . .+ « o« o« o« X0 | 8

' T2% 0%

Since, in this study, the sizesble groups who appesred to have
no faniliarity with the United Nations were not asked the opinion
questions about the United Nations, thess results do not reflect the
thinking of ell adulte in Cincinnati end ere not directly couparable with
the findings of natlional surveys. '

111; will be recalled that these information questlons were not asked of
those who were unfamilisr with the United Natlons, These colwmns would,
add to 100% i1f the 28% end 307 who did not know what the United Netions
was 8t each time period were shown.. :

P k-



But, these netional results indicate that sround the time of the second
survey in Cincinnati a eimiler drop in satisfaction with United Natlons!
progress was teking place throughout the country:

May, l9h81 February, 19&82 September,l9h71

Satisfied 21% 31% 33%

Dissatisfied 54 50 51

Undecided 25 19 16
’ 100% 100% - 100%

From these nationel results, it would seem that many psoplse

“who did not know what the United Nations was nevertheless expressed an

opinion sbout the United Nations. The obvious Implication of the fact

. that such people could express opinions is that the pertial results

obtained for Cincinnati camnot be generalized to ell the adults of
Cincinnati simply by edding these people inte the “"don't know" group.

. Another way to estimete the opinions of all the adults of
Cincinnati would be to assume that the psople not queried on this lssue

. would have divided on it in approximately the sams way as those who

‘were queried. If this assumption were correct,3 the regults for

Cincinnatl wovld be:

Merch, 1948 September, 1947

Satisfied. . . . . .44 . ... . BOG 4%
Diseabistiod « « v « 0 o 4 . 4 . o 46 1
Undoctded. o « « + o0 e oo b . o 3h 11

100% 100%

lThese results are from Gallup Polls, as yeportéd in The Chicago Daily
News, May 26, 194%8. The guestion used by Gellup was worded scmewhab
-differently: “#re you sabisfied or dissatisfled with the progress that
the United Nations has mede to date?" ‘

.elThese reéults are from NORC netional surveys, using the same question

guoted in text, »

3This assumption is in pert employed in the earlisr report, for the
reagon that these figures are the same ag the proportiong obtained

. emong those queried. . In order to meke comperisons betwesn groups in
which widely varying proportions have been asked these gquestions, it
was necegsary to shift to the queried sub-group within esch group in
order to have comperable bases -of 100% in each group. The difference
between the size of the groups not queried in Merch and September is

. small enough to make results directly comperable without this trans-
formation. : '
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It is probable, however, that this assumption overestimates
satisfaction with the United Nations for we know from the earlier repori
that: : - _

a. Those not femilier with the United Neations tend to
hold more isolationist positions.t

b. The less well-informed are more likely to be dis-
satisfied with United Netions progress then the
better-informed.? '

It seems ressonable,then,to suppose that if the omitted group had been
queried they would have expressed dissatisfaction more often then did
the queried group. . ‘

The best assumption that cen be made, then, is that the actual
proportion of Cincinnatiszne satisfied with the United Netioms' per-
formence fell somewhere betwsen the £9% shown in the first table and
the 40% shown immediately above; and was probebly closer to the first
figure then to the secomd. The proportions dissatisfied and undeclded
were, correspondingly, probebly higher then either of the figures shown.

In view of the fact that on other questions releting to international
events Cincinnati opinion closely resembled netional opinion, the natlonal -
results mey be regerded as mot too bad a compromlse estimate. 3 ;

. At eny rate, whatever the exacht proportion of Cinciamnetlens
patisfied or dissatisfied with the progress being made by the United
Nations, there can be little question that satisfaction with the United
Netions declined in the six months under study. Accompanying this '
change was en increase in pessimism ebout its chances for ultimate
success. But despite this growth in dissatisfaction and pessimiem,
there was no significant alteration in the size of the majority who ‘
nevertheless felt that the United States should continue to work within
the United Netioms framework. People weore asked:

1see eariier weport, page 1h-15.

QSee earlier report,page 23.

3In the following presentation, whenever possible, all these figures
are shown. The readsr is cautioned to keep this discussion in mind

in interpreting the results. Unfortunately, for meny of the questlons,
there are no netional comparisons. S ‘ ,
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"Do you think the United Nationg organization will
succeed in spite of the disegrecuwents that have come
up among Pnglend, Russia end the United States, or do
you think these disagrecments are so serious that the
United Nations crgenization will fail?” o

Proportions among entire Proportions among those
sample o 0 guspied
Mexch,100 September,1947 Merch, 1948 Sepi_;embe‘; 1O4T

Will succeed.. 359 43% 48% 623

WLl feil..... o5 17 34 2l

Don!t kmow..., 12 10 . 18 Ak
729 708 100% iod%

"Some people say there are so many dlsagrecments
in the United Nations, thet we would be betbter
off to get together with other countries and -
work on imternational probleus outgide the U.N.

"Other people say thet working through the U.N,
is the beat wey to preserve peace. .

"How do you feel about this? (Showld we work
geperately with any countries that want to -
join us, or should we work mainly through

the United Natioms?)"' SR

Proportions emong FProportlons emong

‘entire semple " those gueried
Mavch, September, March, Septouber,
1048 Aoh7 . 1948 1947
Work seperetely............ 12p 109 7% 1%
Through UON.?Q.fiU'I'Q..'Q’? 55 57 77 81
Don!t‘ hlw“l.’l'.."“‘.'f 5 3 - 6 5
e% 708 1006 L00b

The things for which'people praiged and blamed thé United Natlons

remained substantially the same from Septembeér to Mexrch except for an =
incresse in the Toeling that the United Nations was failing -- felling
to act, failing to prevent war. As before, sizesble proportions were
unsble to say enything specific ebout the United Nations. énd the
frequency with which people praised or blamed the United Natlons for
the hendling of overseas food end relief -~ a problem nandled primerily
by other agencies -- again indicated the confused apd impressioplstic
nature of thelr judgments., In more detailt = T '
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"What would you say are some of the good
things the United Nations has done so far?"

Proportions emong
entire sample '

Proportions among
thoge gueried

March, September,
1948 1947

Merch, - September,
1948 1947

Handling of overseas food
and religf. + .« . v . v 4 e e 9P 6%

Crestes or is creating

unity between netions, has

ended isclatlonism, bresaks

down cultural or trade

b&rriel‘s. . ® B * » . L] L * . ¥ 8 7

Handling of specific issues:
Pslestine, Greece, atomic
bomb, UNESCO, occupation -
forces, o%C. « « v ¢+ 4 4 0 e v 0 o 6 é

Helps nations to get together
to talk over problems; acts
ag g forum or sounding
DOBLGe o « o ¢ u s o s s 4 v o e D 5

Has helped small nations,
curbéd big ones. + + 4 i « s ¢ o ¢ 3 2

Has or is trying to cuwrb
Russialn POWEE. & o « « o 5 v « o o & 1

Is creating better understand-
ing between Russia and rest
Of World‘ L] - . ‘. * Ll . . K . e . . * *

Vague general approval of
U. N. L] * - - » * . * . - L] L2 * 2 8 7

U.N, has done nothing good
so far . - . - nl L2 * » . * * * - * ll 9

Don't know, wnable to emswer. . . ._29 31

1% 8%

11 1w

10 9

1k 12
41 Lk

pogt bt

1084 *  104% *

lthese colwmns edé to more than their respsctive totals of 72%, T0P,
100% and 100% because & few respondents gave more than one responss.
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The criticisms of ﬁhs Uhited Nations weres

"What would you say are some of the bad
thlngs about the United Natlons go fa ?

Proportlons among Proportions among
.entire sample. those queried -
March,,September, Maych, September,

_1oh8 - iok7 1948 19h7

U. N. ie falling, too umuch

talk and not enough

action, lack of unity,

bickering, arguing. . . . . . . 19% 13% 25% 18%

Russien power is not curbed

enovgh; difficuities with

Ruseia; Russia .should be

PEPTOA. + o 4 b e e s a e e 11 13 1k 17

Handling of specific issues:
_not enough relisf to
destitute countries,
Palestine, Greecs, fallure
to proceed with disermement '
and control. of etomic bomb, . . 6 3 8 i

Big natidns have too much
power; should do away with
veto; meke &ll -nations equal . . = 3 2 y 3

U. 8, doesn't have enough
power; ls being taken
advantage Of . o ¢ o 4 4 o o . 1 1l 2 1

Vague general'disapproval of
UlN!'_Q'I.'\,O‘,’!.&. 5 3 7 J‘“

Everything is bad sbout i%;
should never have Joined,

should leave it now . . . .+ + & 1 1 2 2
Nothing bad &bout U.N.; just

growing palns, « ..o el s 7 5 9 6
Don't know, unable to answer. . 27 33 37 21

sort  ert 108t 106t

lohese coluwms sdd to mors then their respective totals of 72%, 70%, 1009
and 100% because 8 few respondents gave nore than one apswer.
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. 5. Chapges in Action snd Apathy with Respect to the United Nationa

- At both time periods, most pecple did not belomg to organi-
zations where world effeirs were discussed nor etiend any such meetings,
and thers was no noticeable change in this regerd dwring the six month

- period. In September, 1947, somewhere botween 11 and 15% said they did

..~ belong to such groups or attend meetings; in Masrch, 1948, the proportion
- was 12-16%.

-~ At both time periocds, close tc helf the adulis “actually hed
orgenizational affilietions. (The exact figures obtained were 47%
in September and 46% in Merch.) . The:patterns of membership did not
. alter. People most frequently belonged to meh's or women's sociel,
professional or fraternal groups, labor unions end church groups, in
that order.  The groups which people named. as ones which did discuss world
. evente followed the seme pattern as that for their general membership,
- @xcept that labor unions were less often mentioned in this resgpect than
the size of their membership would werrant. At both times, less than
half of one percent (actually, two people in -September and one in March )
reported participation in the American Assoclatiop foy the United Nations
or the United Nations Associetion of . Cincinpati.

.+ In March, as in September, eleven out of twelve of those who
. 314 not parkicipaste said thet they hed never been spproached- to Join
_guch groups or ebtend such meetings. At both times, only 7% of those
queried {or 5% of the entire semple) said "yes" in apswer to the question
(asked only of those who did not attend meetings or belong to ‘groups ):
“Have you ever been epproached to Join such a group or athtend such &
meeting?' The picture with regerd to membership and psrbicipation mey
be sumnarized as:

- Proportions emong - Proportions among

entire sample . _thoss gueried
Merch, September, Merch, Septeumber,

Lo 198 . 19h7 19487 1947
Belong or perticipete. . . . 126 11 "i@%* "’”%3%“'

Do not belonmg. or parbi-

cipate ' :
_Have been approached. . . 5 5 7. 7
. Have not been approached., _ 55’ 54 17 78

q2%  70% . 100%  100%

?‘Reade’rs interested in more detall on participation are referred to
-+ the earlier report, pages 27-28, : :
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These date showld not be taken too literally; at the very
least it should not be inferred thet the bulk of non-participation
is primarily atfributeble to failurs to approach people, For most
of the non-psrticipants in Msrch comtinued to explein that fact in
terms of the seme kind of imdifference noted in September. Most
roasons given were of the "I don't Xnow why, I Just don't" or the
"$oo busy," "not interested” typs: '

“Do you happen to belong to eny groups or
 orgenizations or attend sny meetings whexe
~ they talk about world affairs like the

United Nations? (If 'No') Is there any

perticuler reason why you don't?"

Proportions among Proportions among
entire sample  _thoge queried
Merch, September, March, September,
1948 1947 1948 1947

Belong or perticipste. . » . . . . 126  11% 16% 15%

Haven't been asked to join,
not Paniliar with any
groups t0 Joiny 4 « v v e 4 0 o s 3 3 h i

Tims: Haven't got the time,
too husy, other activities
interfere. . « ooy o o o o s oo 13 16 19 23

Just not Interested. . « « » + 4+ o 2 3 k 6
Pergonal ressonaz: age,

health, newness in

community, etcs « « v ¢ o 0 s 0 0 9 5 i1 6

Dislike belonging to any
orgenizetion, + « « v + s+ s s o 1 2 2 3

Wouldn't do eny good,
unnecessary, none of
my’business............l 1 1 1
Opposed to United Natioms . . . » o * * * *

Don't know why'; no :
partiouler reason, « « « » o + o » 31 29 43 ko

T2% 70% 100% 100%
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, Just as the low level of particlpation continued unchenged,
general familisrity with the nemes of Cincinnaii organizations trying
to help the United Natioms did not inerease significently. It was

still only e suall minority of the popula‘bion who could neme . SuCh groups
- about one in ten:

- "Do you ‘happen to know the nemes of any ‘
groups or organizations here in Cincimnati
that are. m:'ying 'bo help the United Nations?"

"'Proportions emong Proportions among
" ontire sample - those guerled

Merch, Septeuber, March, September,'
191;8 1947 1048" 19h7

YOe o v v o 0 o 4 s 0w e 1‘0%""7% 139 10%
NO * ¢ & F & 8 8 @ & . ¢ v s 0 62 : 63 . 8,1 90

S S o T2% 10 100% 100%

As befors, the groups named scattered over a1l possible kinds. Aboxit .

2% cited aither the Amerilcan Association of the United Nations or the
United Netlone Association of Cincinnati.

v As we noted in September, people Wwere more willing o concede
that something could be dome by individuals or groups to aid the United
Nations than they were to participate themselves. - At the same time,
there were many who felt that nelther organized groups, nor individuals
could do amything practical to influence world: events.; These state-
ments remein essentially wmeltered. for March. Something between a
half to two-thirds of Clncinnati edults believed organizations could .
be of practical uss to the United Ratioms. From a third to a half
belicved thet the average individual could be of assistence.. Neverthe-
less the Msrch results indicate some reduction from September in the
nunber of pecple holding aepethetic or defeatist attitudes towerd the
efficacy of individuel and group asction, People vere askedz

"In your opinion, cen these groups ‘and
orgenizations {groupe end orgenizations
that sre trying to help the United Natlons)
do enything to help the United Nations in s
practical way?"

Proportions among FProportlons samong

sntire gample those queried

March, September, March, Ssptember,
o 1048° 1947 k8 1947

Yes * * * L] . » . L . L] [ * . » hé% ' y uo% 65% 5'?%
NOQOOQIQOQOQQ‘C 12 10 16 11‘
Don't KNOW o « « o « « o o o _1k 20 19 29

2% 706 100% 100%

lSee pages 23-27 in earlier’rapor‘b.
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"Do you think there's enything the averege.
person cen do to help meke the United Netions
more successful? (What?)“ .

Prqportions among Proportions among
sntire sample thoge gusried
Merch, September, March, September,
1948’ 19&7 : 3.9#8 1947

Be better citizens; vote :
intelligently; writs o T
letters to officials. . ... . . 17% 10% 22% 1h%

Become better informed or
more interested; attend ' o ’
WOOEINGE. « « » 4 o e o o0 o o« e 16 11 21 16

Have & peaceful cutlook;

expect peace and not war;

hold abttitudes favorables _

O TN, v o v v e e e e e 4 5 6 7

Be more religious; have
higher ideals; train
children to tolersnce. . . . . . ) 2 5 L

Be more economiceli combab.
high prices; saccept
rationing to helyp nesdy 3.n

other nations. . . . « . ¢ . . i e 2 3
Miscellaneous. . . e e e e 3 3 L 3
Total suggesting waye average persom o
Can NOIPr + v v v v e e e e e e e 39%1 33%l . 5h%l h’i%l
Averege person cam do nothing. . . . . 22 26 31 37
No opinion, don't kmow. . . . . . o . 11 31 15 16

72% 70% 100% 100%

I+ should be noted that the differences in these two tables
indicating a decrease in apathetic, defeatlst responses are small. In
view of the fact that we are forced to estinmate the exact figures for
the entire Cinciniatl populeation, too much confidence cannot be placed
in them, However, reinterviews in Merch with a large fraction of the
people interviewed in the September study revesled that e small but
significant group of them had shifted away from the de:t‘eatist position
to sbout the sams sxbent as shown in these tables. It cen, therefore,
be concluded. that some reduction of these at‘titudes took place.

lThe percentages above add to more then the tobal neking suggestions
because & fow respondents gave more then one answer. '
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IN SUMMARY: . In comparing the attitudes in Oincinnati in Merch, 1548
B with those in September, 1947, so fer as they per’cained to
interndtional affairs generally, o¥ the United Nations, mors
pacrticularly , the following points uay be mede

- INTEREST  in American relaticns with Russia mounted ‘as tension in thoss
’ »relations increased. There is no reason to believe, however,
~that there was any more general widening of interest in

internatlonal affeirs or in the United, Nations duz-ing this
“time, - v

GEMERAL ORIENTATIONS did not shift. Majority sentiment remained anti~
isolationist, end thers was no change in underlying con-
victions about Mmerica's role in world affairs ‘dnd the
policies she should pursue. . There was, however , & growing
conviction thet enother war was approaching, peralleling
the mounting tension in American-Russian relatn.ons.

. INFORMATTION about the United Nations was relativsly 1ow and no inprovement
: in this regard was noted during the six month period., ;

UNITED NATIONS SUPPORT did not slter so fer s willingness for American
participation to continué is concerned. There was growlng
dissatisfaction, however, and pessimism sbout the possibility

- of U.N. success as criticel current situations did not yleld
- to 1ts hendling. There appesared as well to ‘be no increase in
- activity on behelf of the United Natioms, ‘though one factor
irhibiting such action -~ the feeling that individual and

group efforts are useless -~ did aecrease somewhat. '
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| PART II
THE ROLE OF THE CINCINNATI PLAN TR THE UNITED NATIONS

As we have Just geen, there was for the most pert, little
" change in opinion, interest and information im Cincimmati over the
gix month period of the Cincinneti Plen for the United Netions. The
largest shifts in opinion -- & greater preoccupation with American-
Soviet relations and the closely wrelated increesed feer and ex-
pectation of war, growing pessimism about the United Nations' ebility
to prevent war and dissatisfection with its progress so far -- were
- national trends related to the course of world events rather than
local developments in Cincinnati attributable to the Cincimmati Plan.
Since this is the cese, the cnly conclusion to be drewn from Part I
of this report is that the Cincinnati Plan hed 1little or no effect
on those aspects of thinking about world affairs covered by this
study.l ZEvsluation cannot stop here , however. If only for fubwre
mass educational atteupts we need to know why it showld be that six
months' effort ylelded so little in the way of msasurable eifect.

The effectiveness of an educationel program of this type
must be Judged on at least three levels. There is, firet, the basic
guestion of whether the program's efforts actually succeeded in in-
creasing the flow of information into mess media. Unless this pri-
mary objechive is achieved, the progrem has never really gotien under
way and further inguiris would be useless. There is every reason
to believe that the Cincinmati Plan was notably successful in this
regard, however.? ‘

Granted that there was an increased flow of information
meterials, we cen then ask the question of the extent to which en
incressed outpubt of information actually resulted in an Increased
exposure of people to these meterisls. Obviously, 1f newspaper
articles are not read, if radio programs go vnheard, if meetings are
unattended, then there is no more reason to expect an effect than if

lIt is slways possible that the Plan had effects not measured by the
study, even in these aspects. If, for example, & small number of
people became highly motivated and willing %o lend their energles to
civic undertekings of this kind it would be a gain that would not be
reflectéd in overall data for the entire population. This would not,
however, alter the fact that the campaign wes primarily intended as
mess education, and should, therefore, be judged in those terms.
2Attitwie surveys cannot enmswer this guestion, of course. Rather it reo-
quires an analysis of the major communication medla and & comparison

of the coverage given in Cincinnsti during the cempaign with the coverage
given in the seme period in comparsble cities and in an eerliocr period
in Cipcinnsti., It is understood that this evalustion is being mads by
the Committee on the Cincinnati Plen for the United Netions and that it
will indicate & substantial Increase. :



there had never been an increésed flow of informetion, And, even if
the materials are attended to, if they resch only those persons who,
for the progrem's pwurposes may be regerded as sufficlently informed
‘or properly oriented, then, again no importent effects are achieved,
at least in terms of the program's goals. Finally, even if the in-
craged materisls reached the desired persons, we must still esk
whether they hed any effect, and, if not, why mot. Let us turn to
these gquestions.

1. Expogsure to the Campalgn

During the period in which the Clncinnati Plan for the United
Nations was in_operation, most of the people who were familier with the
United Netionsl hed been in touch with one or another of the United
Kations' informetion medis. As might be expected, newspapers and radio
news broadcasts resched the most people. Peamphlets and lectures and
disoussions reached very few. The detailed findings:

1pg with the other questions dealing with the United Natioms, the 25% who

d4id not knew what the United Nations was were not asked these questions.
-26- ‘



"During the last six months, hewe you:

Proportions aaying" Proportions saying
"Yes" emong entire "Yes" among those

gamplel ' quoried?
. «se8oon anything in the
newgpaper about the Tnited ~
TobIomSTs » o o o0 v o 0 o o o 5% 83%

...eard any radio news programng | _
sbout the United Natlonsf?. . . . 53 Co Th

...heard any short radio mentions
of the United Netlons between

pI‘OgamS?- s s & w8 & & ¢ & » 3 " ‘ 26 . 36
...80en any signs or poshters | |

about the United Nations?. » . « o2y 29
... heard anything sbout the '

United Natiomsin church?. . . . 12 17

...read any leaflets or pamphlets
on the United Netionst. « « « » 10 1k

.« boen to any meotings where the
United Nations was talked about

Or d.iscussed?u s & & 85 v 3 %+ 9 s ' 9 ' 12
.+ o800 Or hoard §_n_,z'- thing else ’

gbout the United Natioms?. . . . ey o 29
1

The complementery figures for those shown in this column ere the dif-
ferences between them and 72%, Thus 59% saw nowspapey coverage of the .
United Nations, 13% did not, and 28% were not asked the question; and
gimilarly for each ltem. ~ S

2The difference between each of these figures and 100% is the proportion
not exposed %o each of the medie among those who were femilier with the
United Natious. o o
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The main sources of United Natlons' coverage mentioned under the
"enything elss" category were national}y circuleting periodicals,
news reels and personal conversations.

Not everyons hed been exposed, howsver. Even among those
who were familiar with the United Nations (and had, therefore, been
asked these gusstions), 8% had not received information from any
sources, 10% had had contect with one of those sources and 25% with
two, meking & totel of 43% of those gqueried who either had received
no information about the United Nations, or whose sources were
1limited primsrily to radic news broadcasts or newspapers. In view
of the fact thet the 28% who were not asked these questions would
probably have reported even less exposure then this group, 43% is
probebly an underestimate of the size of the group who were minimelly
exposed to the increeged flow of information. The full digtribubion
of amount of exposure is shown below:

Nunber of Medis with

which people report- Proportion among Proportion among
ed contact entire sample thosa gueried

8 or umore *% *%

T 2 3

6 3 4

5 7 10

b 12 16

3 17 2h

2 18 5

1 7 10

0 6 8

72%  100%

l‘.l?he exéct itenms menticﬁed. werel
Proportions amopg Proportions among
e:;tire samp;Le thoge gueried

Conversations, talking to
peoplel - [ » * . . . . * * L] L d 7% lo%

Nationally circulating

pericdicels, megazines. . . . . 7 9
Newsrools, movies., « « + + « » b 5
Through school children. . . . . 2 3
8t. Xavier University ?ageax_i‘b. . s i 1
BOOKS: s+ » o o o o « « s o o s s 1 1
Fuil length radlo programs .

other than news. + « « + « « » » - 1 o1
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: Another kind of test of exposure was mede by esking people:l
"Have you ever seen or heard this slogan: 'Peace begins with the United
Nations; the United Nations begins with you'?" In this case, @s a kind
of check of the agsumptions we have beeh meking, the question was apked
of everyone, rogardless of whether they were familler with the United
Nations .or not.  Of the entire sample, 49% claimed femiliarity with' this
slogan. This proportion was 54% smong those who were familiar with :
the United Nations and 3€$ among those who were not. These figures need
to be qualified by the fact that people tend to claim femiliarity rather
than sdmit ignorance. For exemple, even among people who said’ they hed
seen or heard nome of the sources cited, 15% claimed familiarity with the
slogan. Evidence of this may also be seen in the fact thet a £ifth of
the people who said they had seen or heard the slogen could not redall
where. they hed done so - ‘ ' S

-~ "Have you'év’ex‘»seen or héarcl the slogen:
~ ‘‘Peace begins with the United Natlons; the
United Nations begins with you'?t (If 'Yes')
Do you recall where you sew or heard 18
Yes' " L] - L] - A < L ] - . . . L] ' v .. - * “ » - . hg%l
Radio...‘(o........'p'-'ov.:-‘g?% v
POBt@I‘S OrSignS s s . @ ‘i‘_.,.-’ o.o’ 5
NOWSDEDOTSe o o o o« « o & o s « s s o o
Heexd it used in conversatioms. . .+ v o
Mogezines or DOOKS. « v ¢ « a4 % ¢ o «
Hosrd 1t used et meetings « « « « « o+ »

NowsraolS. « = « « o o » v o a2 0 s »

Pamphla‘ts. s e b s e v e s R

N T T S

Miscellaneouﬁ. » v s s e ..‘:.,.,’v.'
Don'™t recall o v v v v v v o o e ow o 20

No’ don’t !'ecall. s % 4 o+ @ 2 e s e 8 & e ‘( 'c . 51
100%

Although a good many peoplse remembered hearing this slogen not all of them
cen be assumed to have understood it. We have no systematic evidence on
this point, dut we have cn record one interview in which the respondent
said, yes, she had heard it over and over egain on the radic, but then

went on to add, "I never did find out what it meems."

1‘1‘}119 figuwre is smaller than the totel for tho sowrces mentioned,. because
some regpondents nemed more than one- sowrce. . ‘
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2. Whon the Campaign Reached -

v Since the guestioms govering exposwre %o United Natlons® informa-
tion medie wore not asked in the earlier swrvey, it is impossidble to say
vhether the foregoing figures represent an incroase in exposwre from what
1t wvould heve been without the program, There is, however, ipdirect
evidence on thie point in the netwre of the audlence recched. "

To put it driefly, the cenpaign wes most likely to reach ¥he
Yotter cducated, the younger ege groups, end men. . Conversely 1t leest
often reached the poorly educated, those over 40, end vomen:

Proportions reporting
exposwre to at least

three medie
College pducated. o o o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o 6 ¢ 4 o . - 68%
High Scheol educatads « « ¢ 5 « s o ¢ ¢ o 43
G‘ramar school Bdﬂﬂa‘&ﬁﬂs ¢ 0 s 0 ¢ s 8 v e 17
21-30 yoars Of BEE + & + o « o 0 s s b s L4
hﬂandov&r.'. e 8 8 o § & % s 0 e s & o 32
Men s e 9 o2 e LI I O S B ’ . l"3%
womenoo.otgoii-ctotoonocv 3!"

To readers of the serdier roport, these facts will have &
femiliey sound, for these eye the same groups there shown to bo most
1ikely to be interested and informed. In other words, 1t would eppesr
that the growps leset in need of en educationel campalgn were moat
1ikely to be exposed to it., This is in fact the case: auong those
who were rated as relstively igterestedl in September, 47% reported
exposure to three or more of the medis by March, whereas among the
originally relatively uninterested, 29% did. Similarly among those
originelly uninformed, 15% reported ezioeure et this level in Merch

woross 50% of the poorly infowmed end k5% of the better informed aa.?

3‘Relatively interested is ‘de't“ined a8 eipreasing "koon" interest in two or
- mopg of the internstionel jtems sbout which interest wes ascerteined. See
page 7, end eerlier report, pege 6. :

2;*‘6:' defimitions of those groups see earlier report, pege 12, The spparent
‘roveysal between the poorly informed and the better informed {which is

" ‘meintained rather oonsistently) should not be generalized to the Cincine
peti populetien, There is ovidence that the firet interview acted ae &
atimulug to the poorly informed, accounting for these differences st the
tine of the second interview, It cznnot be agsgumed thet the poorly in~
Forwd in the general populatiop who were not interviewed ip Sopteuber were
sorrespondingly stimuwlated to exposwre to the prograu.
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3, Effects of Exposure

: There is a relationship between the smount of exposure and
attitudes expressed., For example, people who reported more exposure

‘were more likely to fevor America's taking an active part in world
affairs, to express interest in the United Nations, to favor continued
Americen perticipeation in the United Nations and to be optimistic about
its chances of success, They were, however, somewhat more dissatisfied
with its progress so fer. These relationships have been chosen as
typical results; such examples could be multiplled.

Proportions meking Iindicated
response among those who report:

Exposure to Exposure to 3
No exposure 1 or 2 media or more medja

Parephrase of response
in March, 1948

U, 8. shouwld itske an
schive pert in world ‘
AFLAITE. « v « . o . o« 43% 73% 85%

Keen interest in news
about the United Nations 29% 30% 42%

Dissatlsfied with progress
usde by United Nations. . 33% 42% 45%

Think United Nations will
FEILl. v 0 o 4 e o« o . . 36% 33% 30%

Think United Stetes
_ ghowld work outgide _
the United Nations. . . . 21% 16% 119

The important question is, of course, whether the more favorable
attitudes expressed by those exposed to information medla ere & result
of thet exposure. The relationships themselves do not answer this question,
By themselves, these data indicate that there ig a relationship, but 1t may
" be that people with more favorable attitudes were more likely tc pay
attention rather than that the cxposure led to more favorable attitudes.

This would appeer %o be the case so far as the exposure to in-
formation media over thess six months goes. For, if we look at the
responses made in September by those who would later report various amounts
of exposure, we find that exactly the same relationships existed in
September before the exposure took place: ‘ .

“31-



Proportions meking indicated
responss in September among
those who would report in March;

EXpoéure to Exposufe to 3
No exposure 1 or 2 medis oy more medis

Paraphrase of response in
September, 1947

U. S. should teke an activs

part in world affeirs. . . . - 46% 73% , 81%
Keen interest in news sbout

the United Naticms. . . . . 284% 27% bo?
Digsatisfied with progress mede

by United Natioms., . . . . 29% k2% 49%

Think United Nations will fail 27% 21% 19%

Think United States should work
outside the United Netioms. . 17% 18% 7%

Tt. can only be concluded, then, thet in this six month period, at least,
1f there wes en increase in exposure, it was people's previous orienta-
tion which determined the extent to which they exposed themselves to
further information gbout the United Nations.

These data indicate the enormous difficulty of reaching an
eudience unless there is already positive motivation presemt. AL the
end of the cempaign those who were originelly interested were still the
most interested; those originelly best informed, still the best informed.
Although it has no besring on evalueting the current csmpaign, it is
interesting to note that at every information level, those who were
interested wers mors likely to remein informed or becoms better informed.
Similerly, at each interest level the better-informed werse more likely
to remsin or become interested:

In MARCEH:
Proportion  Proportion
relatively bebter
interested  Iinformed

Among those who in SEPTEMBER were..
Relatively interested and

Better informed, . . « + « + 4 & 82% 69%

Poorly informed. . . « 4 « v o+ 71 : 53

Uninformed. « « « o o « « = « « 56 33
Relatively uninterested and

"Better informed. . . . . . o« 4 . 48 : 53

Poorly informed. . . . + « + « «  4h 42

Uninformed. « « « « ¢ o « o o 38 25
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IN SUMMARY: Most people in Cincimnati recelved information
sbout the United Netions from one or another source
during the six months of the campaign, It is likely,
however, that they would have done so even if the
campaign had not been in progress for it was the
people who were betber informed and interested to
begin with who were most likely to have been reached.
People who were exposed to the cempaign more often
had the desired attitudes of support of the United
Nations and of internationelism, generally, but thers
is no ovidence that thig wes & result of their exposure -
to the campaign.



APPENDIX

HEOW THE STUDY WAS MADE

Composition of the Samples

As stated in the Introduction, this report is based on three
samples. The representetiveness of each of these samples as well as
their comparability with one snother are indicated by the characteristics
shown below:

Septewber, 1947 Sub-sample of March,

semple Sept., reinter- 1948
viewed in Msrch sample
MEN, .t verenennrncnans Ceerrraeeeaaes L6% 46% 46%
WOMOTle v v vvsvennnnenns Ceereaaraaens 5k 5 5h
Adults, 21-39 yesrs of 8g€........ 489 48% L7%
Adults, L0 and over......eeeverees 52 52 53
B ©1 5 % T N Cresesrreas - 88% B 90%
Negx‘o.ﬁ"".Q'.'l"’...&llIIO'."'Q 12 9 lo
Attended COLLEEG. v vverensssvanss 17% 20% 16%
Attended high school....vveeas. cee L L k2
Eighth grade Or 1e88......o.oveu.s 36 36 hp
Wealthy and pProSperOUS.....c.seees 19% 16% 13%
Midd1le ClOS8..esvsveoveveccusnnss 61 66 65
POO . vseivnsnsnsarssosseosvesunios - 20 18 22
VOLOTraNS.s s sseraysorernnes evanene 13% 15% 16%
NON-VEbEYBNS e v v e v rvoraancransosoes 87 85 8l



The Questionnaire

The complete schedule of questions asked (exclusive of factual

items sbout the respondent) is shown below. Starred items were geked in
September, but not in March; doubly-sterred items were asked in March, bub
not in September; all other questions were asked in both swrveys.

l‘v

2'

10.

11.

iz,

‘When you think of the problems facing the United States now, which one

comes to your mind first? What other preblems do you think of?

We'd like %o know how much interest the public tekes in a number of
questions. For example, do you yourself teke a keen interest, only
a wild interest, or practicelly none et all in news about (sach
iten below)? ’ : ‘

A. OQOur trede with other countries
B, Our relations with Russls

C. The cost of living

D. The United Netions

E, Strikes and labor problems

F. The control of the stomic bomb

Do you 'think there will always be wars between countries, or do you
think someday we'll find a way to prevent wars?

Do you expect the United Stetes to fight in another wer within the
next ten years? coe : .

What do you think could be done $0 make war less likely?

Do you think there should eventually be some sort of international
control of atowic bombs, or should sach country remain free to meke
its own bombs? :

Would you like to see the United States Join in the movement to
establish an international police force to maintain world peacs?

Do you think it will be best ‘for the future of this country 1f we
take en active psrt in world affairs, or if we stay out of world
affairs? : ' :

Do you think most foreign countries can be trusted to meet us half-
way in working out problems together, or do you think most of ‘then
cannot be trusted to meet us half-way?

Do you think we can ooun‘b‘ on Russle to meet us half-way in working
out problems together? :

Do you think you would be béﬁter off personally if the United States
would trade more with other countries?

Whet would you say is the main purpose of the United Nations
organization? : ' '
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13.

*1k4,

15-

16.

- 17,

18.

*l9e

20.

2l.

As far as you know, is it the job of the United Natlons to (pach
item below) .

A. Dsal with disarmement end control of the atomic bomb?

B. Improve health conditions in different parts of the world?
C. Work out peace treaties with Geruany and Japan?

B, Incresse trade between countries?

E. See that all people everywhers get equal rights?

F. Seot up & new world language to be used in all countries?

What would be your best guess on the smount of money the United
Nations orgenization spends each year - sbout 2 millicn dollars,

gbouk 25 million, about & hundred million or about eight hundred
million?

Heve you heard or read anything about the veto power in the United
Nations? '

IF "Y:ES"

A. How do you think it's supposed to work?
B. Cen it be used only in the Security Council or also in the
Goneral Assembly of the United Nations? :

*C, Do you think the veto powsr is & good rule, or not?
*D, Is it yowr impression thet the United States originally wanted

this rule, or 4id we just agree because other countries wanted
it?

What would you sey areg scme of the good things the United Nations
orgenization has done so fer?

What would you sey are some of the bad things sbout the United
Nationg so far? .

In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the progress
that the United Natioms organization has made so far?

Is there enything about the United Nations organization that you
would like to know more about? What?

Do you think the United Nations orgenizetion will succeed in spite
of the disagreements thet heve come up among Inglend, Russia end
the Uhnited Shates, or do you think these dlsagreements are o
serious that the United Netions organizetion will fail?

Some poople sey there are so many dlsagreements in the Unlted
Netiong, that we would be better off to get together with other
countries esnd work on internationsl problems outside the U.N.

Other people say that working through the U.N, 1s the best wey to
Preserve peace. :

How do you Pfeel ebout this? _(Should we work separately with any
counsries that went to Join us, or showld we work malnly through
the United Nationg?)
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*22.

23.

ok,

a5,

26.

*21.

*28,

B e

*#*30,

Do you think there is anything the United Sta%es can do to make the
United Nations more successful, or ers we doing all we can?

A, IF “CAN DO MCRE": In vhet way?

Do you think thers's anything the average person can do to‘help meks
the United Naetions more successful? What?

Do you happen to belong to any groups or organizations, or attend
any meetings, where thsy talk about world affairs like the United

- Nations?

IF "YES” : IF Nnoﬂ : .
K, Which groups? BA. 1s thers eny perticular reason why you don't?
'B. Have you ever been approached to Join such &
group or sttend such a meeting?

Do you happen to know the names of any groﬁps or organizations here
in Cincinnati that ere trying to help the United Nations?
IF "YES":
A. Which ones?
*B, What do you think sbout the kind of people who belong?

In your opinion, can these groups and orgenizations do enything to
help the United Natioms in a practical way?

IE‘ “YES" :
*#A, What cen they do?

"Have you ever heard of & private organization called the American
hesociation for the United Nations?

By the way, you know beginning September 1hth, they're observing
United Nations Week all over the country.

A. Heve you heard anything about 1t?
B. What do you think of the idea?

Compered to six months ago, how much interest do you have now in the
United Nations--more, less, or just about the seme emount?

A. IF "MORE OR LESS" Why do you think you have become (more) {less)
interested? :

Compared to six months ago, how much do you Xnow now sbout the United

Netions -- more, less, or just ebout the seme amount?
A. IF "MORE " In the last six months, how or where did you get most

of your new informetion ebout the United Naticns? Do you remember
any other way, or place, you got your new information?
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*#31. During the last sixz months, have you:

...heerd any radio news progrems about the United Nations?

...hear eny short redic mentions of the United Nations betwesn
progrems : ' :

..seen anything in the newspaper ebout the United Nations?

...seen any signs or posters about the United Netions?

...read eny leaflets or pemphlets on the United Nations?

..been to any meetings where the Unlted Naetions was talked about
or discussed? .

...heard anything sbout the United Netions in church?

...seen or heard enything else sbout the United Nations?

w e

HMQ sMEYO

*%32, Have you ever seen or heard this slogan: "Peacs begins with the
United Netions; the Unlted Nations begins with yout"

&, IF "YES" Do you recall where you saw or heard it?
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