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INTRODUCTTON

A 1ittle more than two years after the ending of the war,
almost half the adulte of Cincimmati (and of the rest of the country
as well) are already expecting that another war is not too far distent:

"Do you expect the United States to fight in
anocther war within the next ten yeers?"

Yeos sesesessrtncersas !"8%

No tesssAGEITIEILIIN LS 58

Dontt INOW ssesessses 1h
Total 100%

In part, as shown by & follow-up question, this represents a kind of
Pessimistic fatalism about war - 72% are of the opinlon that "there
vwill always be wars between countries™ while 24% think that "someday
we'll find a way to preovent wars® (4% yeplied "don't lmow" when asked
to choose between these altermatives). But bellef in the inevita-
billity of wars does not by itself account for why so many people expect
a war to ocour within the next decads. Most people, including many who
think that there will always be wars, ocan think of things which conld
be done to make war less likely, Their suggestions tond toward
generality: the most frequently offered is that somchow greater reo-
spoct, cooperation or undorstanding among nations must be achiovod,
and this suggestion is closely followod by tho belief that the adop-
tion of more truly religious ettitudes by individuals would lessen the
1likelihood of war:

1, Tho quostion askod was: 'Do you think thore will always be wars
betweon countrios or do you think acmeday wo'll find a way to
provont wars?”



et do you think could be donc to mako war
less _hbely?"

Chan@sinINDIVmJ’AIS.......,....L.......".-. 26%

Turn to God, Christienity or religlon,
pray moxre . .._».........'....11%

Get better understanding of one another .
Homoteeduca‘bion S 6 & 5 5 6 8t B E S @
Poople beaomo loss groedy or solfish o « o « 2

End racial or roligious mrejudice or
discrimination............-np- 2

C_esinIEADERSEIP. oaooco;so&wccoconoo h‘

Replace present Ieadership in U.8, or
somcdbhercountry.;.......o..o 2

Ieeders should be less sclfish, move
Goopera'biva, e‘bc., ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ 0 ¢ 0 o ngli e s 2

C@m.al in. MT.IOMI ?OLI. cY L C ¢ ¢ & & ¢ 9 .I. ] .. ¥ 5 8 & 2 @ 22

U.S. should roturn to policy of isolation .. 6

U.S, should stress military preparedncss
and keep atomic bomb secrocy, otCe o o o o o

U.8. should change policy toward Russia . . &

ObherC'OQOOOUO"ll-QG-OQOG.0“0-6

CmnggsinIM‘EEENATIQNALBEIATIOIB ss s s s s s e e so e 28

Gonorals moro rospect, cooperaticn amd
undorstanding among nations .« + « ¢ o v » & 12

Action by or for the Unitod Mations . « « » 6
Roliance upon othor kinds of international
organization: world govornmont, military
alliances ote o-'-tgootocoooo.tk

International disarmement and/or comtrol
OfatOmiCbombcooootoﬁcoaoaoo 2

More cquitablo distribution of world's
TOBOUYCOB o o s » ¢ o ¢ 4 ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ ¢ o v 8 ¢ 2

other.t.'.. .'Q‘O‘.'.’Q;'-...g

Nothingcanbed.one.......;.4.,.‘.......'...‘. 7

"Don'tlmow not intorestod &oown“oc‘;-;roounb_%.
=202 SN0, 200 SHLOYOSLoG T06GI*

#Porcemtages in this column add to more than 100% because & fow
rospondente offered mors than one suggestion.
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I% is noteworthy, however, that only six per cent explicitly
suggest possible actions by the United Mations as & way of prevemting
war, Why 1s it thet so few people refer to the already existing
international machinery for maintaining peace in the face of their
fears that ancther war ig in the making? Does the United Nations lack
popular support, has it failed to awaken interest in and knowledge of
1ts aotivities among the people of Cincinnati?

As the following sections will report in more detall, the
attitudes among Cincimratians - and on the basis of other NCRC studies,
these may be gencrplized to the mation - aro not those of active oppo-
sltlon to an international outlook generally or to the United Nations
more particularly, Thero is somo criticism and dissatisfaction, but
most people nevertholess express confidence in the United Nations and
a disposition to contimie to work through it. Though this "good will®?
oxlgtes, 1t is usually not buttressed by more active support., Many
people are neither well informed about nor interested in the United
Nations and its probloms, Their indifference often reflects an inabil-
ity to seo the connection of such vast and remote problems to their
immediate personal lives and concerns, For others, tho sheer bignoss
and complexity of intormotiomal issues load to the apathetic conviction
that there 1s nothing an ordinary individual can do about them anyway.

The opinions which pooplo oxpress about the United Nations
can be understood only in light of thesc more gencral orientations, The
following sections therefore will first evaluato the importance attrib-
uted to international problems, the intorost toaken in thom and the degree
to vhich pooplo are informed, All of those factors arc themselves intear-
related and have, as later sections will show, an important bearing on
the vay poople foel and the oxtont to which they actively support the
United Mations,



Part I

IMPORTANCE, INTEREST, ORIENTATION: ARE CINCINMATIANS CONCERNED WITH
INTERNMATIONAL AFFAIRS? '

How Impgortant Ave Intornationnl Events?

As a general measurs of the significance attached to devel~
omments on the internatiomal scene, the following question was asked:

™ihen you think of the problems facing the
United States now which one comes to your

mind first? What other probleoms do you
think of?"

The answers which immedintely occur to people give scme indication of
the freme-of-reference within which they are thinking, Those who
think only in torms of domsstic problems mny be regarded as attach-
ing less importance to the rroblom of foreign affairs than those

who at once think of world issucs. It 1s significant, then, that
close to half (47%) refer only to domestic problems, primarily to the
curront inflation and high prices. Almcst the same mumber (46%) cited
international developments, eithor exclusively or in conmection with
domestic lssuos. Here the loading issues are the general problem of
maintaining peace and the status of American relations with Russia,

Seven per cent had no opinion on this quostion, The more detailed
answers are shown below: ‘

47% named Domegtic Probloms onlys:
Inflation, the high cost of LIVINg « « o » o oo e e b7
Housins.......1.......,......_.._.. 9
Iabor problome « o o oo s ¢ 6 s e s 0 00 0as0s 6
Depression, unomployment o s o v s o o ¢ o 4 s 0 08 B
Othor domostic 165UCE & s o s o0 e s o s s e s s s 8

*Porcontages in this column add to more then 100% bocause somo
rogpondents named morc than one problon,

L6% named International Probloms:
Maintalning poBCO o o o v ¢ s o o ¢ s ¢ « o o s o o 2b%
Relations with Russia I N IR AT AT IR
GontroloftheA‘bomiaBan-;.;..,.54...§' 3
United Nations ..{;...;.'..,.‘._A.‘....r.'v. 1
Other Iﬁtormtioml 1o6U6E o s o s s v 6 0 o 0 se 11

6 bod No Opinion ,
llu‘



Are Peopls Irterested?

Another approach to the question of the extent to which thors
is concern with intermational questions is to ask people directly how
mech interest they have in such mntters. As before, ™the high cost
of llving" is the leading issue: 92 por cent say that they take a
"keon intorest”" in news portaining to it. On the other hand, only
31 per cent are as concornod with nows about the United Netions and
only 23 per cent follow news about our international trade with keen
interest. Slightly ovor half tho rospondents are interested in news
about the atomic bomb and about ocur relations with Russio:

"We'd like to know how much interest the pudblic takos
in a mumber of questions. For example, do you your-
self take a keen interest, only a mild interest or
practically none at all in nows aboubt:”
o Econ Mild None
The cost of 1iving eseosvesecvsaccsce 92% @ §% = 100%

Our rolations with Russla veeessecse 5k 31 15

The control of tho atomic bomb eseee 51 36 13

Strikes and lobor probloms eseeeseses 51 34 15

The Unitod Natlons eseesssssssscses 31 51 18

Our trade with othor countries ssees 23 52 25

If we select oub of the foregoing liet the four itoms deal-
ing with international probloms - rolations with Russia, control of the
atomic bomb, the Unitod Nations, and foreign trade - intercet in intere
notionnl affairs moy bo oxprossed as the mumber of these problems which
people eay they follow with keen interest, On this baais:

25% are not interosted in any of these aspocts of
international ovoents,

28% are intorcstod in ,jﬁs‘b one of them,

22% arc interosted in two,

16% are intorosted in three, and

9% are interested in all four,.

Thore is, of course, an intimnte connection botween the
tondency to think of curront probleme in an inbormotional fromowork
and an Interost in such problems,. Ariong those who include internn-
tlomnl questions among the problems facing the United States ; 61% take

& keen intorest in two or more aspects of intermationnl relations, as

ccmpored with 36% of those whose answers ore oriemted exclusively to
domestic problems. '



Formal educatlon is closely related to interest in interma-
tionel questions. People of grade school backzround are least likely
to be interested or to think in internationnl torms; the college-
educated do so far more frequently. For instance:

Among thopo of COLLEGE education; 67% arc "rolatively interestod®l
69% "think internationally"®

Anmong thoge of HIGH SCHOOL education:
' 51% are'rolatively interested"

479 *think intermotionally"

Among those of GRADE SCHOOL oducation: ‘
32% arc "rolatively interested"

34% "“think internationally"”

Tho cconomically botter-off, and nen are nore likely to be
concorned with intornational events; differonces betwoon youngor and
older pecple are slight, however, and military service does not seem to
have affectod intereost lovels:

Proportion relatively Proportion who
interestod in intor- think

notional events internationnlly
The wealthy and Prosporous eees 54 _— 62%
Middlo ClaB8  eescscscccressene b7 k7
POOI'  esessecssnssvasssceccons L1 29
MO  essscsseseresasssascvenee 55% 50%
WOLBIL  sssssccsessscorsvesvenns 41 k3
21-39 Yoars of Age sseessscccse k5% . 50%
LO and ovexr ssessssccscoviocass Lo L2
. Votorans «sesseescosssscssaccee b7 50%
FNOn-TOtOrans ecescoscconcoosane W7 45

L Thooc who expressed interest in two or noro of the four inmtornational
vopics discussod on page two are hero called "relntively intercsted,"
It should be noted that the exnct proportion who are intorested is
arbitrery and could be made higher or lower by altering the definition.

2. Those who cited an international problen as among the problenms facing

the United States today ore hero reforred to aa "thinking interna-
tionally." Spe page b,

-6



Interest and Personal Salience

: But though some groups of the population mey be shown to be
more concerned with world events than others, these differences shonld
not obscure the fact that a large mroportion of the population - and,
indeed, of each sub-group - can only be described as indifferent to
‘these questions. The contrast between the keen interest on almost avery-
one's part in the cost of living and most pecple's lack of imtersst in ‘
foreign trade points to one factor in the situation: the persomal
relsvance of develomments on the internationsl sceme 1s not as irmed-
lately apparent. The cost of living is an immediate concern which
entors in the daily individual decisions; pecple feel it, 1t affects
their lives, and it 1s, thevefore, an important interest to them, But
the effects on the individualts life of a forelgn trade policy or of the
discussions taking place in the United Nations are not so easlly per-
celved; people are less likely to see how internmationsl cvents concern
thenm and so they are less intercsted. Poople who do feel that they have
& persomal steke in international developments sre far more likely to
rogard them as interesting and important, For exanple » among those who
think that they would be "botter off personally, if the United States
would trade more with fareign countrics, ‘

49% mention intermational problems and
57% ave relatively interested in then

Bat among those who do not feel that they have a.nything porsonal to
gain fronm increased foreign trade ’

43% menticn intermational problems and only
37% are interested in then,
Intercet and Isolationisn

It has Just been suggosted that interest in international
affalrs flove out of some rathor basic oriemtations in this sphere,
NORC has for a long timc boen asking a series of questions designed
to tap the prevalonce of the Philosophy of isolationism and its concom-
nitant distrust of other mations and cooporation with then, These
questlons, prosented below,.indicate that isolationists are in the
minordty in Cincimnnati (and there is little difference beotwoon Cin-
oinmatl and the rost of the nmation). Majority opinion supports Amer-
ican participation in world affairs, favors an intornationnl police
force and international control of the atomic bomb, Those attitudes
provaill in epite of a still-existant undercurrent of suegpicion of
forelgn notiong:



"Do you think it will be best for the fature of
this country if we teake an active part in
vorld affairs, or i1f we stay ocut of world
affairs?" '

Cv.

Tako activo DAY cevevecesscorssnen 65%
Stay out n:n‘sol.c‘.oao.tmc--uuo.qc;.c.;ott 29

mn't hlw (A A LR AR X E R A S N E RN Y 6

160%

™ould you like to see the United States Join in
the movement to establish an imtornational police
foree to maintain world poace?®

Yes c.atoo-ooooc;,obtooc-oooonooo-.aott 76%

No 084202000008 0803000300000R0RS lh'

Don‘t mow 0020068020 9000800003 000 10
100%

"Do you think there should eventually be somc sort
of intormational control of atonic bombs, or should
each country remain frec to nake its own bombae?" -
Intornational COMLIOL seecesoscsses 60%
Each country free $ssssasecesannase 32

- Don't m( -oo'ougo‘00|o~ccncoocbooo¢o 8
100%

"Do you think you would be bettor off porsonally
if the United Statos would trade more with
foreign countriecs?® ’

Yos, DOLLOr Off sesseevesscascssses 52%

NO 6202080040009 80030RGLRPABBG0600 28

Dont't know "QCO;.;Oétéo;l-‘i;ltttt‘l 20
100%
"Do you think nogt foreign coumtrics can bo trustod
to neot us half-way in working out problens togother,

or do you think noet of thenm cammot be trusted to
neet ue half-way 7"

Can be trusted .'QC.;.Q;OO'U-O-CDOO*O-O !‘5%
Cannct be trugsted eessasssssases s ,'"7 .

- Dont't know OOOQOO;GQICQOCOQQGOO».OO 8

8 o8

\



It is obvious that attitudes such as these enter ints the
deternination of inmterests. It is hardly to be expected that people
who are opposed to American involvement with the rest of the world
will follow such develomments with any great interest. This is exactly
vhat 1s found: those who take the isolationist side of each of the
foregoing issues are far less likely to montion international problems
and fer less likely to express interest in them than those who hold
views favorable to intermatiomalism, To put 1t another way, those who
. are interested in intermationzl Iroblems are more likely to take the
internmationalist position; Juninterested people are likely to be

isolationists: :
Anong the relatively

Anmong thoso who are relatively interested: uninterested:

- 80% say we should take an active . ~ 42% say we should take
part in world affairs an active part
82% favor participation in an in- T4% favor participation
ternational force
T1% want eventual imbormational 49% want eventual inter-
control of atonic banb national control
63% think that increased imtormaticmal Lhe think so
trade will benefit then porsonally
57% think most foreign countrics can 33% think so
be trusted to work with us in soly-
ing problems.

It can be shown that ilsolationist sentiment is nost strongly
entronched anong the sarme population groups who have beon shown to be
least interested in international affairs: Those of grade school
oducation, the poor, and women. But the difference in attitudes between
the interested and the unintorested Just prosonted above are not simply
a function of the differentisl conposition of the two groups, That is
to say isolationists are less likely to have interest in intormotional
happonings, whatover their background than are non-isolationists of
the ssme background, By way of 11lustration, it is shown below how
people of grade school education - usually the loast interested group -
are, if they favor a non-isolationist gtand, norc likely to be imtores-
ted in world affairs than are the better-oducated people who favor
isclationisn, ‘

Anong those who favor cur taking an activo in world
affairs, intorest in world affairs is expressdd by: «

68% of the high school gradustes and college trained
56% of those with scmo high school training, and
46% of those with only grado schooling.

Qe



But among those who say we should stay out of world affairs, the
proportions who are relatively interested in intermational news are:

. 37% of the high school graduates and college-trained

. 36% of those with some high school training and

22% of those with only grade schooling.

IN SUMMARY: Interest in intermationsl events is rather low among
Cincinnatlians. While interest can be shown to be a correlate
of soclo~economic position, it 1s even more a function of
underlying convictions about Amsrica's role in the world
and of an ability to grasp the personal significance of
international developments in the lives of individuals.



Part II
INFORMATION: ARE CINCINNATIANS INFORMED ASQUT THE UNITED NATIONS?

In view of the rather low level of interest in intermational
affairs, generally, it i1s not surprising that most peovle are not very
well informed about the United Nations., When asked, "What would you say
is the main purpose of the United Nations organization," seventy per
cent of the respondents gave answers which indicated at least a familiarity
with 1ts general concern with keeping the peace. The implication +that
thirty per cent of the adult population of Cincinmatl were unacquainted
with the United Nations in September, 1947, i1s quite in line with the
findinge of a national survey conducted in April, 1947. At that time,
36% of the adulte of the nation 414 not know that the United States
had joined any intermational organizations working for peace.

A serles of more specific questions dealing with the function-
ing of the United Nations indicated thd misinformation and lack of in-
Parmetion are widesgrea.d even among the sevemty per cent familiar with
the United Nations,™ The large majority believe, incorrectly, that the
United Nations 1s charged with the responsibility for working out peace
treatles with Germany and Japen. large minoritles do not know that in-
ternationsl trade, disarmamsnt and control of the atomic bomd, and world
health conditions are all within the scope of United Nation's activitiess

"As far as you know, is it the Job of the United

Nations to..."
Por cent responding

Correctly Incorrectly Don't Know

See that all people everywhere
get equal righte? (Yes).. 55% 11% L9 »T0%

Improve health conditions in differw
ent parts of the world? (Yes).. 50 12 - 8

Increase trade between countries
(Yes).. b7 13 10

Dezl with diszrmsment and conti'ol :
of atomic bomb? (Yes).. 46 13 11

Set up a new world language to be -
used in all countries? {No)... 38 16 16

Work out peace tresties with
Germeny and Japan? (No)... 10 55 5

1 e thirty per cent who indicated no familiarity with the United
Nations organization, were, for obvlous reascns, not asked further
questions about it,

~11-



On the basis of these guestions, the respondents have been classified
iInto the following informationsl levels:

30% = THE UNINFORMED

Those unable to state the main purpose
of the United Natlons

27% » THE POORLY INFORMED™

Those who answered three or more of the
six items aboub U.N.'s responsibilities
incorrectly

43% » TEE BETTER INFORMEDL

Those who answered correctly four or
more of the six items,

Informational level is, of course, closely assoclated with
formel education., College-trained people were most likely to be among
the better informed. But even by the rather low standard employed here,
only 59% of the college educated are classified among the better in-
formed, while this proportion falls to 43% of those with high school
sducation and 34% of those with grade schoolings

- Proportion who are
Better Informed Poorly Informed Uninformed

College esevsesceseres 5% 38% 3% - 100’
Ei@ School o.-;octoo‘oo- h3 32 25
Grade Sc.hOOI seacvsvee 3)4- 16 50

Who are the Uninformed?

For an information program to succeed, 1t must necessarily
be designed with some knowledge of the kind of group to whom it is
addressed. As ig shown in the table below, the uninformed are predomi-
nantly women, of little formal schooling, and over R0 years old, They

1Tne absolute size of these groups 1s a result of the definition, It
might be argued that s person who could not answer all six items
correctly is not very well informed, in which case only 1% could be
classified as informed, The complete score distribution is3

No., of items correct % of respondents
: i

14

28

15

1o

2

0%

O W U ON

0-12-



tend to be less well-off, More imporbant, psrhaps, to the problem of
reaching them ere the facts that few of them are avid newspaper readers ,1
and that they tend to be non-participants in community life, as Judged

by the high proportion who d1d not vote in the 1944 Presidential electicm.
The poorly informed group, on the other hand, 1s not so markedly dif-
ferent from the better informed. Except for a higher proportion of women
and of non-readers of newspapers among the poorly informed, the two groups
are qulte similar.

Proportion in each group who: The Better The Poorly The Une
Informed Informed - informed
Did not complete high school ..... 56% 56% 88%
AY® WONED .o.ivvsveccnresrcsasasss k1 51 (]
Are over kolyears Of 880 sievecns Lo 51 58
AT DOOP .vvecscscarssscossensoss 16 16 . 30

Di1d not vote In last
presidential election sievcvsvoses 29 ' 32 L7

"Usually" read 2 or more daily
newspapers LA RN E N R NE XN S W N NN RN RS 79 h? 36 )

Interest and Infom‘b!.on Go Hand in Hend

Among people who are relatively interested in inbermational
developments, only 12% are uninformed; 35% are poorly informed; and
53% are among the better informed. Bub among those who admit they
are not particularly interested, 47% ere uninformed; 20%, poorly ine
formed; and 33%, Better informed. Thus, the low information levels
reflect the general indifference and lack of interest with which many
veople regerd international questions., While persons with more formal
schooling are more likely both to be inkerested in international events
and to be inbrmed abow the general purposes of the United Nations, still,
to a great extent, inbterest can overelde & lack of formasl education,
If fact, people of enly grade schocl education who have some interest
in the problems have at least as high a proportion of the better ine
formed among them as do those with more esducation although they have
a higher proportion of the uninformed as well, The variations in infor-
mation level assoclated with amount of education among the uninterested,
however, indicate that where there is little interest, the better-educa-
ted are someowhat more likely to assimllate the related information anyway..

L e question asked was "Do you usually read a daily newspapert" Since
97% of the sample reported themselves as "usual readers” of newepapers,
a figure far beyond newspaper circulation, only those who claimed
reoadership of two papers or more are consldered veaders here.

~13-



Proportions who are

Better Poorly
Those who are relatively interested Informed Informed Uninformed
and
High Bchool Graduates and College
Tmined [ EE R EREENNNENNEREEENNRN IS 59% 35% 6%:1001
Some High School Education ...... 57 32 11
G-!‘ad.e SGhOOl Only c-'o.oc'oo'oc!_cbct.“é_é- ) lO 2"'
Those who are uninterested and
High School Graduates and College :
ﬁr&ined ®esosoePrETEOEICERIROEIRIROISTIICGEOIORMTE ’43 31‘" 18
Some High School Education ..... 41 13 46
Grade SchOOlonly csserasoEnr R 27 11 62

In view of the relationship between baslic political philoso-
phies and interest in international questions on the one hand, and
between interest end information on the other, it is not surprising
that the better-informed people are more likely to be internztionally
oriented than are the uninformed, The uninformed group is oubtstandingly
cne which does not think in international terms, which favors isclationism
and 1s suspicious of foreign countries. The poorly informed group btends
toward this direction, too, al'bhough it differs from the better-informed
group far less sharply.

Among the Among the Among the
Better Informed Poorly Informed Uninformed

55% - 524 29% mention an international
problem as among those
sonfronting the U.B,.

76% T5% k19 think America shounld take
: an active part in world
affalrs

81% 75% : 7% would like to see the U.S
‘ participete in world
police force

72% . 659 37% favor eventual interna-
tional control of the
stomic bomb

61% 51% 41% - think they would benefit

personslly from increased
forelgn trade

52% 50% 29% think most foreign countries
can be trusted to work with
us.

il



It should not be inferrsd, however, that the furnishing of in-
formation will work dlrectly to create sttitudes of internationalism,
While these attitudes derive in pert from the interests which people have
and the information available to them, atbitudes and intereats also ’
operate as selective factors determining what Information people will

pay sttention to. Information must first be presented in such a
that 1t interests people, so that it appears relevant to their concerms
Pefore 1t wlll have much eifect on aﬁ%p» wdes., The sccompanying tablie
mekes Lhis poinb cieariy: the people who have somshow happened to ace
guire information about the United Nations without being particularly
intereated by international iseues are not outstandingly oriented favor-
ably toward internationalism. In fact, they are less favorably oriented
then are people who are actually poorly informed but nevertheless inter-
ested, The completely uninformed tend toward 1solationist attitudes,
whether they express interest or not - an 1nd:lcaticn, perhape, that the
interest is more verbal than real.

- ' Bettor Informed Poorly Informed Uninfarmed
Tnter- Not Ine Inter- Not in- Inter~ NotIn
Proportion among such group  ested +terested ested terested ested terest
who T

Mention an internmational preblem 64%% k3% 544 40% 59 274

Favor America's teking an active
part in world affeirs ......... 86 62 82 65 5 37

Want America to participate in
an international police force .. 81 81 80 68 % Ti

Favor eventual international \
control of atomic BOMD .eveeees. T8 63 68 60 k3 37

Think they would benefit person-
elly from increassed foreign trade.68 51 51 W k9 ko

Trust most forelgn countries : .
to workﬁthus PAE QPO REESURREIN 61 ho 59 37 35 27

Degire for Information

Another indication that the currently low levels of informa-
+ion about the United Nations camnnot simply be atitributed to a fallure
on the part of information media lles in the fact that there is a rela-
tively low demand for information. When the seventy per cent who were
able to state the mein purpose of the United Nations were asked, "Is
there anything about the United Nations that you would like to know
more about?”, 31% expressed indifference or oubtright antagonism to
getting furbher knowledge , ‘a8 compared with 39% who felt that they would
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1ike to now more,: In other words , b4% of those gueried were satis=
fled with their suwrrent Information status, Even among those who are
poorly informed, 36% want no further information. The comparable pro-
portion among the better informed is 47%. Interest is, again, an
important factor: Among people having approximately the same information
or lack of 1t, peopls who express interest in intermational affairs gen-

erally are more likely to want to know more about the Unlted Natlons.
Those wanting more informations

68% of the poorly informed, but interested
61% of the poorly informed and uninterested
58% of the better informed and interested
k2% of the better informed but uninterested

Those who were interested in knowing more about the United
Na.tions organization were asked to specify what information they
would like, Most of them were nd specific, but merely expressed
a general interest in knowing more about it, More detalled re-
sponses called for further information about bvasicstructure, ulbi-
mate aims and present activities of the United Neticns, and about
use of the veto and current disagreements between member natlionss:

1 e thirty per cent unable to describe the main purpose of the United
Natione, previously referred to as the uninformed, were not asked any
further questions which referred specifically to the United Nations,

Tt 1s not possible to say precisely how much thelr omission affects the
results above. While on the one hand, they are uninformed, and the more
poorly informed are more likely to want information, they are on the
other hand, not internstionally minded or interested, and these groups
have little interest in further information.
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"Is there anything about the United Natioms organization -
that you would like to know more about? (If 'yes'), whebt?"

B

Basic structure ...oeeeeeiiceicenins. 5%
Ultimate aims .cicevceesssarsccrances
Present activitles ....cevecesscaccse
Use of the Veto RRTEEPTERYRR VTR

Member disagreoments ..iciesseescssnse

N W W W

AChievements to date tasesescnctessote

Specific branches - UNESCO,
pOlice force etC. PELRAAEIELOEOADEDGE NS l

Disarmement and control of stomic

bOmb A AR ENEE AN STERERLEEEREEENERE RN RN NN N R *

Unspecified E P OB I PPREEELLIEOIROOSEYIPUFKFOERICGSOETNE 20

NOs 31

* Less than Q.5 per cent,

#% Percentages add to more than 70% because a few gave more than one
response.

How Detailed Should Tnformation Be?

: The information questions which have been discussed up to
this point are concerned simply with determining whether or not people
are acquainted with the general purposes of the United Nations. Actually,
some questions which dealt with more specific aspects of the operations
of the United Nations were also asked. As might be expected y people are
less well informed on details than they are on general purposes. More
particularly:
«e«. Only 17% know or could guess that the annual budget of the

United Nations 1s in the neighborhood of 25 million dollars.

«++. Only 34% remembered hearing or reesding anything about the veto
power in the United Natioms. Only 7% could explain 1ts work-
ings correctly in terms of the requirement of big power unanimity.
Only 7% know that it can be used only in the Security Council
and not in the General Assembly as well. Twelve per cent know
that the United States originally supported the adoption of the
veto rule.
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There i1s little relationship between very specific factual
information and the more general acquaintance with aims and purposes. .
Those who are poorly informed about the genmeral aims of the United
Nations actually ars somewhat more likely to have answered the budget
question correctly, although the difference is not outstanding - 28%
as compared with 22%. Thoss who answer this guestlion correcily are no
better informed in general, no more interested in intsrmatiomal affairs,
no more likely to have an internationalist outlook than those who do nok.

On the other hand the general acquaintance with the veto power
indicated by having at least heard or read about it is related to other
information, interests and attitudes. Broad familiarity with the larger
outlines, in contrast to kuowledge of detail, is accompanied by an inter-
national outlook and interest.

IN SUMMARY: Knowledge about the United Nations is not particularly
widespread among Cincimnatians. An information program must
address itself most particularly to women, to people of little
educetion, to older and to poorer people. Of major importance
to the success of any such program is some way of overcoming

- the widespread lack of interest and indifference to it. The
communication of isolated facts, of a highly specific nature
is of little importance to the larger goals of an information

program. :
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Paxt III
OPINION: DC CINCINNATIANS SUPPORT THE UNITED NATIONS?
How Does It Look Now?

So far, the adults of Cincinnatl are almost evenly divided in
their opinions of the progress which has been made by the United
Nations. They were asked;

"In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied
with the progress whichike United Nations
Organization has made so fart"

Satisfled ....ovvvvivinannnn. .. U8
Dissatisfled ........vevvuene.. b1
Don't KNOW cvvvnvenvocnareraraes 11

100%

However, when asked to name some of the good or bad things which the
United Nations organization has done so far, 30% are unable to report
anything either good or bad, indicating the impressionistic nature of.
their opinions on United Nations progress. The most Proquently named
accomplishments of the United Nations are its creation of unity between
nations, its handling of overseas food and relief and of other gpecifie
issues like Gresce, atomic weapons, etc. High on the list of eriticisms
are its slowness to act and disapproval of Russia's conduct:

"What would you say are acme of the good things the -
United Nations has done so fart"

Creates or 1s creating unity between

nations, has ended isolationism, breaks

down cultural or trade barriers ........... 109
Handling of oversess food or relief ....... 8

Handling of specific issues: Greece,
atomic bomb, UNESCO, occupation forces .... 8

Helps nations to get together to talk over
problems; acts as forum or sounding board.. 8

Has helped small nations, curbed big ones.. 3

ﬁas or is trying to curb Russian power .... 2
Is creating better understanding betwsen

Russia and rest of world ...... .... rers e *
Vague general approval of U.N. ......... .. 9

U.N. has done nothing good so far ......... 12

Don't know, unable 10 answer ........e.....

Lh
ICUTw
* Less than 0.5%

** Percentages add to more than 100% because a few respondents gave
more than one response. 19



"What would you say are some of the bad things
about the United Nations organization so fari"

.- : : Too much talk and not enough action;

T, lack of unity, bickering, arguing;

allthey dO ista]-knltnvn-000-.loaaool- l&

R Russian power is not curbed enough;
difficultles with Russia, Russia should
bemed ..‘.'.‘P'l....‘...‘..’......'. 17

Handling of specific i1ssues; not enough

relief to destitute countries, Greece,

failure to proceed with disarmameont and
OontrOlOf &temic bOIHb cossenssnssepbene b‘

Big nations have too much power; should do
away with veto; make all nations equal .. 3

U.S. doesn't have enough power; is
b‘eiwmenadmm@of LR X BN B BN N BE BN AN BE 2N BE AR B l

Vaguo general disapproval of U.N. c..uus. b

Everything is bad about it; should never
have Joined; should leave it now ........ 2

Nothing bad about U.N. just "arowing
pains" LR I B B AF 8 B 2R U BF IR B BN R B O N BN RN RN WY SN WY SR Y S R B A W ) 6

Don't know, unable to answer ......ee0e.. 51
1067+
One specific target of criticism is the veto ruls. As stated

earlier, only a third of the adults of Cincimmati claim familiarity
with the veto power in the United Nations. But among thdse who have
hoard of it, 49% disapprove of it as compared with 35% who think 1t is
a good rule. (16% had no opinion onec way or the other). Intercsting-
1y enough, those who know that the United States originally actively
gupported its adoption are more likely to consider the veto a good
procedure - 52% of them say the veto is a good rule, while only 26%
of those who think that we simply agreed to its adoption approve of
it. It may bo that those who approve of the veto simply feel that
the United States would naturally have backed tho desiradle thing,
though it is possible that their opinions of the veto have been
influenced by their knowledge of the role of the United States in its
adoption. A

Distrust of Russian intontions in the United Nations is another
important aspect of dissatisfaction with United Nations progress. Nearly
three-fourths (74%) of the population said "no" when they were asked,

"Do you think we can count on Russia to meot us half-way in working out

*#Percontages add to more than 100% becaupe a few respondents gave more
than one response. o o
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problems together?" Only 4% feel that Ruseia can be counted on; 12%
“don't Imow," The minority who have confidence in Russia's coopera-
. tion are much less diseatisfied with U.N, progress to date: 65% of them
R gay they are satisfied as compared with 459 of those who do not trust

- Rdﬁﬁiao

oo What about the IFuture?

The dissatisfactlion with the progrese made by the United Nations
80 far does not for the most part indicate sericus disaffection., Sixty-
two per cemt are convinced that the United Mations orgenization will
succeed in spite of the disagreements which have come up among member
naticns; 81% feel that we should comtimue to work through the United
Nations, oven though there are disegreements. The questions:

"Do you think the United Nations organization will
succeed in spite of the disagreements that have come
up among England, Ruseia and the Unlted States, or do
you think these disagrecments are so serious that the
United Nations organizetion will fail?"

Will succeed 0;01.0.00.;00‘.‘ 62%
Will fa1l t.o;c‘ooon-t;’n';;;t. oh

Don't know .0;.;.;0"‘-00000";0' 1h
' 1003

“Some people say there aro so meny disagrecments in
tho United Nations, that we would be better off to
R got together with other countries and work on

ot internatiomnl problems outside the U.N.

“Other people say that working through the U,N, is
is the best way to preserve peace.

"How do you feel about this? Should we work
separately with any countries that went to join
us, or should we work mainly through the United
Nations?"

Work s678Y8t6lY eeesseocees 14%
ThrUU-Sh U.N,. O'At".' o-.‘ooltc;c 81

Dontt mz;;o-;-vocno‘;;t-‘.a
, - 100

These attitudes are, of course, interrclated. Those who ars
satisfled with the progress of the United Nations are more likely to
think that it will ultimately succeed end that the United States should
contlme to work through i1t. But even among those who are dissatisfied
with its progrese, three-quarters favor contimied participation and
over half think that it will succeed,.



R
e

Among those satisfied with Among those dissatisfied with

UeNe progress so far: . UYaN, rrogress so far:
g séy it will succeed despite 539 say 1t will succeed
disagreements among member
nations ’ ‘ 7
83% eay the U,S, should contimie 73% say we should work
$0 work through the U.N, through U.N.

Better educated, wealthy and prosperous people are more likely %o be
critical of Unlted Nations progress. Men and women, young end olg, are
agreed in thelr ettitudes »

Proportions who are

Education : Satisfled Dissatisfied Don't know
0011388 sesesessescstsne }40% 57% A 3% - 100%
High.School sessssessens L6 39 15

Greds School occo'aooo'oc 61 : 26 13
Econcmic Status ‘

Wealthy and rosporous see 39 «_ 58 3

M1ddle C1BBE eecesseseses 52 35 13

POOT  sosssvennssasssessee ' 49 32 19
oz N

" MBN  sessccescescossesenes LT k3 10

WOMBR seesvoccoessssascas 49 38 13
hge |

21-39 seseessssossareseas U9 39 12

4O and OVET eeveaessonveee 4B b2 © 10

Intorest, Information and Opinion -

Poople who have some interest in international developments are
ascmewhat more critical of what the United Netions has done so far and
loss optimistic about its ultimate success. Informed people, on the
othor hand, are less critical and more optimistic than the poorly in-
formed, despite their somewhat higher educatioral level. AllL groups,
however, aroc equally agreed that America must remain within the United
Nations framewcrk, Apparently, people who are really concerned about
the issues, arc less likely to dderiiss the questions with indifferent
approval, while knowing something about what the United Nations is striv-
ing to accomplish. The difficultics attendant on it tonds. to temper
criticism, .
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It 1s clear from the data below that the better informed people are more
gsatisfled with U.N,.'s performance, whether or not they are particularly
interested in intermational events, end they are also more optimistic
about its ultimate success regardless of their imbereet lovel., Dis-
gatlisfaction with and pessimism ebout the United Netions are coming

disproportionately from those who ave really not informed sbout what
is going on in the United Natlongs. The truth of this observation should
not, however, obscure the fact that majorities in every group expect the
United Nations to succeed and there is ovorwvhelming endorsement of
contimied American participation.

Among thes )
Better informed Better informed  Poorly informed Poorly informed ani
and more intorested but not interested but interested not interested
53% 55% ' 349 kot are satisfied
with U.N.
wogrees
64% 7% 524, 544 think UN. will
succeed despits
- disagreoments
80% 8% - 8% 84% think U.S. skould

contime to work
through the Ue

How Can We Help the United Netions?

Majority opinion holds that the United States is already doing
everything it can to make the United Nations a success. Only 20%
foel that thore i1s something further the United States could do and
not all of these are able to state Just what the United States could
do. Suggsstions tend to run toward changes in present policy with
somewhat more suppoert for a move toward a firmer policy, especially
toward Rusela, than for a move towerd a more conciliatory policy. The
question: ) -

2%



"Do you think there is anything the United States
can do to make the United Natlons more successful,
or are we doing all we can? (If 'Can do more')

In what way?"

candomoreO‘COOOOOO“l‘..'.ll.‘l".." 20%
:Bé more 4f1rm> in supﬁoft of oﬁf omi

policy, talk tough; we're compromis-

ing too much; we should be the DOSB ssvssvee 3

‘Be more f£irm with Russia c‘oco‘oo‘orooocoovucov 3

Exercise our moral iead'.er'e:h'i'p +0
oncourage cooperaltion sesssesesvecscsesrese

Formilate & more defini‘be program senvssseve
Improve the quallty of ocur ?ersdmiel PP
Bo more conciliatory with Ruseia cesessecsns

MIsSCallaneous seeveassevsecscsoncsconcessssce

S I L T 1 B

Don'.b. }mw what VS0 C SISOV PSIISESENNICRISNICIOGS

Doingallwa can o~”¢- . vo‘ ."':”." o:m (SR I A O I 68

Dontt know ov. o“ s s ob ’; oA . o e ". .

* @ 8 & 0 0o 5 & ¢ » & ¥ 12

100%

While mogt people do not beleng to and are not even familiar
with the names of crganizations in Cincimmati that are trying to help
the United Netions,l over half of them believe that there ere thinge
which these groups can do to help the United Nabtions. Thesc people
rimariiy suggest that the organizations can help create inberest,
educate the public, make recommendations to those in authority., In
more detail, their suggestions are:

1 This point is discussed more fully in a lateér section.
2l



"In your opinion can these groups and organizations
(groups and crganizetions in Cincimmati that are
trying to help the United Netions) do anything to
help the United Natlons in a practical way?

(Tf ‘'yes') what can they do?"

mo‘ooo'ca.ono.cccoooocoooococ'tv57%

Enlighten or educate the pudlic about the
United Nations, Get the people interested seeeee 15

Present suggestions to people in suthority.
Sond 4elegates sevessssssssssccecosscasecscrsnns 13

Self-enlightment of the groups and their
members, Hold lectures, discussiong etG. seveee 6

Volce opinions publicly. Endorse positions
taken or petitlion for Changes saevesesvccvrconse

Cooperato with other groups to gain strength .va &
Participate in overseas rolief Irograms csescess 2

Pramote the groups themselves; mombership
drives, pu‘blici‘by, fund.-raisipg ssresessvesssese 2

Organization can holp, but unablo to say how .. 10
_1_“:94_ Organizations can do NOLHING o o o 0 6 0 6 6 6 05 o 0 o & 14
DON,TWOOO0"0000!&0‘&0000..0.6&".0..2
‘ 100

Scmewhat similar suggestions are made when people state what they
think the average person can do to make the United Nations more
successiul, The lcading ideas are that people should take more
interest, become better informed, commnicate thelr wishes and opin-
ions through their votes or by writing lotters. It is importamt to
note, however, that 16% don't know of anything an average porson can
do and 37% think that thore just isn't anything ordinary people can
dos The following suggestions, then, camo from k7% of the respondents:
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“Do you think thore's anything the average person
can do to help meke the United Nations more
successful? (What?)'

Became better imPrmed, attend meetings, '
take more interest tressastscrerecrnsenreasns 16%

Be better citizens, vote intelligently,
write letters to officlals seessensrecersecs 14

Have a peaceful cutlook; oxpect peace
and not war, add attitudes favorable

tO the U.N. 0.‘.l...-’.‘.‘....l.l_l..‘._.".!"‘. 7

Be more religlous, have higher ideals,
train children to tolerance tsescsercscrenns b

Bo more economical;'comﬁaf high prices,
accept rationing to help needy in other

TALIONE ecsesssanscocecesssenserassstenssnsses 3

Miscellanocus o.oooooooso;ono‘c.vu‘otco‘vo-ot.t _:_ h‘?%
Average personvcandonothinvg. . si. Vet e as e 37

Noopinion,don“hlmow.................-. 16

1007

Defeatism and Apathy

It is apparent that thers 1s an undercurrent of defeatism, of
resignation in the face of problems which seem far too large to be
influenced by crdinary individuels. It has Just been seen in the
37% vho think the ordinary person is holpless to affoct the success
of the United Nations and the 14% who think that organized groups
can't do anything. It may be seen, in ancther way, in tho 72% who
think that wars aro inevitable. It is a well known psychologlcal fact
that people lose intersst rather quickly in problems which defeat
them or seem incapable of solution by them. Dofeatism and apathy
may, therefore, be oxpocted togother:

0f those who think wars will be prevonted someday,
60% express some intorsst in international problems.
Among thosé who aren"ﬁ sure,
54% are interested.
While among those who think there will always be wars,
ho% are imterestod.
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These feelings of fubtility are pretty general among the uninterested:

Among the more interested: Among the uninterested:
61% feel organizations can 51% feel organizations can
help the U.N.
' 55% feel the average person 34% feel the average person
can help ' can help

Plain factual information about the general purposes of the
United Nations 1s not the answer to this problem. Interested people, of
course, tend to have this information and to feel that they can do scme-
thing useful. But where interest is lacking, the informed people as well
as the uninformed are likely to hold these defeatist attitudes. It seems
likely then that people need information which will awaken interest; they
need to know what it is they can do and to be shown how their doing these
things will influence developments which have an important bearing on
thelr own lives. In other words, Informntion needs to be related to
officacy and sallence.

What People Are Doing

The support which the United Nations receives from the public is
largely a passive one. As we have seen, expressed opinions are largely
favorable to its existence and to continued American participation, dut -
pecple are not, by and large, vitally concerned. Their indifference fre-
quently is supported or rastionalized by the feeling that the United Nations
is not their responsibility since the average person can do nothing to
affect 1ts course.

This background of attitudes in itself implies the low level of
participation that 1s actually found. Only 15% of the adults of Cincinnati
say that they "belong to any groups or organizations or attend any meetings
where they talk sbout world affairs like the United Nations." This is, -
incidentally, the same proportion as NORC found for the nation at large in
April, 1947. Organizetional membership is, of course, more widespread than
this, In all, 47% report belonging to some kind of organization in answer
to & later query which mnde no reference to the organizations' activities.
This discrepency may be explained by several factors; (1) some of the or-

zations actually do not have any progrems discuseing world affairs;
%gx)xgome people belong to organizetions having programs of this kind but do
not take part in them; (3) othors may be thinking in terms of the main pure
pose of the organization and do not name organizetions in which discussion
of world events is a minor part of their activities., -

It may be noted here that men's and women's social fraternal and
professional groups are most frequently cited as discussing world events,
School, veterans', political and local study groups are next most fregquently
named, Tesse than half of one per cent (actually only two people in the
sample) report participation in the American Associastion for the United
Nationg or the United Netions Assoclation of Cincinnati, The complete
distribution of organizational meribership in Cincimnati is shown iIn the
table helow in a way which permits seeing how people conceive of their
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organizetions in relation to programs of discussion of world affairs.
For example, while 14% report membership in labor undions, only 1% report
their labor unions as organizations which discuss world affairs.

Proportions belonging to organizations
Pamed org. as Did not name org.
one discussing ag one discussing

Type of Orzanization Total world affailrs world affairs
All bypes Lygwe o 15%%* 32%ns
Ments & Women's group 21 L 17
Labor uvnions ‘ 1k 1 13
Church groups 9 1 8
School groups 6 2 4
 Veterans! groups é 2 Y
Political groups 2 2 *
Local study ‘groups e 2 -
Soclal action groups - 2 1 1
American Ass:i. .for the United
Nations or United Nations -
Assoclabion of Cincinnati * * -
Miscellaneous L 1 3

#Less than 0,5%

*#¥Percentages in each column add to more than the percentages of people
belonging to organizations of any type because many people belong to
more than one type of organization.

Thos2who do not think of themselves as belonging to organizations
vhich carry on discussion programs were asked: "Have you ever been approached
to Join such a group or attend such a mesting?" From this question, there
is a superficial indication that discussion activitles have not been re-
ceiving much publicity. In addition to the 15% who already belong, there
are 7% who say they have been approached to take part but refused. This
leaves 78% who say they do not belong to organizations which discuss world
affairs and have not been approached to Join one.

Public knowledge of these activities 1s low in Cincinnatl. When
agked, "Do you happen o know the names of any groups or organizations
here in Cincimnati that are trying to help the United Nations, "only
10% said "yes," Three per cent named social action groups; 2%, the
American Assoclation for the United Nations or the United Natlons
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Assoclation of Cincimmati; and the remalnder gave answers scattered over
labor unions, school, church, fratermal, professional and veterans'
groups. 4b a later point in the questionnsire, everyone was asked if

- he had ever heard of a private organization called the American Associla-
-4 tion for the United Nations., Here, 16 per cent said "Yes," they had

' heard of it, This is, of course, a far higher proportion than the 2%

who thought of it without suggestion, and probably includes some people
vho did not know the orgenization but did not wish W appear ignorant.
But even this larger figure indicates that the AAUN has not come to pudbllc
attention,

There 1s, among the few people who know of Cincinnati organize~
tions working for the United Netlons, a good deal of respect for the
people who belong to them, Half the group praise them for thelr dise
interested motives; no one charges them with being radicals or cracke
pots, There is some resentment of them, howsver, as socilally or other-
wise superior.

(Asked only of people who know the names of any
groups or organizations in Cincinnatl that are

trying %o help the United Nations.)
"What do you think ebout the kind of people who

belong?”

Strong approval: They're very unselfish,
working for the public good, €tCe ..cceees 5%

Indifferent approval: They're all right,

- . Is‘zess .Il.v'...Q‘..:O......-'.I‘.....“.‘l.‘ 1'

. Ambivalent: They are psople superior to
“ ' respondent in education or energy;
they're oo smart fOr M8 ....vsseeeceoseee 1

Disapproval: They're snobs, high-hats,etc. .. 1

Disapproval: non-specific: They are Just

nQSOOd R Iy Y R Y N 1

NQ oEinion IFENEREX XN E N NE NN NI RE N NN XN E N NN 1
10%

But even though few pecple have heard of organizatlons inter-
osted in advancing United Nations' goals, and these few are not particu-
larly prejudiced agninst them, it should not be concluded that the wide-
spread non-participation is to be attributed solely or even primarily
to the fact that people haven't heard about these organizations nor
been Iinvited to Join. People who are not particlpating were asked 1if
there was any particular resson why they did not and their answers
indicate pretty clearly that lack of informetion 1s not the masin
difficulty. As shown oelow, only 4% imply that the reason why they
' are not participating is that they haven't been approached and don't
-y ¥now of any groups to Join. The largest group offers no real explana-
. . tion: b42% answers by saying they don't know why they don't participate,
! they haven't any particular reasons for not doing so, but somehow they Just
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dontt, Iack of time, other things taking precedence is the reason offered
by another 23%, while 6% say frankly that they just aren't interested.
Even though lack of time or the press of other activities mey sometimes

be a valid reason, 1t 1s frequently Just anocther way of saying that
something is not sufficiently interesting to merit meking time for it.

The "too-busy's," "not interested’s" and "don't know's" comprise T1%

of the adults of Cincinnati, indicating again a vast amount of indif-
ference lylng behind non-participation:

"Do you happen to belong to any groups or organizations
or attend any meetings where they talk about world affairs
like the United Nations? (If 'No!) Is there any particu-
lar reason why you don't?" ,
Belong R Y N ATy 15%
Haven'tt been asked to Join, not familiar
with any groups 0 JOID  ..vevvressocscncone b

Times Haven't got the time; too busy,
cther activities interfere ..viveeoccssoncs 23

Just not Interested .e.iveeccscncesccesrece 6

Personal reasonsi age, health, newness
in comuni‘by, a‘tc' (B AR N NEANER RN RN BN N ENKENNNI 6

Diglike belonging to any organization ...... 3

Wouldn't do any good, unnecessary,
none Of my buﬂimss sseviesssesvrssanssavene 1

OPPOSSG. tOUnited N&tions 6088000000008k *

Don't know why; no particular reason ...... 42

T0G%

*Lose than 0.5%

A "United Nations Week?"

The 1dea of observing a nationsl United Natlons Week was not
familiar to most respondents at the time of the survey. People were asgkeds

"By the way, you know beginning September lith they're
observing United Nations week all over the country.
Have you heard anything about 1t1™

Nineteen per cent said they had heard about i1t. Most of the interviewing
on this survey was, however, completed before September l4th. Among the
few respondents Iinterviewed after the beginning of the United Netions _
Week, 37% hed heard about it, as compared with 17% of those interviewed
eaxrlier, From this, 1t may be concluded that the publicity attendant on
United Nations Week wes having some effect, though' 1t still was leaving
most of the public unawere, '
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People were asked what they thought of the idea, regardless
of whethey they had heard anything about it or not., There was very
1ittle actusl opposition to the ldea. Rather, as 1s so often the case
with opinions in this area people gave verbal spprovel, though indifference
was & strong undercurrent:

47% actively supported UN week as being a good
way of educating people or creating interest
26% gave an apathetic kind of approval or none

opposition. They thought 1t was 'all rigat,"
Mwouldn't 4o any harm,""might as well have it." :

19% were indifferent, didn't care

4% said "it depends" on how it's done or whether
people are interested, ete.

4% were critical, thought 1t would do nc good

Opinions about United Nations Week simply reinforce the polnts
already made earlier. It received far more active support from those
who had heard about it, T0% of them expressing active approval as com -
pared with 42% of those who had not heard aboub it., But again, this
is not an effect attributable directly to informetion, Intereated,
informed people were more likely to have heard about 1t, more likely to
participate in organizations where they would hear aimt 1t, more likely
to have attitudes which would predispose them favorably to the ldea.

IN SUMMARY: In spite of some dissatisfaction with the way the United
Nations has so far been proceeding, the public expscts the
United Natlions to succeed and wants the United States to cone
tinue its participation. Dissatisfaction and pessimism are
more often expressed by those who are wuninformed about the
United Nations. Mony people feel that there is nothing they
cen do to aid the Unlted Nations, and this sense of individual
futility fits In to the complex of apathy, lack of concorn,
and of information. While more people think that organizations
can help the United Nations, few are acquainted with any of
thenm, .few actually take part in their programs, and few care
to. A campaign to awaken interest in and promote knowledge
about the United Natichs like United Nations Week encounters
little active resistance, but must reckon with the indifference
and passivity which lie behind statements of support.
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APPENDIX
~ OUTLINE OF THE STUDY

The le

This report is based on a sample of the adult population of
the Cincinnati Metropolitan District. In seleocting the sample, a proced-
ure was followed which gave every houschold within the city and its
suburbs an equal chance of being included. Once this random sample of
houscholds was drawn, an attempt was made to interview ons person within
each of them, these persons to be chosen in guch a way as to constitute
a representative sample of the adults of Greater Cincimnati. In a quarter
of the cases, rigid controls were instituted to make certain that every
member of a houschold would have an equal chance of being interviewed;
in the romainder of the sample the individual to be interviewed was not
completely prodetormined. Carcful comparisons indicated that the ThS
interviews obtained tended to give over-ropreosentation to the more easily
accossible households and individuals, but adjustments to correct for this
potential source of bias have beoen made. The adjusted sample, on which
this report is based, constitutes an accurate miniature of the adult
population of the Cincimnati Metropolitan District,

The characteristics of the adjustod sample, shown below, indicats
its representativensss:

Men I RN N N RN RN NN R RN R NS IR A NN he%

womn QQIQ!‘t't"..Cl..."0".".‘0.00..."0'

Wealthy and grospérous cereeraceresccsceses 199
Md.ddlle class P T S E T OSSRV POV EERE YR EY RS 61

POQr 'OCO‘..QQt.ttn...0";000.....0.‘&0.0'! 20

Adults, 21-39 yoars Of 888 s.eesevvecssosees LB
Adulte, 40 and OVEr .eveviverorornsesrnenes 52

Attended college L3N U BE BN B B AN BN BN N AU EE BURY SF NE BE AL BERY 3N B N g 17%
Attended high school 4 0 0 8 8P OSSO SIS ST S !&7
Eighth grodo O0F 1088 «iveveecrescrvvccccccss 36

vbterans IICI'.CCIQO..'0;0'.'."'.'1'0-.'00 13%
an’veterans PR A N N N R R I RN NN RN I I N R A 87

White LA N A R N N RN RN N N A I I I ] 88%
Negro I AN NN EERE RN ENEE RN IR N ] 12

The actual interviewing was done in tho month of September,

1947, ninety per cent of it being comploted in the first two weeks of
“the month. :
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The Questionnaire

The complete schedule of questions asked (exclusive of factual
1tems about the respondent) is shown below:

1. When you think of the problems facing the United States now, which
one comss to your mind first? What other problems do you think of?

2. We'd like to kmow how much interest the public takes in a number of
questions. TFor example, do you yourself take a keen intersst, only
a mild interest, or pra.c'bica.lly none at all in news about (each
item below)?

A. Our trade with other countries
B. Our relations with Russia

C. The cost of living

D. The United Nations

B. Strikes and labor problems

F. The control of the atomic bomb

3. Do you think thers will alwvays be wars between countries, or do you
think someday we'll find a way to prevent wars?

4. Do you expect the United States to fight in another war within the
next ten years?

5'. What do you think could be done to make war less likely?

6. Do you think there should eventually be soms sort of international
control of atomic bombs, or should esach country remain free to make
its own bombs?

7. Would you like to see the United States Join in the movement to
establish an internmational police force to maintain world peace?

8. Do you think it will be best for the future of this country if we
taks an active part in world affairs, or if we stay out of world affairs?

9. Do you think most forslgn countriss can be trusted to meet us half-way
. in working out problems together, or 4o you think most of them cannot
be trusted to meet us half-way?

10. Do you think we can count on Russia to meet us half-way in working oub
problems together?

11. Do you think you would be better off persona lly if the United States
would trade more with other countries?

12. What would you say is the main purpose of the United Nations organiza-
tion?



13.

As far as you kmow, is 1t the Job of the United Nations to (sach
item ‘nelow}

A. Deal with disarmament and control of the atomic bomb?

B. Improve health conditions in different parts of the world?
C. Work out peace treaties with Germany and Japan?

D. Increage trade between countries?

B. See that all people everywhere get squal righta?

F. Set up a new world language to be used in all countries?

14. What would be your best guess on the amount of money the United

15.

16.

17o

180

19.

20.

21.

Nations organization spends each year - about 2 million dollars,
about 25 million, about a hundred million or about eight hundred
million?

Have you heard or read anything about the vetoc power in the United
Nations?

m Hm"

A. How do you think it's supposed to work?

B. Can it be used only in the Security Council or also in the
Goneral Assembly of the United Natlons?

€. Do you think the veto power is a good rule, or not?

D. Is it your impression that the United States originally wanted
this rule, or d1d we Just agree because other countries wanted
it? )

What would you say are some of the good things the United Nations
organization has done so far?

What would you say are some of the bad things about the United
Nations so far? ,

In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the progress
that the United Nations organization has made so far?

Is there anything abuut the United Nations organization that you
would like to know more about? What?

: \
Do you think the United Nations orgenization will succeed in spite
of the disagreements that have come up emong England, Russia and the
United States, or do you think these disagreements are so gerious
that the United Nations organization will fail?

Some people gay there are so many disegreements in the United
Nations, that we would be better off to get together with other
countries and work on internmational problems outside the U.N.

Other people say that working through the U.N. is the best way to
preserve peace?

How do you feel about this? (Should we work separately with any
countries that want to Join us, or should we work mainly through

_the United Nations?)
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22.

23.

2k,

25.

26.

27.

28.

Do you think there is anything the United States can do to make the
Unlted Nations more successful, or are we doing all we can?

IF "CAN DO MORE": In what wey?

Do you think there's anything the average person can do to help make
the United Natlons more sucoessful? What?

Do you happen to belong to any groups or organizations, or attend
any meetings, where they talk about world affairs like the United
Rations¢t

IFr “YES": IF "NO™:
A, Which groups? -R. Is there any particular reason why you dont?

B. Have you ever been approached to Join such
a group or attend such a meeting?

Do you happen to know the names of any groups or organizations here
in Cincinnati that are trying to help the United Nations?

e "YES":
A. which ones?
B. What do you think about the kind of people who belong?

In your opinlon, can these groups and organizations do anything to
help the United Nations in a prao'bica.l way?

IF "YES": What can they do?

Have you ever heard of a private organtzation called the American
Assoclation for the United Nations?

By the way, you know beginning September 14th, they're observing
United Nations Week all over the country.

A. Have you heard anything about 1t?
B. What do you think of the idea?



