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UMMA

Although Congressional debates havs shown that 

-- 

on the legislative level 

price control constitutes a far more controversial issue than does rent con-
trol , the public NORC surveys show,' is just as much in favor of continued
price control as of extended rent control. Specifically:

85%

82%

favor continued REN CONTROL.

favor continued PRICE CONTROL.

sharper distinction appears , however , on ths question of how much longer
controls will be necessary:

5'2% think RENSahould be controlled beyond June 30, 1947.

(26% think one year s extension 

-- 

throu June '47 -
will be enough.

. .

44% think PRICES ahouldbe controlled beyond June 30 , 1947.

(31% think one year I s extension -- tbrough June ' 47 --
will be enough.

Corroborating, in general theseNORC findings are the findings of other
polls , also presented in the report. Other polls used include:

THE: AME:R I CAN j NST f TUTE or: ?UBl I C OP I N ION (GALLUP POLL)

FORTUNE SURVEY (ELMO ROPER)

THE IOWA POLL (SPONSORED BY THE DES MO fNES REG I STER AND TR JBUNt:

THE M I NNESOT A PQLL
AND TR I BUNE J

(SPONSORED BY THE MINNEAPOLIS STAR-JOURNAL

WALLACE-HOMESTEAD POLL PONSORED BY WAlLACES' FARMER AND IOWA
HOMESTEAD , DES MOINES)

THE AMERICAN LEADERSHIP PANEL (RADNOR, PENNSYLVANIA)

-- 

Louise Merrick Van Patten
Editor of Publications
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Part I

EXTENSION OF CONTROL?

PREVIEW

Durin the war , an overwhelming majority of the public endorsed the prin-
ciple of PRICE CONTROL as a deterrent to run-away inflation:

1943
December

94% favored PRICE CONTROL answering "Yes It to the NaRC
question: "Do you think the government SHOULD be try-
ing to keep prices from going higher than they are
now?"

1945
f/8.rch

97% favored PRICE CONTROL
NaRC. question.

answering ItYes lt to the same

Before the end of the war in either Europe or Asia, a majority of the
public anticipated the necesei ty for continued PRICE CONTROL through the
reconversion period. ' Specifically:

84% thought control of PRICES during reconversion would benecessary replying "Necessary" to the NORC ques-
tion: 

. "

After the war , do you think it will be neces-
sary or unnecessary f r the government to continue con-
trolling .prices while we are getting back to pe6e time
conditions ?"

IS PRICE CONTROL NECE3SARY DURING 1946

Twice since V-J Day NORC surveys have shown a
lie advocating oontinued PRICE CONTROL:

1945
1I8.rc h

large majority of. the pub-

1945
Octob

85% favored continued PRICE CONTROL by the government.

1946
1'.:rch

82% favor
asked:

continued PRICE CONTROL. At both times NORC

Dur ng the next ycar do you think it will be
necessary or unnecessary for the government to
continue to control prices?"

OCTOBER
TODAY

Continued control NECESSARY
Unnecessary
Undecided

85%

100%

82%

100%

On both surveys definite majorities or all groups within the population
have been in agreement with the general public as to the necessity of
continuing PRICE CONTROL.
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BEYOND JUNE '47?

Because both public and Congressional discussions of the price control
issue have centered , in many instances , on the question of how long an
extension is necessary, on ita most recent survey, NORC aSKed the 82 per

cent in favor of continued price control::

About now long a time do you think price con-
trol laws should be kept on?"

Not beyond June 30 , 1946
July 1 , 1946 

-- 

June 30 , 1947

July 1, 1947 

-- 

June 30 , 1948
Beyond June 30 , 1948
Permanently

TOTAL 

-- 

bi3yond June 30 , 1947

31%

25%

44%

Undecided
82%

Answers in terms of months or eara
periodS now under discuffsion.

have 'be'en classed into the specific

WHT FACTORS INFLUECE OPIN-IONS?

. " 

It is moat significant that , in every population groupstudied

.. '. .

A strong majority consider continued price control necessary.

More people advocate extension beyond Juns '47 than believe a
year' a extenslbn will be sufficient.

It is also significant that the groupe which suffer most from inflation 

younger ad.ults" vatera ) women, city people are most eager not only
for an extension of price control 'but for 1 ts extension be;rond June ' 47

The moet tntoosting comparisons are shown on the next page:

* LESS THAN 0. 5 PER CENT
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GROUP OPINIONS ON

...

EXTENION OF

ALL THOSE I NTERV I EWED

DEMOCRAT I C VOTERS, 1944

REPUBL I CAN VOTERS, 1944

VETERANS, WORLD WAR I r

ADULTS 21-39

ADUL TS 40 AND OVER

WOMEN

MEN

RES j DENTS OF METROPOL I TAN

... 

I MI LLION OR MORE
POPULA T I ON

... 

50, 000 

-- 

I MILLION

SMALLER CI TIES AND TOWNS

FARMERS AND FARM RES I DENTS

NEW ENGLAND AND M I DOLE
ATLANT I C STATES

SOUTH

ROCKY MOUNTA I NAND PACI F I C
ST ATES

M I DWES1'

PRICE CONTROL?

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

88%

::m;::::W)ifriWH::"i47. ;:!\WimW1W;t;1:-Mf

c= 72%

IJtE&2ft

~~~

%;m !ii!ii!ltt!

-1 NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

88%

NECESSARY

NECESSARY JUNE '47

== 

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

NECESSARY

NECESSARY JUNE '47

M;:mil
;!i

ii:m t\:;1 ii4: i;:iff::I:;

:::

;Gg

iiil!iJi:::i!iW\m \4i tj:n ii;:!tt:t::m:

NECESSARY

NECESSARY JUNE '47

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

DIS TRICTS

L- 
85%

JfKi\r

~~~

rJi

~~~

il!

~~~

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '

7% 

;iM:W :):;:mi: ;il;:: :::1

~~~::*;::;;:

fi;

81% 

);(Wf \\;)tf' l)J) )t:':: Ht;li:

84%

1tt

~~~~ ~~~~~~~

ttt

i%\

\;%

f;;ff:t;

_:l)l;;\:f:li%ti:

80%

i2jillig;Ii%J%:Mif1i iim)Q\;r,
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NECESSARY
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NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE 147

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE t

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

NECESSARY

NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

NECESSARY

NECESSARY JUNE '47



BEIWEEN THE QUOTES

Most of the comments added by the 82 per cent who believe con-
tinued price control necessary emphasize its value in combatting
inflation. A retired farmer living near San Diego , for instance

says: "Without control we will surely have inflation. Similarly, the wife
of a business executive in Manning, South Carolina , adds: "It will definitely
be necessary if we are not to have inflation. " Another common reaction 
typified by the oomment of a Bl.acksburg, Virginia secretary: "Continued
price control is our only chance to avoid a terrible depression.

Necessary

Others inject a more personal feeling
terms as these:

into the issue by commenting ir: such

People s wages can t keel' up with the high cost of living
even now. fI (Wife of machinist , Garrett Rill , Pennsylvania)

d be in a sad fix ' without. price
shipfitter , Tacoma, Washington)

control: (Wife of

We would have a hard time setting the table if it weren
for the OPA. I hope they ' keep it up!" (Jani tor s wife
Chicago) 
Wi thout such control no one of us would be able to pay our
bills. II (Ranch owner, near Carpinteria, California)

A Cleveland physician admit,s: "I believe in free competition, but our experi-
ence after World War I shows that we need control. 

In replying to the question on how long price control should be
continued some respondents volunteer comments which reveal some
interesting differences of opinion as to how long inflationary

pressures will be a problem: "Until we have some kind of peace, and produc-
tion gets back to normal -- one to one and a half years. fI "Until we have re-
converted -- say 18 months.

" "

If production goes along and we take up that
baok log, two years will be all that t s ne essary.

" "

Until the bottie neck is
broken 

-- 

t'Wo to threa years.
!1 "Until the depression comes -- five years.

Five years and if the situation on strikes doesn ! t straighten out , we ! 11
have to keep it on still longer. 

t! nAs long as other na.tions have no purchas-
ing powsr -- five years. " A Dubuque , Iowa, butcher is one of a number to say:
n I 

don f t think -1 t would hurt to have price control all the time.

How Long?

Among the 13 per cent minority who consider continued price con-
Unnecess8.r trol unnecessary, a number make comments like that of an Elmwood,

Connecticut , housewife: t!Production and demand can settle it-
self , II or that 

of another housewife in Soranton , Pennsylvania: t!We should get
back into the old set-up and let things work themselves out. fI The wife of a
United States Army sergeant in New York City adds: "They say we can get
more goods by letting prices go up:" And a Chicago musician states: 

. "

never friendly toward a government that controls prices It was all right
during the war, but now , even at the risk of inflation, I I d like to see price
controls lifted.. II 
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PRICE CONTROL: OTHER POLLS

An American Institute of Public Opinion question, also asked in the spring
of 194 , put the issue in terms of whether the OPA law ending in June
should be continued rather than on the basis of whether or not price con-
trol extension was necessary In spite of the difference in wording, a
strong majority still recommended continuation:

The present pr ce ceiling law ends in June. you think the ,price ce il ing law should be con"t tnued 0 r sha uld it end in JunepN

73%

100
In January 1 the Iowa Poll reported that the extension of price e,
rent controls beyond June 30 was named the m.ost important issue among ninewhich President Trumn had placed before Congres . A mol'S receIlt Iowa re-
lease -- dated YArch '46 

-- 

shows that:

Should be continued
Should end in June
Undecided

81% of a state-wide cross-section think Congress should extend and
continue for another year the law providing for price ceilingsand other price controls ' under the OPA.

81% feel , too, it is important that Congress decide quickly whether
or not OPA is going to be extended after June 30. 

In February, 1946 the Minnesota oll reported, a 57 per cent majority ofopinion' in that state in favor of con inuing the OPA at least until Janu-
ary 1 , 1947. Among these considerably more than half 

-- 

37 per cent of
the entire cross-section 

-- 

would like to see OPA continued indefinitely.The question:

OPA will end July , 1946 unless Congress de-
ides othe rwise. Would you lavo r d iscon tinu ing

OPA immediately without waiting until July 1;
iscontinu ing it Jul y 1; extend ing it unt 

January 1 1947; or extending OPA indefinite-
1 ypf1

ALL THOSE
I NTERV! E;WED

RESI OENCE
CITY I. f' ARM

VOTE IN '
f. DEWEY

Discontinue OPA

. .. 

immedia.tely
. .. July 

18% 13% 24% 27%18 18 
36% 31% 46%

18% 20%15 
43% 33% 44%

Continue OPA
. .. until January

, 1947
. .. indefinite11

20 22 13 19 19 37 40 40 
57% 2% 48% 

% -

'5%-2 
100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

In February '46 the Philadelphia. Bulletin Poll fOund 63 per cent
city-wide sample in fa.vor of making OPA ceiling prices more rigid
23 per cent recommended dropping ceiling prices altogether.

50%

100%

Undec ielt' d

of a
Only
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HAS THE OPA DONE A GOOD JOB

Eighty per cent of the public consider the OPA I S performa:nce either "Good"
or "Fair ) aecordins to an AIPO question asked in the early spring of ! 46:

Wha-! kind
done?"

of a J do you -!h ink the OPA has

8()c;
40 J

100%

In evaluating the OPA s performnce, not in general but i the specific
area of price control, a atat ide Minnesota crose-section gave only a 54
per cent majority endorsement. The Minnegota Poll asked:

Excellent job ) very Good

Fair; fairly good
Poor job
Undecided

Are you satisfied oT"no-! 80 well satisfied with
what our government is doing about controlling
prices?"

Well satisfied
Moderately satisfied
Not satisfied
Undecided

32%1 '541122I 

The same question aeries asked for opinions on governme handling of
seven other national problems. The degree of dissatisfaction expressed
about price control was greater than for any ith the exception of
the government I s handling of labor problems (60%).

CHE3TER BOWLES

Among people who could identify Chester Bowles as the head of the OPA
three out of four liked the way he handled his Job " according to an AIPO
question put to the public just before N'l1. Bowles left the OPA to become
director of the Offioe of Economic Stabilization. 

An NORC queetion* asked last November showed:

Bowles was better known to the public than three other government
leaders named.

42% oould identify Bowles correctly as head of the OPA.
Byrnes was Mrrectly identified by 35%, Paul McNutt 30%,

(James
J. A.

About 2 out of 3 people who could identify him had a
impression" of Bowles.

favorable

NORC ASKED: "CAN YOU TELL ME WHICH ONE OF'THE ORGANIZATIONS ON THIS CARD (WAR /JI,

POWER COMMISSION 

-- 

WMC WAR PROOUCTION BOARD 

-- 

WPB, OFfiCE OF' PRICE AD \INI TRP.ION--
OPA WAR LABOR BOARD -- WLS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIORI IS HEAD-
ED aY (JAMES 6YRNE (CHESTER BOWLES) (PAUL v. MCNUTT) A. "RUG), OR DON' r YOU
REMEM6 R RIGHT NOW? 

. '

I S YOUR I MPRESS ION OF (JAMES BYRNES) \ CHESTER BOWLES) (P UL V.
MCNUTT) (J. A. KRVG) FAVORABLE, UNFAVORABLE, OR HAVEN'T YOU HEARD ENOUGH TO SAY?

- 8 -



Persons in the upper economicbrackete were somewhat more, likely
to have an unfavorable impression of Bowles than were the middle
class or poor. ,'lhe comparison:

CH:ETEB BOWt:E: POPUL INORVATION AND . ATTITUD:E

ALL THOSE I NTERV! EWEO 42%

UNfAVOR
ABL UNPEC IDEO

:"'

::Y:

TOT All DENTI F'Y f NG
eOWLES CORRECTLY FAVORABLE

WEAL THY AND PROSPEROUS 67%

POOR 25%

/ '/ :-;.'":.:.:.

f?;f7ft 

M I DOLE CLASS 46%

LEADERS I OPINIONS

The American Leadership Panel, hich polla by mall ballot selected groups
of leaders in six important areas 

-- 

three economic and three speoial in-terest finds a slight majority of management, '-- but strong or even
overwhelming majorities of other groups in favor of a general prioe
oontrol progrm. In November, 1945, TALP asked panel members to comment
on major points of policy outlined by Pres1dentTrumn in the course of
two speeches made during the last we k in October. The point in question,

Mr. Trun ' s statement:'
We must above all hold the ine on prices.

APPROVE HOLDING THE LINE ON' PRIem

LEAOERS PANELS

MANAGEMENT

W$M& P//;////;:$
Z&/#&

%W/#ij;/

;/;:

10$m/

NEGRO

VETERANS

LABOR

AGR! CUL TURE

PRESS AND RAD I 0 .

Industrial leaders o posed to price control most frequently offered as
expla.nation their belief that price increases are necessary' for many
businesses , or their resentment of governent power.

. 9 -



Another TALP question, reported in March 146 indioates widespread confi-
dence in the ability of the United States to avoid inflation. Price con

is the immediate anti-inflationary measure most often advocated. TALPasked: 
Fear of inflatitJn, in Amerioa continues.
1 ieve widesprea,d infl ation can be avo ided?
be avo ided, what immed iate steps should be

Do you be-
If it can

taken.?

Answering "Yes" to the first part of the question are:

Negro leaders
Labor
Veterans

95% Agriculture
Press and radio
YJ8nagement

86%

To avoid inflation, leaders most often recommended:

price control
.. . modification, but not abolition of OPA rulings , and 
. .. full pro uction. 

Retention of OPA controls according to TALP

, "

is strongly endorsed by
labor an Negro lsaders; 85 per cent of labor and 74 per cent of Negro
(leadersJ advocate unmodified OPA ontrol. Only 12 per cent of management
point to OPA f a price controls as a protection against inflation.

BUSINIiSME LOOK AT THE OPA

A 68 per cent majority of wealthy and prosperous businessmen, according to
the latest NORC survey, think ' it necessary to extend price control Mem-

bers of every other occupational group, however are more interested in

continu.tion. In favor of extending price control are:

Professional people
Y..nu.l and factory

'Workers
Domestic and personal

service workers

90% Whi te collar workers 83%
Middle class businessmen Farmers 
WEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS

BUSIN:ESME 68%

A 54 per cent majority of manufacturing executives polled by the magazine
Modern Industry favor extension of OPA beyond ,Tune 30 , 1946, as reported
in the Washington , D. C. , Post of March 30 1946. Executives numbering
215 replied to the poll, according to publisher Eldridge Haynes.

Approaching the issue in a different way, the March 146 Mill and Factory
Survey of the Month" Ifwas made among all types and sizes of industrial
companies to learn what are considered the most important factors that are
now holding back full production. 

II Price control ranks second among the
five limiting factors listed:

- 10 -



PRODUCTION IS BEING HELD BACK BY:

Insufficient supply of raw materials parts , ete.
Current price ceilings on the produc ! s product
Inadequate labor supply
Inability to obtain production equipment
Strikes in the producer ' 8 plant

70%

Among Mill and FactorY respondents ' who say their output is hampered 
current price ceilings , 62 per cent "claim they could raise their output
anywhere from 10 per cent to 50 per cent if ceilings were removed or
raised adequately the others say they could raise it even more than 50
per cent.

FARME LOOK AT TEE OPA

The most recent NORC survey. showsd74 per cent of farmers 

-- 

nation-wide

-- 

answering "Necessary" to the question: t'Duringthe next year, do' you
think it will be necessary or unnecessary for the government to continue
to control prices'(H

The Iowa Poll (sponsored by the Des Moines Re ister and Tribune) found 77
per cent of farmers replying "Yes" to the question: "The law which pro-
vides for price ceilings and other price oontrols automatically expires
next June 30. Do you feel Congress should pass a law which would extend
and continue these OPA centrals for another year?"

In April '46 , Wallaces ' Farmer of Dee Moines released poll results indi-
cating that 78 psr cent of Iuwa farmers want OPA re-enacted , with 
wi thout some slight changes. The question:

The price control law autho rizing OPA, comes to an
end June 30. Should it be re-enacted? Check' the
one 6f the following statements which comes closest
to representing you views:
OPA, thru price ceilings and rationing,
has kept down prices of many goods that
farmers buy, has helped prevent infla-tion: It should be re-enacted.

28%

OPA has bungled 80me of its price ' and
rationing programs but probably has
helped to keep prices of th ings we buy
lower than they would otherwise havebeen. With some changes the law
should be re-enacted.
OPA a fa.ilure, and we fd be betteroff 'without 

!;. 

Let it die June 30.

Undecided
100'%
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In mid Apri1 '46, The Iowa Poll reported a representati va cross-section
of state farmers c1early asalnst removal of price ceilings on three
major groups of farm products. The qu.estions:

Would you be in favor of all dairy price ceil-
ings be ing taken off Jul 1?"

Would you 1 ike to see p rice controls taken off
livestock at this time?"

Would you 1 ilre to see price ce i1 ings taken off
grain at this time?"

DA! Y PRODUCTS LIVESTOCK

KMp price controls 58%* 63% 74%
Take off ceilings
Undecided

100% 100'% 100'%

. . ,J QURES G' VEN ARE REPL I ES FROM F ARMER$ WHO SELL MILK OR CREAM. ,ARMERS WHO 00
NOT SELL MILK OR CREAM Gt VE ALMOST I DENT I CAl REPL I ES: KEEP CE I LINGS -- 59%; TAKE
OF, -- 30%; UNDEC! OED -- 11%

- 12 -



Part II

EXTENSION OF R E N T CONTROL?

IS REN CONTROL NECESSARY DURING 1946

A less controversial issue than price control rent control extension is
also approved by strong majorities in very population group. And ,
actual majority of the population favor extension beyond the proposed June
1947, date. NORC asked: 

During the next year, do you think it will
necessary or unnecessary lor the government
oontinue to control rents?"

Continued control NEC:ESARY
Unnecessary
Undec ided

85%

100%

BEYOND JUNE '47

The 85 per cent who consider continued rent oontrol necessary wer sked:

About how long a time do you think rent oontrol
laws should be kept on?"

Not beyond June 30, 1946
July 1 , 1946 

-- 

June 30 , 1947

July 1, 1947 -- June 30 , 1948
Beyond June 30 , 1948
Parmanently

TOTAL 

-- 

beyond June 30 , 1947

26%

27%

52%

85%
Undecided

Answers in terms of months or years have been classed into
periods most ' frequently mentioned in Congressional discussion.

the specifiG

A COMPARISON

The comparison in attitudes regarding price control and rent control as re-
ported by NORC Is of definite interest. Briefly:

PR f CE CONTROL RENT CONTROL

Unnecessary
Necessary

. .. not beyond June 30 , 1946

... July 1 , 1946 

-- 

June 30 , 1947

. .. 

beyond June 30 , 1947
Undecided how lons
Undecided as to necessity

13%

100%

10%

85%52 
100%

LESS THAN 0. 5 PER CENT
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WHAT FACTORS INFLUECE OPINION?

People renting houses or apartments and veterans of World War II are most
eager both for extension of rent control in general and extension for more
than a year in particular. These and other interesting comparisons are
shown below:

ALL THOSE I NTERvr (WED

RENTS APARTMENT OR HOUSE

OWNS HOME

VETERANS Of WORLD WAR II

ADULTS 21 -

ADUl TS 40 AND OVER

RES 1 DENTS OF METROPOL I TAN

. .. 

MI LUON OR MORE
POPULA T I ON

...

000 -- 1 MILLION

SMALLER C I TIES AND TOWNS

EXTENSION OF R EN CONTROL?

85%

;g;;ttm MtW i,i; ;tW;im:;%it: i1i;t :t: !.t\M

\i!;:i

~~~

il%;i. M21

91%

*(t ttiIQ: ft.

~~~ ~~~~~~ ~~~

FARMERS AND F Am. RES I DENT

;);;'

;ir;;%
:w! ;ff, r .

PACIFIC AND MOUNTAIN

NEW ENGLAND AND MIDDLE
ATLANT I C

SOUTH

MIDWEST

DEMOCRAT I C VOTERS, 1944

REPU6L f CAN VOTERS 1944

r- 88%

W(I;:&MW$f%(i:\\;iH

%:;

tIf

'm(:i'

;;'

JiMdi ;;f iM; :J: ::X?i

?!;!i;:i:V :;:;!i:r

:&;;

i\i

M:m tt:t)ift MIR

1tV

8r%

~~~~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~~~~
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NECESSARY BEYOND JUNE '47

NECESSARY
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NECESSARY JUNE '47



BEIEE THE QUOT11

Some of the ttjority,who believe it will be necessary for the
government to continue to control rents make comments emphasizing
their belief. A Tacoma, Washington welfare worker for in-

stance , remarks: "The housing situation 1.s far more pertinent than' any other
domestic problem right now. There should be more hous6sand more efficient
rent control." The wife of a lumberjack , in Redmond , Oregon , believes: "Bents
should be controlled everywhere. II The wife of a garage man in Kokomo, Indiana
exclaims: III don t want to even think of them taking rent control off: II And
a clerk' s wife in Sheffield , Ohio , adds: "If they don keep on controlling
rents , we 'll be in as bad a depression as 1929 - 38.

Necessary

How Long
Differences in opinion as to the duration of the housing shortage
are highlighted in replies to the question . on how long rent con-
trol should be continued. For example:

Until building is started 

-- 

about six months. 
tractor , Philadelphia)

(Building con-

Until there are plenty of houses
driver , Tulsa)

Until the supply is more than the demand
(Owner of general store, western Pennsylvania)

-- 

about one year. (Truck

say two years.

TIll things get better
wa ukee )

a couple of years. (Moulder, Mil-

'1111 the housing situation gets better -- three or four years
posSibly more. " (Carpenter s wife , Amherst , Ohio)

Until there s a norml supply of houses 

---

(Salesman s wife , Oklahoma)

Until adequate housing can be provided
(Wife of steel inspector, near Pittsburgh)

maybe five years.

up to ten years. "

A number of respondents answer "Forever or "Alwaya

" . 

A Virginia housewife
comments: " Indefinitely 

-- 

to protect the masses of the people.

Others introduce the veteran angle: "Until all the veterans get home one
year. 11 II

Untll all the boys get back home and get settied - about five years.

Moat comments made by the minor! tywho believe extended rent con
Unnecessary trol unecessary are criticisms of the OPA. A Virginia farm la-

borer says: ' II It basn ' t worked yet. Why try to run it longer
when nobody wants it?" A farmer s wife near Van Buren, Arkansa.s , thinks: "OPA
has no bueiness butting into us. " And the wife of a retired farmer near Clar-
ion, Iowa , repeats: " Some areas and some products are under control and
others a.ren OPA doesn t work fair. " Another line of thought is indicated
by remarks such as these:' "People should keep prices and rents down them-
selves, and let the governent do , other things. II' " Let the people do their own
thinking and planing. I believe we would be better off.
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An occasional comment suggests some adjustments in rent control
for the benefit of landlords. A Coatesville, Penm ylvania.
school teacher for one , says: "The government should control

rents , but adjustments should be made to cover repairs. A contractor s wife
in Norwich, New Jersey, adds: "Administer rent control more consistently to
do Justice to both tenants and landlords.

Landlords '/

Some of those against continued rent control also comment regarding the needs
of landlords. In Wichita neas , a oman who derives her income from renting
houses feels: "Price and rent controls haven I t been fair. Others suggest:
Wi th coal and everything ' going up, landlords have to get more money. If 
you keep ceilings on rents , no one will build as an investment. 

REN CONTROL: OTHER , POLLS

In April '46 Fortuna Survey reports more than 8 out of 10 in favor of re-
taining the present rent ceilings. Age end veteran status again appear to
influence opinions. The question:

Do you think ce il ings on rent should be done away
with now, or kept on for whil ?ff

Answering "Keep on If are:

All those interviewed 81%

nt$ apartment
Rents room
Remts );ouse
Owns house

Respondent a veteran 89%
Veteran in household 
No veteran in household 
Adults 21 to 34 35 to 49 . and over 

The American Leadership Panel reports definite majorities of its six lead-
ership groupe favoring retention ' of rent control " in order to ease the
critical housing shortage. It Holding this view are:

Negro panel leaders
Labor
Press and radio

9510 Agricul t UXe

Veterans
V.anagement

79%

According to a rec nt state-wide surey by the Min eecta Poll:

74% of the general public 81% of th poor, butcnly 57%
of the wealthy and prosperous o e "raising present
rents. "

83% reply " " to the question: "Do you think it i the
duty of an owne;r, of. property to rent any vacant dwell-
ing units at the present time even though he feels the
rent he is . allowed to charge is not high enough?"

However J. Fortune found only 34 per cent of the public wi1:)ing to have the

sovernment require people ' who have more rooms than they really need to
rent them to people who cannot find homes. " A maJority of 59 per cent S1ay
the government should not take such a step, and 7 per cent are undecided.

- 16 -



How Is a Public Opinion Survey Made 
The subjects for the Center s surveys are determined in consultation with its Board of Trustees and
other experts. Members of the Center s staff collaborate in drawing up a questionnaire. The indi
vidual questions are carefully "pre-tested " that is, tried out on various types of respondents in order
to eliminate, insofar as possibe, the chance of more than one interpretation and to produce word-
ings universally understandable and capable of measuring all shades of opinion relative to a specific
attiudinal area. "Specifications " or sets of directions for interviewers, are also compiled to insure
uniform interviewing procedure. Each member of the Center s personally-trained interviewing staff
is sent a set of questionnaires and assigned a quota of interviews he is to secure together with their
distribution by sex , age, economic level , etc.

When the completed questionnaires are returned to the
Center the answers are classified and given code numbers
for transfer to a punched card. A separate card is punched
for each questionnaire, with a punch for the answer to
each question. The punched cards are then run through
a special tabulating machine which can be set to count
the answers, to separate the cards into categories, and in
other ways. materially to assist the statisticians.

The final percentaged results-the responses to the vari-
ous questions-re reported not only for the total cross-
section interiewed, but also for comparisons between
various population sub-groups, such as men and women
young people and older people, groups of people with
varying educational and economic backgrounds, farm and

city dwellers, and residents of various sections of the
country. The differences of opinion shown in these break-
downs are often of even greater significance than the
opinions of the entire cross-section.

The results of the Center s surveys are published in news
releases and reports which are utilized by educators, sci-
entists, government officials, publishers and broadcasters,
businessmen , and others especially interested in keeping
up-to-date on public opinion trends.

Comparisons of NORC's results with those of other opin-
ion-finding organizations are frequently published in
OPINION NEWS-the Center s fortnightly digest of out-standing polls and surveys. 

Factual Information
The CrossSection The population samples upon which
NORC surveys are made are representative, within a
small degree of error, of the national population 21 years
of age and over. That is, the samples used are stratified
according to certain sociological characteristics of the adult,
population of the United States.
Geographical Distribution Within each of the nine Census
Divisions of the country, interviews are properly appor-
tioned among the adult civilan population in the metro-
politan districts, towns, and rural areas of that division.
For the urban population the interiews are apportioned
to metropolitan districts, and towns in. various size groups
while in the rural areas the interviews are properly
apportioned among farmers and non-farmers.
Size of CrossSection As a result of statistical research
it is now known that a poll wil not be accurate, no
matter how large a sample is taken (short of a total
census of the entire population), if the cross-section is
not an accurate miniature of the whole population.

According to a statistical table copyrighted by the Presi-
dent and Fellows of Harvard College, the number of inter-
ews in a national survey necessary to be within 3 per

cent correct on questions that divide evenly is 2 500.
This number is suffcient 997 times in 1 000. The Har-
vard table adds that HALF this sample, or 1 250 inter-
views, would be wi',hin 3 per cent correct 962 times in

000. NORC surveys used in this report are based on
over 2 500 interviews, *
Age and Sex Before the war, the adult population for
the entire country could be said to be split approximately
equally between persons 40 years of age and over and
those between 21 and 39 years. Since Pearl Harbor the
ever-growing military personnel have been instructed not
to voice opinions, so they have been excluded from the

sample. This affects the a!Je and sex distributions rather
radically. After making adjustments for this factor, the
resulting sex split is 46' per cent men and 54 per cent
women , On the age distribution, 53 per cent are 40 and
over, with the remainder between 21 and 39.

Race Within ,each Census Division are obtained a num-
ber of Negro respondents proportional to the Negro pop-
ulation in that area. These interviews are properly
apportioned among the urban, rural non-farm, and farm
residents.

Economic Status Within each sex group the interviews
among the white population are assigned on the basis of
four standard-af-living categories. For purposes of tabula- .
tion the two upper groups are combined in this report.
The economic characteristics of persons in each one of
these three groups can be defined roughly as follows:

Upper (16 per cent of the sample)- Those persons
who have all the necessities of life and some of 
luxuries characteristic to their community. Two per
cent of the sample is made up of what is understoo
as the prosperous and wealthy group. The remaining
14 per cent is made up of persons who can afford
some luxuries, but must choose rather carefully
which ones to buy.

Middle (52 per cent of the sample)-This group is
called the great middle class of America. They have
incomes large enough to maintain an adequate
standard of living but can seldo afford luxuries.
Lower (32 per cent of the sample)- This group has
difficulty in maintaining an adequate standard of
living. Included are the lowest income non-relief
families and also those receiving government aid.

* With the exception of a few questions based on half this number. It is
understood that Gallup and Fortune sueys are based on cross-sections
slightly larger than NORC's, while the Iowa Poll, the Minnesota Poll,
and the ace ' s Far r poll samples are somewhat smaller.



PUBLICATIONS

Publications of the National Opinion Researoh Center include:

REPORTS

June , 1941....,....

.........,........., $ .

22.

The Reconversion Period from War to Peace.

.10

. 10

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP: $25. $5. , $2.50; SPECIAL LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP; 3 Years-
$5.00. A membership includes all regular reports and maps published by the
Center.

DISTORTED MAPS

A. . (REV! SEO ) POPULA T I ON 2 I YEARS OF AGE AND OVER 

-- 

1940. 8 X I I INCHES"

..........

B. (REVISED) TOTAL UNiTED STATES POPULATION 

-- 

1940. at x II INCHES,......................

O. D I STR 18UT ION OF POPULA HON. 21 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER. STATES AND
METROPOLI TAN Ol STR leTS I N TWO COLORS. II X ! 5 INCHES .

.... ..,..... ..,..........,...... ,...

E. D I STR 18UT ION OF' WORLD POPUlA T I ON I 1 X 15 INCHES ....' ......... ......., 

.................. ,.... . "..

22 x 34 I NeHES. BOND PAPER

.., ,.'"'' ....' "''''''''''''

G. SERIES. -- BASE MAP 

-- 

OUTLINE MAP OF' THE UNITED STATES SHOWING STATES AS--HEY WOULD APPEAR I F THE I R AREA WERE PROPORT IONAL TO THE POPULAR VOTE
FOR PRES I DENT I N I 944.

VELT AND DEWEY STATES
1944 ELECT ION.

VOTERS ANDTREATY-MAKfNG POWER

HOW THE 531 ELECTORAl VOTES REPRE- G- DEMOCRAT I C AND REPU8L I CAN

SENTED AMER I CAN VOTERS IN 1944 GOV RNORS 

-- 

1945

G-4 PERCENTAGE Of CITIZENS VOTING IN STATE-BY-STATE MAJORITIES
1944 PRESIDENTIAl ELECTION 1944 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

G-5 UNITED STATES SENATE: PARTY
MEMBERS I P ! N THE 79TH ,CONGRESS
BY STATES

Do Negroes Have Equa1 Economic Opportunities1 April , 1944*

,......... ...

Compulsory Military Training in Peacetime December, 1944*

... ...,.

23.

24.

25.

Germany and the Post-War World. January, 1945 ...........

... ................ ....................

Public Opinion on World Organization up- to the
San Francisco Conference . April 1945*.............,........

..,......, .......,.,. ...".".. ""'"

26. Public Opinion on Control of Prices ... Wages ... Salaries

. .. 

during War and Reconversion . June , 1945*

" .........,. , ....,

For the Record ... Public Opinion Misses on Russia but
Scores on World OrAAI'ization . September , 1945..,...............

,..."

27.

28.

29.

30.

3l.
32.

What . .. Where

... 

v,,Ihy... Do People Read January, 1946. 

........ ... ...,.....

February, 1946*...........

......

Can the D. O. Prevent Wars,

...."... ..-.", .

Should Price and Rent Control Be Continued? April , 1946*

,.......,

Food for Euope (In 1,re:pe.rationL....,............."

..,.. ,...........,....,. .... ....."

Ja,pan and the Poet-War World (In preparation)...... "
M'IMEOGRAP' i-EO"""

u. S. HOUSE Of REPRESENT A T I VES

PARTY MEMBERSH I P j N THE 79TH
CONGRESS BY S7 A TES.

HOW EACH STATE VOTED IN 4
ROOSEVEL T ELECT IONS

ALL MAPS 8 - X I 1 f NCHES. EACH

...." .,.. . ' .

SET OF 10 ..... 
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