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83% of the public think the UNO

haa at least a fair chace
of preventing all future

, wara.

79% th nk the UNO has at least
a fair chance of preventing
ware between big nations.

82% think the UNO haa at least
a fair chance of preventing

wars between small nations.

56% believe the agreement of a
two-thirds majorit ahoU1d
be sufficient to invoke the
world police force against
an aggressor nation.

53% of persons with opinions
believe that the control of
the a.tom bomb by a world
organization would defend
thia country most ef-
fecti vely, and

64% of those with opinions
th:tnkthat the world orga.n-
ization could -control the
bomb most effectively if
the UNO -became a powerful
world government 

63% ,think that Uni ted States
memberah 1n the UNO

ehoul '00 implemented by
turhe.r cQopera.t'on in
other 

6410 of thepiibJ:J;c:feel that the
atomic :bomb ma,Jces'Wars lees
like:)y:., . yet

67% expect :the ' ted 'States to
fight in another ''War within
50 ,years..



Part I

THE U. N. VENT Tl A R S 

Out of every ten people in the Un! ted States , about eight -- a large ma-
jority

-- 

believe that the world organization* set up at San Francisco
has at least a fair chance to p'revent all wars

-- 

both those between big

nations and those between smaj,:. nations. One pereon in ten thinks the
UNO has no chance at all to prevent Viars , and one has no opinion.

ALL WARS

In 1943 NORC asked a general q estlon and in 1945 a more specific one a-
bout the chances a wor.ld organi atlon would have . of preventing wars.
The proportion replying "Good chance II declined noticeably, but the pro-

. portion replying uNo bhance at all" remained the same. The questions:

1943 1945

In general , what chance do
you th ink a un ion 
nations will to pre-vent wars ' good, fair
or no chance at all?"

In gene ral, what chance do
you thin the world organ-tzation set up at San
Franc iaco will, have 

prevent wars 

-- 

goad lair,
() r no chance at allP

No chance at all
Don I t know

100%

39%Good chance

Fair chance

48%

83%

100%

BElEE BIG . NtTIONS?

. . .

BEIEE SMALL NATIONS'l

As might be expected, publl opinion is somewhat more
the chances of pre enting wars between small countries
ing wars between big countries. NORC asked:

In general , what chance do you th ink the wa rid 0 rgan 

zation set up at San Franc iaco will have to prevent wars
between BIG NATIONS (SMALL NATIONS) 

-.. 

good, fair, or no
chance at all?" BETW€EN BETWEENBIG NATIONS SMA L L NATIONS

optimistic about
than of prevent-

Good chance
Fair chance

36% 57%

100%

No chance at all
Don t know

79%

100%

. FOR BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON ArTITUOES TOWARD A ORLO ORGANIZATION, SEE NORC RE-
. PORTS t THE PUBLI C' LOOKS AT ""JRlO ORGAN I ZA T tON' tNO. 19) AND PUBLI C O? f N 1 ON 
WORLD ORGANIZATION u TO THE. SAN FRANCIS OCONFERENCE (NO. 25
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The more education a person has . the n:o:relik ly he Isto answer "Good
for small nations and "Fair" for big nations. PersonswithnoU1ore than

'---

eIgfitn grade" educatIon are' riore -apt. than' " others. toreply"" "

"""

Nocfiance" 
or IfDoni t know. Attitudes on the question are also closely related to
opinion on the, likelihood of UnitedSta.tes' involvement in another war
within the next quarter-century. The following differences in attitude
concerning big nations are of special interest:

CAN THE' tmOPBJ1EN WARS BENEE BIG NATIONS?

ALL ADULTS
! NTERV! EWED

.. jOC%

ATTENDED COLLEGE
i::;: i;i

!!;:'

i;!);: ;:;:;;_n:

i1fi !i-!fir!!f

~~~

EI GHTH GRADE OR LESS 1?fYP Mi;J;;f!;

%;:

;!,;tlii:E;:riJiq 19%

A TrENDED H! GH
SCHOOL

E W

WI +

~~~

i;-; ._?i\f %.(m0
DO E

~~~

CT ... .6ifJ f)Wf4.p%:Pi:iW;i!tf :i!;:.tim 8% '

Most of the comments volunteered by those answering the question empha-
size the expectation that the UNO will have abetter, chance of prev
ing wars between small nations' than betweeh big nations Persons who
reply GbodChance tobbth parts of thequeation or "Fal,rchance" to
both frequently add. a comment such as: "There ll be abetter chance of

. preventing wars betwei3tismall n.tions.

" '

Others ' answer "Good chance regarding small natiQns and "Fair chance
regarding big nations. ' One such; a: sal€jsm.n :lnMinneapolis, cOmJents:
For big nations--fair. A fair chance is going a longwf,Y, bec!ll1€Ja as

lotig a.s thereaX'epaople , there wi11 always be the desire for 'we 1thand
power. " For , small . nations-- ood. , Parents ca,n '. always . stop smell
children from fighting' when they can' tstcm the. big ' one . Otherssa,y:
The police force would go r:ight . in and tell small nations 'The fight-

ing off

''.. 

big brother stuff!" or "The Big Five can u,ae the police
force to stop smaller nations.

- 2 



CAN WAR-PREVENTION BE MADE EASIER?

A second NORc question shows that almost half the public can give no

concrete suggestions as to how the UNO' s task of preventing wars can be

made easier:

What, if anything, do you think could be done that
would give the world organization a better chance at,
prevent ing wars between BIG NATIONS (SMALL NATIONS)? 

.::-

REGARD! NG

NATIONS

REGARDING
SMALL

NA TI ONS

45% answer "I don t know. 4610

suggest working through a directed education
al and reli ious ram to achieve world
wide goodwill and understanding.

advocate a powerful and
olice force.

quick-acting 

recommend betterin economic conditions--
stimulating trade , lowering tariffs, stopping
imperialism, ete.

make other su estions 

.- 

disarment , chang-
ing the UNO voting and veto set-up, etc. , etc.

100% 100%
say nothin can be done.

IN THEIR OWN WORD

Although many persons recommend the same measures to give the world
organization a better chance of preventing wars both between big nations
and between small nations, a number make definite distinctions in dis-
cussing the two problems. Regarding BIG NATIONS , a tailor in Alhambra
California for example, answers: 

. "

The success of the world organi-
zation depends on what interest the American people take in it. If they

get behind it wholeheartedly, it will, work out fine and be able to stop
wars." An Indiana businessman replies: "Nothing can be done. The

. United States and Russia will do the real deciding. " A social worker in
Little Rock, Arkansas , makes this recommendation: "Stop newspaper criti-

cism of Russia 

-- 

don t misrepresent things. 
II Others suggest: "Forget

power politics.

" "

Prevent secret treaties and alliances. II "Forbid
large armies and navies.

" "

Have plenty of authority vested in the Se-
curity Council. 

. THIS QUESTION WAS ASKED SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE MORE GENERAL ONE JUST
OF A 0 I FFERENT BUT COMPARABLE CROSS-SECT ION.

REPORTED -

. 3 -
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Regarding SMALL NATIONS various shadings of attitude are expressed:
The bigger nations should, police the smaller nations. Give the

smaller nations democratic governents , but watch them carefully.

" "

1.etthe small nations have a voice in their own affairs.

" "

Keep dictators

." 

?ut; , let the , people , lie 'tl1 1:g'1:rg()Y~1:r:€JJ:rtl3!1ciy()i:€J:LiJ!€Jn cl()!

People who advocate working for peace along educational and religious
lines make a variety of suggestions , some general, some specific. 
mechanical engineer in New Britain, Connecticut , for instance , believes:
We need improved education understanding, and sympa.thy with our

Allies ' points of view. The potentialities of education are emphasized
in answers such as these:

We should have interchanging of students between allnations. Education is our best weapon. II ,(Mining Con-
tractor, Arka.nsas) 
If we were allowed to lea.rn more about other big nations
and they were allowed to learn about us , it would help. 
(Farmer s wife , near OklahoJ: City)

Nothing that I know
people against War. "
!4ias1ssippl )

of except a generation of educating
(Farmer s wife near Clarksdale

:Educate people a.nd try to give them better living con-
ditions So their minds can t be ewayed. /I (Gas station at-
tendant, Philadelphia)

Educate people . to the fact that they 'have to live togetherj
whether they re one of the Big Five or a smaller nation. 
(Elementary school principal, Illinois)

Teach the people how to get along with' each other. " (Farme:r 

near MadiSonville, Kentucky)

Spend more money on education.
more)

(Minister 's wife, Balti-

Imprmte humn beings.
buyer 1 Brooklyn)

Education may help. (Funiture

Some aspect of religion as a power for peace is stressed in answers like
the following:

Educate people' for peace and Christianity.
Worchester, Massachusetts) 

I think education along religious linea ia the only hope.
(Navy yard worker, Tacoma, Washington)

(Rousewife

Don t t 

. '

spend so much money on big armies, ete. ' Vsethat
money. for spreading thegoapel;'f (Farmer : near Brentwood;
Tennessee) 

;, *' ..
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Cut out a lot of politics and have more Christianity,
(Shoe repairmn, oregon)

Promote brotherly love and kindre feelings between coun-

ir1es instead or" hate aridpreJuaice

" ' , '

(CIvilserviceem;;H
ployee , Alhambra, California)

The only way is teaching more love in our hearts toward our
fellow men. (Salesman f s wife , Cleveland) 

A number suggest the need for a wider application of democratic princi

ples . A fireman in Cumberland center Maine , for example , says: All
countries should have a democratic government. " In West Orange, New
Jersey, a railroad agent answerJj : "Strive for true democratic govern-
ments 60 that no dictator can arIse to cause trouble. II Others reply:

ork for better understanding between countries 

-- 

less propagan a.

Send honest politicians to Washington. 
II IILive peacefully and eliminate

discrimination within our OV1n country. II IIStop jealousy between coun-
tries. 

One example of an answer recommending a powerful and Quick-acting world

!,olice force is that of an electrical engineer in West Orange , New
Jersey: "There should be an international police force and no other
armments. If A merchant marine engineer in Brooklyn suggests: "In case
of violence or even a small scale attack, there should be immediate
action by an emergency police force under one supreme commnder -- be-
fore a two-thirds vote is taken. Others say: "JIit at once if any
country gets out of line. n "They should use the police force against
an;y attacking country.

" "

Big nations must be forced to remain in the
organization and to acoept the decisions arrived at. No withdrawal al-
lowed. "

Some respondents answer rather generally: "Establish better economic
condi tiona , II or "Stabilize world economics. Others suggest more spe-

cificalJ,y: "Take the profit out of war. 

" "

For the big nations 

-- 

have
an international council for controlling the export of war materials,
II Give all countries equal access to raw materials. II IILower tariffs. 
Establiah free trade.

" "

We need economic collaboration wi th the big
powers to raise the standard of living all over the world, including

colonies. 

number of those interviewed advocate various degrees of diaartent:
ve a disarmament program and put all the cards on the table instead

of under the table. " "Hold the size of armed forces of all large coun-

tries to a certain level. 
It liDo aV1ay with all armies and navies. It "Put

the manufacture of munitions ' in governent hands. fI "The United States
and England should atop selling materials to fight with to Germany ' and
other countries. n

- 5 -
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The.' ' R!OVlSions" o:ftneJJd' tedNat!,Ofi$" Char'te!'iIJartt01UarlY." thoser al'd

;; ,

inS the Secur1t;v Council the subject of other suggestions: ' A ma-
jority vote of the Councilshouldevcke armed force against a big nation
aggressor. It tlChange the veto power of the Big Five and let the small
nations, have more voting power.

" "

Work to improve the provision of the
United Nations Charter; give small nat10n, more representation on t.he
Security Council. " However some persc:ns feel, as does the 'Wife of a
Negro farmer near Laurin'burg, North Carolina: "The Charter is a.s near
perfect as we can make it for preventing wars between large or small
nations. 

People who think that othingcan be d?ne make comments such as that of
' Negro farm woman near Clarksda,le, Mississippi: "Only let them tend to

their own business and we tend to our own

, " ,

or that of a Detrolt house-
. wife: "There wl1lalwaye be -wars .. the Biblesa.YiI 80.

- 6 -



Part II
THE URI UNC THE VET 

More than half , the public believe that the agreement of two-thirds of
the member countries in the Security Council ought to be sufficient to
invoke the worl police force against an aggressor nation. Only 12 per,
cent like the present arrangement whereby the approving majority of the
Council must include everyone of the Big Five, However, two thirds of
the public were not , at the time of the survey, familiar with the voting
set-up provided in the UNO Charter agreed on at San Francisco.

THE FORMU

NORC asked these two questions: *

As you may lmqw
J the Becu rity Gaunc i1 0f the wo rld

organ izat ion is set up to keep peace and it has a
police force for this purpose. The Council has 11
members. Suppose one country attacks another
country after this war, H6w many members do you
th ink SHOULD have to agree bef) re the Cauna il canuse the pol ice fo rce against the attacking coun-
try?
All 11 membe rs should .have to agree to use the
pol ice force. If ANY ONE country votes against
using the police force, it can t be used.

The Big Five 

-- 

that ts Russ ia, England, France
Ch ina, and the Un ited States 

-- 

and any two othe r
membe rs should have to agree to us e the pol ice
fo roe. If ONLY ONE of the Big Five votes aga inst
u& ing fa ree, it oan be sed.

A two -th rds majority of the Cauna i1 should have
to agree to use the pol ioe fo ree Even if one ofthe Big Five countries votes against using fo ree
it can still be used.

AND -

As far as you , know which one oj these three ways
is the Becu rity Cauno il set up now?" 

FOR THE S:IURITY COUNCIL TO f ,
USE THE WORLD POLICE FORCE ALL THE BIG DON'
REQUIRES THE VOTE3 OF

.,.

MEMBERS AND 2 OTHERS
(THE PRES

JNTSET-

The way it n o" 16% 13% 661'; =1.00%

The way it s ho u 1 be' It)

. TO INSURE CLEARER UNDERSTANDING , THE FIRST QUESTION WITH HE THREE POSSIBLE ANSWERS
WAS REPRODUCED ON A CARD WH f CH WAS HANDED TO' EACH PERSON I NTERV J EWED.

- 7 -
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The more edu.cation a person has , the more likely, he ls (1) to give a
deflni te ans'der ) and (2) to think that a two*thirdsll.!ori ty vote , mght
to be sufficient to invoke the use of force against an ftggressor nation.

- .--. - ".

. to " the actual P:r9Y:i?t9J: of the

' .

9aJ:I' r:;llciscQGllEJ:'dE3X, , ey",n , arnol'S,
persons who have attended college 

-- 

consistently the best informed
group within the population -- 47 per cent answer

' "

r don ' t know and
only 31 per cent recognize the correct formula. These are the compari-
sons amDng educational groups:

FOR WE SEClJBI'IY CCUNCIL 'T USE
TH WORLD POLICE EORCE NOW
REQUIRS 'mE VOTES OF 

...

THE 8 r (, 5 AND
2 OTHERS

ALL I I THE PRES- A 2/3
MEMBERS ENT SET -UP) MA JOR! TY DON'T KNOW

ALL ADULTS I NTERV I EWED 66% :: I 00%

ATTENDED COLLEGE ,//:3J 6L.
ATTENDED H!GH SCHOOL Ef/. 5%iJ
EIGHTH GRADE OR lESS f0:

47.%

62%

75%

FOR TH SEGUITY COUNCIL TO USE
TH WORLD POLICE FORCE
S H 0 U L D REQUIR TE
VOTES OF 

....

THE BIG 5 AND
2 OTHERS

ALL j j (THE PRES" A 2/3
MEMBERS ENT SET - UP) MAJOR IT Y DON'T KNOW

ALL ADULTS I NTERV I EWED 

~~~~~~~ ~~~ ~~~

f;, \i'

~~~~

ii; ir: ' l
= ICc%

ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL

%I00f0S1Q%:; tt::::&WA': i;2:r;\K;:%ill

f:)J l%%' ( ;;n;;tt';!:;:i,;t! tEdt;\tt;efnt nt" ttV; I 5

:i%::TIcr.J
::i;p:

:::::

t41%::i,t:

:\.

::p:g;J--' 35--

ATTENDED COLLEGE

EIGHTH GRADE OR LESS

APPLICATIONS

--,

Another set ' of two questions , presenting the Security Council voting
formula in a specific appilcation again indicates (1)

:L JpJ9 ity
pose in theory the pre ent fo whioh lves anyone of the ive

France and Russia are the examples, used the right to veto the use of
force a!iain self , and (2) :that only a snll ority knoVi what't
presen.Lformula is . Almost identical results were obtained when the
question was asked regarding Russia and when a different but comparable
cross-section was asked the same question about France:

- 8 -
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A!:ter the.,war

., 

supposB, the" Seeur, ity"" Coune, iJ,., has te""",de-,c ide if it should use its pol ioe IO'rce against one ofthe Big Five -- in case Russia (France), lor example
threatens SDme country. Do you think Russia (France)
should have the right to prev nt the Gaunc i1 from us ing
fo rce aga inst he , 0 r don i t you th ink she should have
th is right?"

As the Security Gouna i1 is set up , do you thinkRussia (France) DOES have the right to prevent the
Counc i1 fr()m Us ing fo roe, aga inst he , 0 DOESN TRuss ia
(France) have this right?ff

RUSSIA FRANCE
DOES DOES SHOUL.D

Have the right (1?esent set-up) 18% 14%
have the right

Don I t know
100% 100 100% 100%

Although majorities of all population groups studied conour with the
general consensus the moe education a p rsQn has the more 11ke1y he
is to believe that no slngle big power should have the right to preventthe use of force against herself. ' "Russia should not have the right tI is
the answer given by 86 per cent of persons/ with a college background; 91
per cent of the same group say "Should not n regarding France. (Compara-
ble figures for persons with no more than an eighth grade education are
67% and 62%.

Amon even the best-educated however
that under the San, Franoisco Oharter
veto the use of the international olice
that Franc has the same right.

11 ttle more than a th rd know
Russia does have the right to

force 7 ' and only a fourth know

The comment volunteered most frequently by those who belleve that France
or R .tssia should not havs the right to veto the use of the world police

, force is: No country should have the right . I! 
Numerous other comments

are more specific. A steel plant foreman in Loraln, Ohio, for examplesays: "Any of the Big Five should be spanked same as any of the rest; 
The wife of a Chicago truck drlver comments: " I don t think a biggercountry should have more rlghts than a small one. Accordlng to thewife of an auto parts salesman in bfdnneapolis, ' What I s the use of theSecurity Oouncil if one of the big nations can determine whether force
can be used against her'll! Another housewife in the same oi ty says:
That' gOing against the theory of the world organization. What' s the
usa of having the mechanism if someone can turn the lever off and not
use the machine? I; Others add: I! 

If you couldn I t use the force agalnst 
big hation , there would be war all the tlme. 11 "

We have to take the sameaction against all countries regardless of size. tI 1IThat would make theCouncil null and void. II !II think such a set-up J.S all wrong;"

- 9 -



Part III
ONTR OLL ING THE 01. Oll B*

The public in, the United States is almost evenly divided on the 'best
means of controlling the atom bombs , with a majority .of those with

--.------epinier1s" "believing that-. the--'B'nite' d:' StatEm" 13hbUJ.d--" depend:" on'the" worid"
organi ation. On the premise that the world organization will control
the bomb in some way, a majority favor transformipg the UNO into a real
world government wit'b the power to enforce control of the u.se of atomic
energ:r. It is significant '!:hat Repub;Licans and Democrats are in com-
paratively close agreement on these issues" 

ROYI DEFEND THE UNITED TATID?

. - ."------". --", -"", ,,,

When only those with definite opinions Qne way or the other are con-
sidered majorities of the public as a whole and of IDny population
groups are seen to prefer reliance on a world organization. The first
NORC question read:

In order to defend itself, do you think our country
should reI y mare:
on out own abil ity
any other ountry

to make better atomio bombs than

-- 

OR 

wvrld organization
ou r own from eve 

on the ab i1 ity of the
any c()untry,J inolud ing
bombs in another warp"

fOR ATOM BOMB DEFENS:r TEE
UNITED STAT:E SEOULD RELY MORE:

Q! WORL.D ORGANJZATI Q. OUR OWN ABI!,tTy

SL:' lr,. ::ii

;,)

ii:::: = 100%

A.TTENotD m"Z& c(i //2J.$ t::

:;/$

%(!;!J:.iMi::jJ, COLLEGE

;:!!f OR LE

:=;:, .

fMt\it':;B::#4

;:);

;$:'E;::m:il

f;:7&0'-(ftf

'%\ '(;

i:.,.:F:" f%'t40fJ\: ::t:::K

$$/0:% 7f;/?m

~~~

dt:;' %.j::;i

ADULTS 40 . AND OVER rf:ij,( qFi;:;;;i :ji 174D1&0

~~~

if:

;:;:; ~~~

MIDWEST :5( ::t\!!:rU9%;:;i:::&r::;;:::'):;i:: ;:Jif; ieM

DEWEY VOTERS, 1944 /Z;/A-7ijfi

::;:

it' ;:46

;::;:

fi; jh:W;/,

FDR VOTERS , j 944 t;V/,I0

~~~~~

:Z21r't: :J;:: ::;i::ll;

::::;:"

E't1XK)kif

tQ P T'e uen 
us'ing such

ALL ADULTS
I NTERV I EW'ED

WOMEN

MEiN

ADULTS 21 w

SOUTH

. / 

Yr;! f:;i :ir:: tih; ;tt

.. 

NOW IN ,. PREPARAT!ON IS AN NDRC REPORT DEVOTf;D TO A DETAr LED ANALYSIS OF' PUBl-IC
OPINION REGARDING MANY A.SPECTS 9F THE ATOMIC 60MB AND ATOMIC ENERGY.

.. 10 -

UNDE,
CIDED

14%1

18%1



TOWARD WORLD GOVERNMET?

majority of every population group studied say they believe that the
UNO could best control the atomic bomb if the organization became a kindof world governent ith the po er to pass and enforce laws. NORCasked: 

If the wo rid rganizat ion docs try to prevent any
country from ever using atomio bombs in another war
whioh one of these two ways do you think UJould have the
best ohano e of wo rkingP

n Fa the wo rld pol ice fa roe to have such bomvs use against any nation that attacks another but
otherwise ta let the oountries in the UnitedNations develop the bombs fo themsel ves if they
00 ul d .

For the United Nations to become a kind of' world
government whioh could pass a law that no country,
not ev n our vwn, may make atomio bombs) and whiohcould also set UI) a world..wide FBI or detective
system to make eve ry country obey this law.

TPANSfTiON TO
WORLD GOVERNMENT

////// ///j;

0!, i;i, ;1i;;';!i' ;;:$4%
;in.

V////.lWA' ;7/Za ;D),;f:

;::

(i$ %j0.!Ji1C;!!';J2;

////'/:f /;0t,;it:' n)i :;;:1ii' fo:i:, i;i;;:r:i1 till
D! ? 9 T VOTE, .L//?/Si. ij/'/ //!I i;;Ni: ;;2;;i;(jB%l8
FDR VOTERS , 1944 )/////0-:;%;'0 :;::1;;j:;::::!'1$6%::;: :ii::

;;'

I;::

DEWEY VOTERS, 1944 fij/// -:0Fr, ;?Z//7

;::

2r)

;j;: :;;'

::;t: :i.

;;j

In comparing answers to the two questions , it ia significant that:

ALL ADULTS
I NTERV I EWED

EIGHTH G.RADE OR
LESS

A TTENDED HI GH
SCHOOL

A TiENDED COLLEGE

Of people who think we should
depend on the world organization
for atom bomb ensa ...

72% say that transforming the
UNO into a powerful world
governent would be:m
effective in controlling
the bomb.

28% believe using the orld
lice force would be-:

effective.

IJSE OF WORLD
POLJ CE FORCE

UNDE-
CIDED

2414

21Jd

14;

Of people who think we should
depend on our o n ability

...

54% say that transforming the
UNO into a kind of 

government would make COtl-
trol most effective.

46% think using the world
IJolioe force would be beat:

" 11 -



Part IV

THE UN1 TED THE u. N. O. 'A N IJ

majority of the eople in hia country are aware that the United
States I responsibility for world eace and cooperation has im lications
broader than UNO membership' alone . In some population groups , however
more than a third m to believe that UNO membership alone fulfills
this country international obligations. Education has the strongest
influence on attitude, with age and political preference also important.
It is interesting that more Republicans than Democrats express the de-
sire for the widest possible international cooperation.

Before the Senate voted United States membership in the Uhited Nations
Organization, NORC' asked:

If the Un ited States Senate does agree to jD in the
wo rld 

() 

rgan ization do you thin1c we should try to do
anyth tng mo re to get countries to cooperate 0 r do you
th in1c that is enough to ,do?"

MEMBERSH I P
. EN.UGfi

UNDE -
cTbKg

ALL ADULTS I NTERV I EWED :; 100%

ATTENDED COLLEGE 
0Y ///L?7//%/

////// 

\,:i;:'\:::f

g. 

ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL 
WI 

'/'//;6 W///// :2j*: i:1::::;::f%I

~~~

51%'l/////Z 'ii,j' ;t:1; 4% I

7j///'/;/j:t /ij// 1:;'::,:(;ti:

V//)' //76f,

/;//

%:;i:1::j%i:;, t\tir2

EIGHTH GRADE OR LESS

ADULTS 21 TO 39

ADUL is 40 AND OVER

DEWEY VOTERS, 1944 107'l/b

"""''';'

If 70 ';;':;:'!.%24fo'

:':' ""':::':" '" :':"-:""':':':' ,." :-':"'"":"

///,zq5% //.(1&1IFOR VOTERS, 1944

DID NOT VOTE
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ny of those who believe that the United States should do
more than merely go through the mechanics of joining the UNO

suggest ways in which this country might help make the organ-
izatl()Ila succElss. A number €lmphasize their answers by adding "Every-
iling possIble or "An;Yhingwe can. The wife of a New York C1 
pu.blisher exclaims: "There 1 s no such thing as doing enough I to keep
peace We must do everything we can . tI' An aircraft engine tester in
Hartford, Connecticut , remarks: tiThe more we do the better off we are.

Do More

Closely related are comments stressing the importance of the leadershi-p
and example of the United States. An advertising man in Butte , Montana
for example , believes: "We should definitely take the lead , and as long
as we go into something we should do everything we can to make it a suc-
cess. According to a Baltimore lawyer

, "

The United States wil;L bethe most influential factor, and we should do all in our power to make
the organization a permanent success. " Others comment: " e can influence
smaller countries; They would respect us more than England and Russia
We could show by our example that it is better to live in peace.

Another associated idea frequently expressed is that the United States
can be influential in getting other countries to cooperate in the world

. organization. A radio dispatcher in Hartford, Connecticut , for instanoe
ff says: A big country like this has a great ohance to make the others

cooperate. In Duquesne , Pennsylvania , the foreman in a steel rolling
mill suggests: If We 

should try to bring other countries into the organi-
zation. II And a lawyer 

in Rot Springs , Virginia, thinks: "We should use
. as much influence as we have with both large and small countries. 

Some of those interviewed suggest that joining the UNO is tt 
Just merely

the start or "We should never stop trying. More specifically:

We should always do ,more to preserve peace -- never quit.
The present plan is only a formula , and if we can improve
it, so much -the better. t! (Truck driver, Portland , Oregon)

We must continue to work on it , and change theCharter tosuit the needs of changing times. II (Army wife , Clayton
Georgia)

We must continually work at it. Just forming a great big
organization doesn It mean anyhing. (Salvation Army off!-
c er, Montana)

The San Francisco Conference alone won I t prevent war, and
we must help take other steps. II (Railroad mail worker
Waterloo, Indiana)

'We must keep on working until all the countries in the
world are in it -- otherwise it ' st domination. (The
small oountries won 1 t approve of war, where the big ones
will. ) If (W ire of laundry owner, Minnesota)

number of people suggest defini te constructive steps , most frequently
along educational and economic lines, that the United States can take
to help make the UNO a success. A smelter foreman in Washington state

- 13 -



for example

, .

8aY8: "We shoUld do more alonglines of education than by
force of al's. " A steel foreman ' in Lorain , Ohio , thinks: "We should
keep on trying to improve ahd educate other countries toa better way of
life. Others remark: "We should take the hatred out of the German
people. n "Work for a iliversal language and free tariffs.

" "

Try to
talk peace and give crowded cOiltrJ.es enough land to take care of their
people.

" "

i-le I re going to have to help feed and clothe people. We' must
have peace and comfort among the citizens or we ! 11 have war again.

\oe re going to have to oooperate more than ever and be willing to give
as well as take.

printer in Des Moines , Iowa, suggests: " re going to have to keep
on selling the idea of a world organization -. both abroad and here at
home. " A church oustodian in Minneapolis says: liThe lJited States musttry to get close to these other cOiltrles and try to understand their
problems better 

-. 

their mode of living, their religious beliefs; and
try to bring up their standard of living so they will understand fully
what real democraoy means.

Only a fe'll make belli,gerentsu,ggestions such as these:

The li'hited States willh8ve to watch and be after the for-
eign oountries all the time. " (Wife of truck driver,
Chicago)

put the, fear of God in other oOUntries by our power and
wealth It (Hat' blocker, Reading, Pennsylvania:)

We should make ourselves securewith abig army, so they
look out for us. (Housewife, Minneapolis)

Show ' other oountries that 'We mean business - this time for
keeps. " (Salesgirl, Ba'1timore)

Scare them and threaten them. Germany sees ,what we .cana.o. II
(Ingot caster steel rolling ' mill , Duquesne , Pennylvania)

The minority who believe that Un d States meni rsh;ip
in the world organization is enough to guarantee full
cooperation on the part of other coUntries ma e a m1r..

ber of comments emphasizing or ' explelinihg:th€dr atti-
tude. Most frequent are remarks suoh as: "What more

do they expect us to do?" or "I don ' t see what more we eQuid do at this
ime. , The wife of a Nashv1l1e . en ineer a.dda: Ple ty ;.. I sure do,
think soV' The ' wife of a railroad reoord clerk in Chicago :thipks: "When
the organization starts to fUnotion; there-will be coop rationenough.A St. Louis housewife says: " ve .giv ri enpugh. I dpri:tbelieve in
getting' other countries to cooperate by lending them ' money or feeding
them. Others commEht: "The main' countries are members . now.

, "

We al-
ways do more than our share. II "Leave the other countries alone. 
We t va done too much for other . oountries already. Let I ei tend ' to ' our own

business. "

That t s Enoui;

.. 1.4 -



Part V

A N (1 T HE R
That public thinking on the issue of peace or war majr be confused and
inconsistent to a considerable degree issuggeated by the fact that

...

ALTHOUGH 6410 of Americans believe that the atomic bomb
makes wars less likely,

6710 expect the Un! ted States to fight in an-
other war within the next 50 years.

THE ATOMIC BOMB AND FurURE WARS *

Almost two-thirds of the people in this country say they believe that
the atomic bomb decreaaes the chance of future wars. The differences of
opinion recorded for persons in the several standard-of-living groupingsare paralleled by differences for occupational and education groups.
NORC asked,

Do you think that the atomic brJmb makes wars more i,ke-
ly or less likely?n

Wealthy and prosperous
Middle class
Poor

LESS L I KEl Y MORE L I KEl Y NO D I rrER

64% 12% 13%69 11 66 12 57 13 
11% = 100%All adults interviewed

Those expressing a definite opinion

Why do you think s

one way or the other wer6 asked:

L E S S
LIKY

47% believe that the genera 1 fear evoked by the use of the
atomic bomb will make nations slower to start new wars.

M 0 R E
LIKY

think that the quasi-monopoly of atomic bomb power
exercised by he United States may prevent wars.

g1 Va other answers , or say "I don I t know. n
'6%

4% mention the tremendous power of a greesi provided bythe bomb. 
think the " secret 1/ cannot be eJ'

suggest that the Axis countries or other nations may be
able to attack the United States with atomic weapone.

believe that the atomic bomb has
between nations

grava tad distrust

. NOW IN PREPARATION IS AN NORC REPORT DEVOTED TO A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC
OPINION REGARDING MANY ASPECTS OF THE ATOMIC 60MB AND ATOMIC ENERGY.

-15 -



IN THEI OWN WORD

of it.

Among those who think the atomic bomb will make
. wars less likely, the bulk of the answers (49% of
the entire cross-section) emphasize the fear the
bomb has evoked. Some reply in very general terms:
It. too dangerous , " or " Everyone will be afraid

Other common reactions include:

LikelJ1Less

The bomb is so destructive, no one will take a ohance on
being bombed by it. " (Millwright , West Orange , New Jersey)

Every responsible pereon knows the use of the atomic bomb
could end civilization. It (Businessman, Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania)

The atomic bomb is such a deadly thing. People are afraid
of it.... a country could 60 easily be wiped out. ,. (Farmer I 
wife, near New Iberia, Louisiana)

Some express the same idea in other waya:

Use the atomic bomb as threat -- like the queen on a
chess board. Everyone will be afraid to use the queen.
(But I think the atomic bomb will stop all wars. )" (Govern
ment technician, Brooklyn) 
I think the people will have more to say about wars. They
will make it their business because they now have an aotual
fear of being destroyed. If (Baby shop owner

, Salt Lake City)

I don t think the atomic bomb will ever be used again as a
weapon of w,at'. The people of the world are too wise to al-
low it. II (Florist , Yarmouth, Maine)

A number (16% of the entire croes-section) suggest that the :pos8es
of atomic bomb information gives the UNITED STATES a chance to enforoe
I!eace . The moat common reaction is exemplified by the reply of a house-
wife in Upper Derby 

J. Penneyl vania: "If we are able to keep the secretintact other countries cannot :produce it. II Other examples of thisattitu.de include: "No one has the secret exoept us) and we re not going
to fight in another war. (Army wife , Butte, Montana) "Other powers
don t have much chance to start a war if only one power has the atomic
bomb. II (Farmer wife, near Charlotte . North Carolina,) IIWe had theother countries afraid to start using gas during this war because wecould outdo them. They will be afraid of our bombs. II (Stenographer
Wichita)

The remaining 1. per cent answer in a variety of ways. One idea is thatof the sales manager of a Jacksonville Florida, lumber company: "The
atomc bomb will make wars less profitable. 

- 16 



One reason given as to why the atomic bomb migbt
make wars more likely is typified by the reply of a
New Jersey housewife: "Other countries will get
the atomic bomb and try to win quickly with it. 

will make wars more likely but shorter . 11 A Waltham

Maseachusetts, grocer thinks: We have the bomb to use , and we will not
be afraid to fight anyone for any cause. 

M 0 r Likely

Of the opinion that the atomic bomb secret canot be kept is a ship
worker in Portland, Oregon, who says: "It 'Will soon be in the hands of
every government of the 'World. rt A railroad track foreman in Decatur
Georgia, answers: "It' s a certain fact we can t keep the atomic bomb
secret from other nations and they w ll attack us like they did at
Pearl Harbor.

The 'Wife of a farmer near Derby, Kansas, was one of a number to reply in
these terms: II If other nations get atomic bombs they can come near de-
stroying us. Milwaukee banker states flatly: "America discovered
the bomb and America is not the best loved country in the world.
Others say: "Countries will fight over the control of the atomic bomb. 
Each national will struggle toperfact a more powerful bomb and try it

out.

" "

I think Japan and Germay 'Will be nice to this country so they
can get the secret of that bomb and then get a chance to come back at us
with it. 

ANOTER WAR IN 25 Y .B? ... IN 50 YEARS?
Two thirds of the public exp,ecttha United States to fight in another
war within the next 50 yeers Even before the advent of the atomic
bomb , four different NORC surveys showed a definite majority antici-
pating this country ' a involvement in another '\ar within the next half
century. The latest surey -- made after the use of the atomic bomb on
Nagasaki and Hiroahimo and after the surrender of Japan 

-- 

shows that 44
per cent of the public expect this country to fight in another war wi tl1-
in the next 25 years.

In February '44 and September f 44 , NORC asked only one question re-
garding the likelihood of another war wi thin 50 years. On more recent
sureys people were asked first whether or not they expected this
country to fight again 'Wi thin 25 years, then whether or not they ex-
pected a war within 50 years. The results are combined in the trend
shown below:

Do yuu ezpeat the United States to fight in another war
within the nezt 25 years? .. within the n'lzt 50 years?tI

SEPT MARCH JULY gf..
1944 1944 ,:45 '945 f 94

In 25 years 36% 44%
In from 25 to 50 years 23 

TOTAL - - in 50 ears 59% 54% b)$ 

Expect no war in 50 years
Don f t know

100% 100% 100 100% 100t
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Between the last two surveys the increased expectancy of \-1ar on the part
of the public as a whole is actually heavily weighted by a sharp rise in
pessimism on the part of persons with no mora than an eighth grade edu-
cation the largest segment of the population. Actually people 'Who have
attended high school or college have been less pessimistic since the use,
of the atomic bomb against Japan. 

-- 

On the most recent survey, opinions among persons vith various edu-
cational backgrounds and among residents of the several large sections
of the United States show signifioant differences:

ANOTHER WAR: IN 50 EXPECT NO WAR
YEARS YEAR1 I N 50 YEARS

All adults interviewed . 44% 23% 18% 15% - 100%

Eighth grade or less
ttended high school

Attended college

Midwest
Rocky Mountain and Pacific

states
South
New England and Middle

t1antio states

Persons anticipating another war in 25 or 50 years seldom comment as to
their reasons. Those who do comment usually say either that there will
always be wars or that losIng the atomic bomb secret will endanger the
United States. The minority who do not expect the united States to be-
come involved in another war within the next half oentury make a number
of interesting comments. A Montgomery, Alabama, housewife answers: n
not if we use intelligence in our diplomatic relations. Others who say

add such comments as: " believe in the world organization. 
Everything is now controlled by the United States and Great Britain.
liTe are going to control Japan f:n:' a long while. 
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How Is a Public Opinion Survey Made?
The subjects for the Center s surveys are determined in consultation with its Board of Trustees and
ther experts. Members of the Center s staff collaborate in drawing up a questionnaire. The indi-

vidual questions are carefully "pre-tested " that is, tried out on various types of respondents in order
to eliminate, insofar as possibe, the chance of more than one interpretation and to produce word-
ings universally understandable and capable of measuring all shades of opinion relative to a specific
attiudinal area. "Specifications " or sets of directions for interviewers also compiled to insure
uniform interviewing procedure. Each .member of the CentElr s personally-trained interviewing staff
is sent a set of questionnaires and assigned a quota of interviews he is to secure, together with their
distribution by sex, age , economic level , etc.

When the completed questionnaires are returned to the
Center the answers are classified and given code numbers
for transfer to a punched card, A separate card is punched
for each questionnaire, with a punch for the answer to
each question, The punched cards are then run through
a special tabulating machine which can be set to count
the answers, to separate the cards into categories, and in
other ways materially to assist the statisticians,

The final percentaged results-the responses to the vari-
ous questions-are reported not only for the total cross-
section interiewed, but also for comparisons between
various population sub-groups, such as men and women
young people and older people, groups of people with
varying educational and economic backgrounds, farm and

city dwellers, and residents of various sections of the
country. The differences of opinion shown in these break-
downs are often of even greater significance than the
opinions of the entire cross-section,

The results of the Center s surveys are published in news
releases and reports which are utilized by educators, sci-
entists, government offcials, publishers and broadcastrs,
businessmen, and others especially interested in keeping
up- date on public opinion trends,

Comparisons of NORC's results with those of other opin-
ion-finding organizations are frequently published in
OPINION NEWS-the Center s fortnightly digest of out-
standing polls and surveys,

Factual Information
The Cross-Section The population samples upon which
NORC surveys are made are representative, within a
small degree of error, of the national population 21 years
of age and over, That is, the samples used are stratified
according to certain sociological characteristics of the adult
population of the United States.
Geographical Distriblltion Within each of the nine Census
Divisions of the country, interviews are properly appor-
tioned among the adult civilian population in the metro-
politan districts, towns, and rural areas of that division.
For the urban populatron the interiews are apportioned
to metropolitan districts; and towns in various size groups
while in the rural areas the interviews are properly
apportioned among farmers and non-farmers.
Size of Cross-Section As a result of statistical research,

, it is now known that a poll Wil not be accurate, no
matter how large a sample is taken (short of a total
census of the entire population), if the cross-section is
not an accurate miniature of the whole population.

According to a statistical table copyrighted by the Presi-
dent and Fellows of Harvard College, the number of inter-
views in a national survey necessary to be within 3 per
cent correct on questions that divide evenly is 2 500,
This number is sufficient 997 times in 1 000, The Har-
vard table adds that HALF this sample, or 1 250 inter-
views, would be within 3 per cent correct 962 times in

000. NORC surveys used in this report are based on
over 2,500 interviews, ,
Age and Sex Before the war, the adult population for
the entire country could be said to be split approximately
equally between persons 40 years of age and over and
those between 21 and 39 years, Since Pearl Harbor the
ever-growing military personnel have been instructed not
to voice opinions, SO they have been excluded from the

sample, This affects the age and sex distributions rather
radically, After making adjustments for this factor, the
resulting sex split is 46' per cent men and 54 per cent
women. On the age distribution, 53 per- cent are 40 and
over, with the remainder between 21 and 39.

Rac:e Within each Census Division are obtained a num-
ber of Negro respondents proportion ! to the Negro pop
ulation in that area, These interviews are properly
apportioned among the urban, rural non-farm, and farm
residents,

Economic: Status Within each sex group the interviews
among the white population are assigned on the basis of
four standard-of-living categories. For purposes of tabula-
tion the two upper groups are combined in this report,
The economic characteristics of persons in .each one of
these three groups can be defined roughly as follows:

Upper (16 per cent of the sampleJ- Those persons
who have all the necessities of life and some of the
luxuries characteristic to their community. Two per
cent of the sample is made up of what is understood
as the prosperous and wealthy group. The remaining
J 4 per cent is made up of persons who can afford
some luxuries, but must choose rather carefully
which ones to buy.

Middle (52 per cent of the sample)- This group is
called the great middle class of America, They have
incomes large enough to maintain an adequate
standard of living but can seldom afford luxuries.

Lower (32 per cent of the sampleJ- This group has
difficulty in maintaining an adequate standard of
living. Included are the lowest income non-relief
families and also those receiving government aid.

* With the exception of a few questions based on half this nUmer.
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