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Part I

AN THE u., ¥. 0. PREVENT WARGSP?

Out of every ten people in the United States, about eight -- a large ma-
Jority -~ Dbelieve that the world organization®* set up at San Francisco
has at leaat 8 Ffair chance to prevent all warg -- both those between big
nations and those between smal.. nations. One person in +ten thinks the
UNC has no chence at all to prevent wars, and one has no opinion.

ALL WARS

In 1943 NORC asked a general guestion and in 1945 a more specific one a-
bout the chances a world organization would have of preventing wars.
The proportion replying "Good chance" declined noticeably, bdut the pro-
"portion replying "No chance at ail" remained the same. The questions:

1943
e

"In general, what chance do
you think a union of
nations will have to pre=
vent wars =~ good, fair,

or no chance at alll"

1945

"In general, what chance do
you think the world organ-
ization set up ot San
Froncisco will have o
prevent wars -- good, foif
or no chance ot -alll”

BEWEEN B I G  NATIONS? .,.

Good chance 48% 39%
Fair chance 36 Il
' : 85% 83%
No chance at all 10 , 10
Don't know : _6 1
100% 100%

BIIWEEN S MALL NATIONS?

- As might be expected, publi¢ opinion ls somewhat more optimistic about
the chances of preventing wars between small countries than of prevent-
ing wars between big countries. NORC asked:

"In general, what chance do you <think the world organi-
zation set up at San Frencisco will have to prevent wars
between BIG NATIONS (SMALL NATIONS) -- good, fair, or no
chance gt allP”

BETWEEN . BETWEEN
B 1°G  NATIONS S M AL L - NATIONS
Good chance ' 36% 57%
Falr chance 13 25
4 9% 82%
No chance at all 11 8
Don't know _10 ' _30
' ’ 100% 100%

* FOR BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON ATTITUDES TOWARD 4 ORLD ORGANJZATION, SEE NORC RE-
- PORTS® THE PUBLIC LUOKS AT WOURLD ORGANIZATION {NO. 19) AND PUBLIC OPINION __ON
WORLO ORGANIZATION UP TO THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE {NO. 25].




The more education a person has, the more likely he is to answer "Good"
for small nations and "Fair" for big nations. Persons with no more then

an eighth grade education are more apt than cthers t0 reply "No chance”
or "Don't know." Attitudes on the guestion are also closely related to
opinion ‘on the::likelihood of United States' involvement in another war
within & the next quarter-century. The following differences in attitude
concerning big nations are of speclal inberest: , e

~ CAN THE UNO PREVENT VARS BEIWEEN 5 I G NATIONS?

NQ
. CHANCE DON'T
GOOD CHANCE  FAIR- CHANCE AT ALL -KNOW
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ATTENDED COLLEGE §7'/¢i§§%232;§?’
“iaee M iz R
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SNOTHER VAR WiTRIN 55 (LA

YEARS .
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Most of the comments volunteered by those answering the question empha-
slze the expectation that the UNO will have & better chance of prevent-
- ing wars betwsen small nations than between big nations. Pergons who
reply "Good chance’ to both parts of the question or 'Fair chance” to
' both frequently add & comment such as: "There'll. be a better chance of
preventing wars between small nations,” =~ o o

Others answer = "Good chance" regarding emall nations and "Fair chance"
regarding big nations.  One such, & salesman in Minneapolis, comments:
"For big nations -~ fair, A fair chance is going & long way, bedause as
long as there are people, there will'always be the desire for wealth and
- power.” For small nations -~ good, Parents can always stop small
children from fighting when they can't stop the big ones." Others say:
"The * police force vould go right in and tell small nations ‘The fight-
ing's off,' -« big brother stuff!" or "The Big Five can upe the police
force to stop smaller nations.” '




CAN WAR-PREVENTION BE MADE FASTIER?

A second NORC gquestion shows thet almost half the public can give no
concrete suggestions as to how the UNO's tagk of preventing wars can be
umede easier: ‘

"Uhat, if anything, do you think could be done that
would give +the world orgenization a better chance o{
preventing wars between BIG NATIONS (SMALL NATIONS)?"s:

REGARDING REGARDING
B1 & SHALL
NATIONS NAT}ONS _

L6 - LA answer "I don't know."

20 20 suggest working through a directed education-
al and religious program to achieve world
wide good will and undersitanding.

5 6 advocate a powerful and quick-acting world
police force. , .

5 4 recommend bettering economic conditiong --
stimulating trade, lowering tariffs, stopping
imperialism, etc.

17 19 make other suggestions -- disarmament, chang-

- ing the UNO voting and veto set-up, etc., etc.
7 6 say nothing can be done.
) 100% 100%

IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Although many persons recommend the same measures to give the world
organization a better chance of preventing wars both between blg nations
and between small nations, =a number make definite distinctions in dis-
cussing the two problems. Regarding BIG NATIONS, = taillor in Alhambra,
California, for example, answers: 'The success of the world orgeni-
zation depends on what interest the American people take in it. I they
get behind it wholeheartedly, 1t will work out fine and be able to stop
wars.” An Indiana businessman replies: “Nothing can be done. The
United States and Russia will do the real deciding.” A social worker in

Little Rock, Arkansas, makes this recommendation: "Stop newspaper criti-

cism of Russim -- don't misrepresent things.”  Others suggest: "Forget
power politics.” "Prevent secret treaties and alliances.”  "Forbid

large armies and navies.” "Have plenty of authority vested in the Se-
curity Council.” :

* THIS QUESTION WAS ASKED SIMULTANECUSLY WITH THE MORE GENERAL ONE JUST REPORYED -
OF A DIFFERENT BUT COMPARABLE CROSS~SECTION,
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Regarding SMALL NATIONS, various shadings of attitude are expressed:
"The bigger nations should - police the semaller nations." Give the
smaller nations democratic governments, but watch them carefully.” "Let
the small nations have a volce in their own affairs.” "Keep dictators

People who advocate working for peace along educationsl and religious
lines make a variety of suggestions, some general, some specific. A
mechanical eugineer In New Britain, Connecticut, for instance, believes:
"We need improved education, understanding, and sympathy with our

Allles' points of view." The potentialities of education are emphasized
in answers such as these:

"We should have Inkterchenging of students between all
nations., FBducetion is our best weapon." (Mining con-
tractor, Arkansas)

"If we wers allowed %G learn more about other big nations
and they were sallowed to learn sbout us, it would help,"
(Farmer's wife, near Oklahoma City)

"Nothing that I know of except a generation of educating

people against war.” . (Farmer's wife, near Clarksdale,
Mississippi)

"Educate people and try to give them better living con-
ditions so thelr minds can't be swayed." (Gas station at-
tendant, Philadelphis)

“Educate people to the fact that they have to live togsther,
whether = they're one of the Big Five or a smaller nation.”
(Elementary school principal, Illinois)

"Teach the people how to get along with each other! (Farmer,
near Madisonville, Kentucky) '

"Spend more money on education.”. {Minister's wife, Balti-
more }

"Tmprove human beings. Fducation may help.”  (Furniture
buyer, Brooklyn})

Some aspect of religion as a powsr for peace is stressed in answers like
the following:

"Baucate people  for peace and Christianity.” (Housewife,
Worchester, Mamsachusetts)

"I think education ‘along religious lines. is the only hope.”
(Navy yard worker, Tacoms, Washington)

"Don't ' ‘spend .an much money on big armies, etc.’ Use that

money . for spreasding the gospel." (Farmer, near Brentwood; .
Tennesses}



“cut out & lot of politlcs and have more Christisnity ."
(Shoe repairman, Oregon)

"Promote brotherly love and kindred feelings between coun-

tries instead of hate and Prejudice.” (Civil service em=
ployee, Alhambra, California)

"The only way is teaching more love in our hearts toward our
fellow men." (Salesmen's wife, Cleveland) ~

A& number suggest the need for a wider appiication of democratbic princi-
ples. A fireman in Cumsberland Center, Maine, for example, says: "AlL

comntries should have a democratic government.” In West Orange, New
Jersey, a railroad agent answers: "Strive for true democratic govern-
ments so that no dictator can arise to cause trouble.” Others reply:

"Work for better understanding between countries -- less propaganda.”
"Send honest politiclans to Washington.” "Live peacefully and eliminate
discrimination within our own country.” "Stop Jealousy between coun-
tries.” '

One example of an answer recommending s _powerful and quick-acting world
police force is that of an electrical engineer in West Orange, New
Jersey: There should be an international police force and no other
armements.” A merchant marine engineer in Brooklyn suggests: "In case
of violence or even a small scale attack, there should be immediate
action by an emergency police force under one supreme commander -- be-
fore a two-thirds vote is taken." Others say: "Hit at once if any
country gets out of line.” 'They should use the police force against
any attacking country.” "Big nations must be forced to remsln in the

organization and to accept the decislons arrived at. No withdrgwal al-
lowed.” : ‘

Some respondents answer rather generally: “Establish better economic
conditions," or "Stabilize world economics.” Others suggest more spe-
cifically: "Take the profit out of war." “For the big nations -~ have
_an international council for controlling the export of war materials.”
“Give all countries equal access to raw meterials.” "Lower tariffs.”
"Fgtablish free trade.” "We need economic collaboration with the big

powers to raise the standard of living all over the world, including
colonies.” .

A number of those interviewed advocate various degrees of disarmament:
"Have a disarmament program and put all the cards on the table instead
of under the table.” "Hold the size of armed forces of all large coun~
tries to a cortain level." "Do away with all armies and navies.” "Put
the manufacture of munitions ~ in government hands.” "The United States

and Ingland should stop selling materials to fight with to Germany and
other countriss.”



The provisions of the United Nations Charter, particulsrly those Yesard-
ing the Security Coumcil are the subject of other suggestions: A ma-
Jority vote of the Couneil should evoke armed force against a big nation
aggressor.” "Change the veto power of the Big Five and let the small
nations . have more voting power.” "Work to improve the provision of the
United Nations Charter; give small nations more representation on the
Security Couwncil.” However, some persons feel, as does the wife of a
Negro farmer neaxr Laurinburg, North Carolina: "The Charter is as hear
perfect as ve can make it for preventing wars between large or small

nations,’

Peo;ple who think that nothing can be done make comments such as that of
a Negro farm woman near Clarkesdale, Mississippi: "Only let them tend to
thelir own business and ve tend to our own," or that of a Detroit house-
. wili‘e. “There will always be wars -~ the Bible says so."




] Part 11
THF S ECURITY CoOU¥FCIL AN D T HE VETDO

More than half the public belleve that the agresment of two-thirds of

the member countries in the Security Council ought to be sufficlent to
invoke the world police force against an aggressor nation, Only 12 per
cent like the present arrvangement whersby the approving majority of the
Council must include every one of the Big Five, However, two-thirds of
the public were not, at the time of the survey, femiliar with the voting
set-up provided in the UNO Charter agreed on at San Francisco.

THE FORMULA

NORC asked these two questions: ¥

"4s you may know, the Security Council of the world

organtzation is set up to keep peace, and it has a
police force for this purpose. The Council has 11
members. Suppose one counitry attacks another
country after this war.. How many members do you
think SHOULD have to agree before the Council con
use ‘the police force «against the attacking ccun-
try?

I. "411 11 members should .have to agree 0 use the
police force., If ANY ONE country votes against
using the police force, it can't be ‘used,

2, ”The Big Five -- that is, Russia, England France,
China, and the United States ~=- and any two other
members should have to agree to use the police

Jforce. If ONLY OAE nf the Big Five votes against
using force, it can't be used,

3. "4 two-thirds majority of the Council should have
to agree t¢ use the police force. Even if one of
the Big Five countraes votes against using force,
it can still be used,

- AND =~

48 far as you know, which one of these three ways
is the Seourity Council set up nowp"

FOR THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO ‘. 2, 3.
USE THE WORLD POLICE FORCE ALL 3% THE BIG 5 A __2/3 DON'T
REQUIRE THE VOTES OF ... MEMBERS AND 2 OTHERS MAJORITY KNOW
) : {THE PRES%NT
SET-UP
The way it is n ow 5% wh o 13% £6%  2100%
The way it should be 16 12 56 22

“ % TO INSURE CLEARER UNDERSTANDING, THE FIRST QUESTION WITH THE THREE POSSIBLE ANSWERS
WAS REPRODUCED ON A CARD WHICH WAS HANDED TO EACH PERSON INTERVIEWED.
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The more education & person has, the more likely he 18 (1) to give a
definite answer, and (2) to think that a two-thirds ms.jority vote ought
to be sufflcient to invoke the use of force against an aggressor nation.

As to the actual provisions of the San Francisco Chaxrter, even among

persons who have attended college -- congistently <the best informed
group within the population -- 47 per cent answer "I don't know," and
only 31 per cent recognize the corrsct formula. These are the compari-
sonsg among educational groups:

FOR TEE SECURITY CCUNCIL TO USE
THE WORLD POLICE FORCE WO W
REGUIRES THE VOTES OF ...

THE B{& 5 AND
., 2 OTHERS
ALL 11 {THE PRES=~ & 2/3
MEMBERS  ENT SET-UP) MAJORITY DON'T KNOW

66% 100%

1)

ALL ADULTS INTERVIEWED 5%

ATTENDED COLLEGE | &4/ /7 /31%7]

ATTENDED HiGH SCHOOL 6%/, 18%

47% |

82% ]

EIGHTH GRADE OR LESS {a% 16 5% 5

FOR THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO USE
THE WORLD POLICE FORCE

SEOU LD REQIRE THE
VOTES OF ....

THE BIG 5 AND
2 OTHERS
ALL 11 {THE PRES~ A 2/3
MEMBERS  ENT SET-UP}  MAJORITY DONTT KNOW

ALL ADULTS INTERVIEWED 229% = 100%

ATTENDED COLLEGE

10% |

ATTENDED HiGH SGHOOL 15% I

EIGHTH GRADE OR LESS

APFLICATIONS

Another set "of +two questions, presenting the Security Council voting
formula in a specific application, again indicates (1) that a majority
oppoge In theory the present formula which gives any one of the Big Five
(France and Russis are the examples uged) the right to veto the use of
force agalnst hergelf, and  (2) that only a smell minority know what the
present formule 1s. Almost identical results were obtained when the
question was asked regarding Russia and when & different bub comparable
crogg-section was asked the same gusstion about France:
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"Afterm%hewwar,WMSUPPOSthhe Security Council has b0 Gem e

cide if it should use its police force against one of
the Big Five -- in case Russia (France), for erample,
threatens some country. Do you think Russia (France

should have the right to prevent the Council from using
Jorce against her, or don't you think she should haove
this right?”

"4s the Security Council 1is set up now, do you think
Bussia (France) DOES have the right te prevent the
Council frem using force against her, or DOESN'T Russia
(Fraonce) have this righto" :

RUss1a FRANCE
DOES SHOULD DOES SHOULD
Have the right (Present set-up) 18% 8. 149 8%
Not have the right 27 75 26 Th
Don't know 55 A7 51 _18
100% . T00% 100% 100%

Although majorities of all population groups studied concur with the
genersl consensus, the more education a person has, the more likely he
is to belleve that no single big power should have the right to prevent
the use of force against herself. "Russia should not have the right" is
the answer glven by 86 per cent of persons with a college background; 91
per cent of the same group say "Should not" regarding France. {Compara-
ble figures for persons with no more than an eighth grade education are

67% and 62%.)

Among even the best-educated, “however, little more than s third know
that, under the San Francisco Charter, Russia does nave the right to
veto the use of the international police force, and only a fourth know
that France has the same right.

The comment volunteeréd most freguently by those who believe that Francs

or Russia should not have the right to veto the use of the world police

force 1s: "No country should have the right." Numerous other comments

are more specific. A steel plant foreman in Lorain, Ohio, for sxample,

says: "Any of the Big Five should be spanked same &s any of the rest!"
The wife of a Chicago truck driver comments: "I don't think a bigger
country should have more rights than a small one." According to the
wife of an auto parts salesman in Minneapolis, "What's the use of the

Becurity Council 1f one of the big mations can determine whether force

van be used againest her?"  Another housewife in the same city says:

"That's going against the theory of the world orgenization, What's the

use of having the mechanism 1f someone can turn the lever off and not

use the machine?" Others add: "If you couldn't use the force against a

blg nation, there would be war all the time." "We have to take the same .
action againet all countries regardless of size." "That would make the
Council null and void." "I think such a set-up 1s all wrong!"
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Part III ‘
CONTROLLING THE AT OMN B ONM B

Thé.'public in. the United States 1s almost evenly divided on the best
means of controlling the atom bombs, with a majority ,of those with

opinions-—believing-that——the-United States —shoulddepend —on the workd

organization. On the premise  that the world organization will conmbrol
the bomb in some way, a majority favor transforming the UNO into a reél
world government ‘with the power to enforce control of the use of atomic

energy. It is significant that Republicans and Democrats are in com-

- paratively close agreement on these igsues. :.

HOW DEFEND THE UNITED STATES?

When only those with 'definiﬁe opinions  one way or the other are con-
sidered, majorities of the public as a whole and of muny population

groups are gesn to prefer ryeliance on a world organization. The first
NORC guestion read:

"In order to defend itself, do you think our country
-should rely more: ' - -

on.our own ability to make better atomic bombs thaon
any other 2ountry C : .
em QR -

on the ability of +the world organization to prevent
any country, ineluding our own, [from ever using such
bombs in another worp" '

FOR ATOM BOMB DEFENSE THE
UNITED STATIS SHOULD RELY MORE:

» ON WORLD ORGANIZATION ON OUR OWN ABILITY €1DED
., L A

ALL ADULTS ,{5225i;f:>// 300007 = 100% o
INTERVEWED L /4§77 L L

‘ A.‘ngtréggE QR R A )
ATTENDED Wik iR
EIGHTH GRADE o LESS P?Q?ié?ﬁ(k&%4?ﬁ§ﬁ227ﬂ ,
wown R
o
souts 21730 P R R
ADULTS 40 AND OVER V5% 200

NEW ENGLAND. AND

HIDDLE ATLANT) Ck’V////Z’///Zf/ SR
ROCKY MOUNTAIN AND {7 (P 0 oA
Cowowest R
s
DEWEY VOTERS, 1844 [/ /77 it 0 L
FOR VOTERS, 1944 [0/ 0/ ir eod /770 /7

¥ ONOW N -PREPARAT:ON 1S AN NORC REPORT DEVOTED TO A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC
OPINION REGARDING MANY ASPECTS OF THE ATOMIC BOMB AND ATOMIC ENERGY.
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TCOWARD WORLD GOVERNMENT?

A majority of every population group studied say they believe that the
UNO could vest control the atomic bomb if the organlzatlon became a kind
of 'world govermment with the power to pass and enforce laws., NORC
asked:

"If the world organization does try o prevent any
country [from ever using atomic bombs in another war,
which one of these two ways do you think would have the
best chance of working?

1. "For the world police force <40 have such bombs o
use against any netion that atitacks another, but
otherwise tov let +the countries 1in the Unzted
Nations develop the bombs for themselves if they
could,

2. "For the United Naticns to become a kind of world
government which could pass ¢ law that no couniry,
not even our own, maey make atomic bombs, and which
couid also set un o worlid-wide FBI or detective
system to make every country obey this law,”

2 N ‘ *
TRANSITION TO USE OF WORLD UNDE"~
WORLD GOVERNMENT POLICE FORCE CIDED

/ s ;
A TNTERVI BweD k::;i::////////;4”i§%i;éégz;/ /ﬂ,

RISHTH GRACE OF |0 S )
Mithesr M s
ATTENDED COLLEGE %/////}/459%7/////‘%//{
PINST VOTE, L a8 T
FOR VOTERS, 1944 - [/ 7/ /0 et ) o/
DEWEY VOTERS, 1944 [0 0 77kl 7777 7 7k

In comparing answers to the two questions, it is gignificant that:

0f people who think we should Cf people who think we should
depend on the world organization depend on our own ability ...
for atom bomb AEiense ...

72% say that transforming the 54% say that transforming the

UNO into a powerful world UNO into a kind of world
government would be moet government would make con-
offective 1In controlling trol most effectlve.

the bomb.

2% believe using the world 464 think using the world
police force would be most poiice force would be best,
effective.
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Part IV

P TR z} 5 fwA rr s 2 N‘]fm"T_H B Unﬂﬁ;mb:immwwmwm.

A majtorlty of the people in this country arse aware that the United
States' responsibility for world peace and cooperatlon has implicetions
broader ‘than UNO membership-alone. ~In some population groups, however,
~more than a third seem to believe thet UNO wmembershlp alome fulfills
“this country's intermational obligations. Fducatlon has the strongest
influence on attitude, with age and political preference slso lmportant.
It 1s interesting that more Republicans than Democrats express the de-
sire for the widest possible international cooperation.

Bofore the Senate voted Unlted States merbership in the United Nations
Organization, NORC asked: ' .

"If the United Stotes Sencte does agree to join the
world organization, do you think we should try to do
anything more to get countries to coopercte, or do you
think that is enough to dol"

U.3. SHOULD MEMBERSHIP  UNDE-

DA _MORE ENOUGH C{DED

T T
éLL ADULTS lNTERVIE\'f;D . ////%//é%/é/(///g
wvvenoen coveas 1777777777777 8 777

ATTENDED HIGH SCHOOL Y////////// NI PIPIIAY
E1GHTH GRADE OR LESS Y///;/ S\

wors 20w PIITTIRTTIE
ADULTS 40 AND OVER L e

100%

o
S8
n

DEWEY VOTERS, 1944 ,k?ﬁﬁV?fk?ﬁfi/iéﬁkfif%/ffé%?§559§5’, 3
FOR  VOTERS, 1044 ‘Z%?§€2§9195€79§/65%§Z?§537Q549§/
DI NOT VOTE - o LI
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Many of those who believe that the United States should do
Do More more than merely go through the mechanics of Joining the UNO
' suggest ways In which this country might help make the organ-
ization a success. A number emphasize their answers by adding "Bvery-

thing possible” or "Anything we can." The wife of a New York City
publisher exclaims: "There's no such thing as ‘'doing emough' to keep
peacel We must do  everything we can." An alrcraft engine tester in
Hartford, Connecticut, remarks: 'The more we o the better off we are.”

Closely related are comments stressing the importance of the leadership
and example of the United States. An advertising man in Butte, Montens,
for example, believes: "We should definitely take the lead, and as long
ag we go into something we should do everything we can to meske it a suc-
cess." According to a Baltimore lawyer, “The United States will be
the most influential factor, and we should do all in our power to make
the organization a permanent success." Others comment: "We can influence
smaller countries. They would respesct us more than Fngland and Russial
"We could show by our example that it is better to live in peace.”

Another associated ildea frequently expressed is that the United States
can be influentisl in getting other countries to cooperate in the world
- organization. A radlo dispatcher in Hartford, Conmecticut, for instance,
says: "A big country like this has & great chance to make the others
cooperate.” In Duquesne, Pennsylvania, the foremsn in & steel rolling
mill suggests: "We should try to bring other countries into the organi-
zation." And a lawyer in Hot Springs, Virginia, thinks: "We should use
. as much influence as we have with both large and small countries.”

Some of those interviewed suggest thet joining the UNO is "just mersly
the stert" or "We should never stop trying." More specifically:

"We should slways do more to preserve peace -- never quit.
The present plan is only a formula, and if we can improve
it, so much the better.” (Truck driver, Portlend, Oregon)

"We must continue to work on it, and change. the Charter to
sult the needs of changing times.” (Army wife, Clayton,
Georgia)

"We must continually work at it. Just forming a great big
orgenization doesn't mean anything.” (Salvation Army offi-
cer, Montana) :

"The San Francisco Conference alone won't prevent war, and
- we must help take other steps.” (Reilroad mail worker,
Waterloo, Indiana)

"We must keep on working until all the countries in the
world are in it -- otherwise it's Just domination. (The
small countries won't approve of war, where the big ones
will.)" (Wife of laundry owner, Minnesota)

A number of peocple suggest definite conestructlve steps, most frequently
along educational and economic lines, that the United States can take
to help make the UNO a success. A smelter Fforemen in Washington stats,
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for example, .says: "We should do more along lines of education than by
force of arms.” A  gteel foreman in Lorain, Chio, thinks: "We should
keep on trying to improve and educate other countriss to a betbter way of
life." Others remark: "We should take the hatred out of the Germen
people.” "Work for a universal langusge and fres tariffe.” "Try to
talk paabe and give crowded countries enough land to take care of their
people." '"We're going to have to help feed and clothe pecple. We‘must
have peace and comfort among the citizens or we '11 have war again.”
"We're going to have to cooperate more than ever and be willing to give
as well as take."

A printer in Des Moines, Iowa, sugzests: "We're going to have to keep
on selling the idea. of & world organization -- both abroad and here at
home." - A church custodian in Minnespolis says: "The United States must
try to get close to these other countries and try to understand thelr
problems better -- thelr mode of living, their religious beliefs; and
try to bring up their standard of living so they will understand fully
what real democracy means.'

Only a few make belligerent suggestiong sush as thege:

"The United States will have o watch and be after the for-
eign countries all the +ime." (Wife of truck driver,
Chicago) . .

“Put the- fear of . God in other countries by our-power and
wealth.”" (Hat blocker, Reading, Pennsylvania) '

"We should make oureelves secure with a big army, so they'1l
look out for us." (Eousewife, Mirneapolie)

"Show other countries that we mean business -< this time for
keepsc"s (Salesgirl, Baltimore) -

"Scare them and threaten them. Germany sees what we can do."
(Ingot caster, - steel rolling mill, Duguesne, Pennsylvania)

The minority who believe that United States membership

_ " in the world organizatlon is enough to guarantee full

That's Fnough - ~“cooperation on the part of other countries make a num-
ber of comments emphasizing or explaining their atti-

tude. Most  frequent are remarks suoh as: "What more

do they expect ug to do?" or "I don't gee what more we could do at this
time." - The wife of a Nashville engineer - adds: "Plenty ~- I sure do.
think sol” - The wife of & reilrcad record clerk in Chicago thinks: "When'
the organization starts to function, fthere will be cooperation enough. "

A St. Louls housewife seys: "We've given emough. I don't believe in

goetting = other countries to cooperate by 1ending them' money ‘or feeding
them." Others comment: "The main countries are members now.  "We al-
ways do more than our share."  "Leave the other countries alone,”
"We've done too much for ‘other countries already. Let's tend to our cwun
business."

-1k



Part v
ANOTPHER W 4 R 2

That public thinking on the i1ssue of peace or war may be confuged and
inconsistent to a considerable degree ls muggested by the fact that ...

ALTHOUGH 64% of Americans believe that the atomic bomb
makes wars less likely,

67% expect the United States to flght in an-
other war within the'next 50 years.

THE ATOMIC BOMB AND FUIURE WARS *

Almost two~thirds of the people in this country say they believe that
the atomic bomb decrsases the chance of fubture wars. The differences of
opinion recorded for persons in the seversl standard-of-living groupings

are yparalleled by differences for occupational snd education groups.
NORC asked.:

"Do you think that the atomic bomb mokes wars more like-
ly or less likelyr"

DONTY
: LESS LIKELY MORE LIKELY NO DIFFERENCE  KNOW
All sdults Interviewed 6% 12% 13% 11% = 100%
Wealthy and prospsrous 69 11 15 5
Middle class €6 12 i3 9
Poor 57 13 12 18

Those expressing a definite opinion one way or the other wers asked:
"Thy do you think sep”

LESS 47% believe that the general fear evoked by the use of the
LIKELY atomic bomb will meke nations slower to start new wars.

16  think +that the gquasi-monopoly of atomic bomb power
exerciged by the United States mamy prevent wars.

1 give other answers, or say "I don't know."

MORE L% mention the tremendous power of aggression provided by
LIXELY the bomb.

3  think the "secret” cannot be kept.

3 suggest that the Axis countries or other nations may be
able to atteck the United Sitates -with atomic weapons.

2 believe that the atomic bomb has aggraﬁated distrust
. between nations.
12%

® NOW IN PREPARATION IS AN NORC REPORT DEVOTED TO A DETAILED ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC
OPiNION REGARDING MANY ASPECTS OF THE ATOMIC BOMB AND ATOMIC ENERGY.
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IN¥ THETR OWN WORDS

Among ‘those who think the atomic bomd will meke
.vars less likely, the bulk of the asnewers (49% of
L ess Tikely the entire cross-section) emphasize the fear the
bomb has evoked. Some reply in very general terms:
"It's toc dangerous," or "Everyone will be afreid
of 1t.," Other common reactions include:

"The bomb is so destructive, no one will take a chance on
being bombed by it." (Millwright, West Orange, New Jersey)

"Every responsible person knows the use of the atomic bomb
could end clvilization."  (Businessman; Scranton, Pennsyl-
venia) .

"The atomic bowb 1s such & desdly thing. People are afraid
of 1t -~ a country could so easily be wiped out.” {Farmer's
wife, near New Iberia, Louisiana)

~ Some express the same idea in other vays:

"Use the atomic bomb as & threat -- like the quesn on &
chess board. Everyone will be afraid to use the queen,
(But I think the atomic bomb will stop all wars.)" (Govern-
ment technician, Brooklyn)

"I think the people will have more to say about wars. They
will make it their business because they now have an actual
fear of being destroyed.” (Baby shop owner, Salt Lake City)

“I don"t think the atomtc bomb will ever be used again as a
weapon of war, The people of the world are too wise to al-
low it." (Florist, Yarmouth, Maine)

A number (16% of the entire cross-section) suggest that the possession
of atomic bomb informetion gives the UNITED STATES a chance to enforce
peace. The moet common reaction is exsmpiified by the reply of a house~
wife in Upper Derby, Pennsylvania: “If we are able to keep the secret
intsct, other countries cannot produce 1t." Other examples of this
attlitnde includs: "No one has the secret except us, and we're not going
to fight in another war.," (Army wife, Butte, Montana) "Other powers
don't have much chance to start a war 1f only one power has the atonic
bomb." (Farmer's wife, near Charlotte, North Caroline) 'We had the
other countries afraid to start using gas during this war because we
could outdo them., They will be afraid of our bombs.” (Stenographer,
Wichita) ‘ : :

The remaining 1 per cent snswer in a varisty of ways. One i1des is that
of the sales manager of a Jacksonville, Florida, lumber company: "The
‘atomic bomb wlll meke wars less profitable.”

- 16



One reason glven as to why the atomic bomb might
make wars more likely 1s typified by the reply of a

More Iikely . Tew Jersey housewifs: "Other ocountries will get

the atomic bomb and try to win quickly with i, It

will make wars more likely but shorter." A Waltham
Massachusetts, grocer thinks: "We have the bomb to use, and we will not
be afraid to fight anyone for any cause.”

Of the opinion <that ithe atomlc bomb secret cannot be kept i1s & ship
worker in Portland, Oregon, who says: "It will soon be in the hands of
every government of the world.” A railrcad track foreman in Decatur,
Georgia, answers: "It's a certain fact we can't keep the atomic bomb

gecret from other nations, and they will attack us like they did at
Pearl Harbor."

The wife of a farmer near Derby, Kaneas, was one of a number to vreply in
these terms' "If other nations get atomic bombs they can come near de-
stroying us,” A Milwaukee banker  states flatly: “America discovered
the bomb sand America 1s not the best loved country in the world.”
Others say: "Countries will fight over the control of the atomic bomb."
"Ehch natlonal will struggle to perfect a more powerful bomb snd try it
out.” "I think Japan and Germsny will be nice to this country so they
can get ?he secret of that bomb and then get a chance to come back at us
with 1%."

ANOTHER WAR IN 25 YEARE? ,,. IN 50 YFARS?

Two thirds of the public expect the Unilted States to Ffight in ancther
wayr within +the next 50 yeers. Iven before the advent of the atomic
bomb, four different NORC surveys showed a definite majority antici-
pating +this country's involvement. 1in another war within the next half
century. The latest survey -- made after the use of the atomic bomb on
Nagasaki and Hiroshimo and after the surrendsr of Japan -- shows that Ll

per cent of the public expect this country to fight in another war with-
in the next 25 years.

In February '44 and September 'hi, NORC asked only one question ~- re-
garding the likelihood of another war within 50 years. On more recent
surveys, people wvere asked first whether or not +they expected this
country +to fight agaln within 25 years, then whethsr or not they ex~

pected a war within 50 years. The results are combined in ‘the trend
shown below:

"Do yovu expect the United States te fight in another war
within the nexrt £5 years? ... within the next 50 years?”

FEB. SEPT.  MARCH JULY SEPI.
In 25 years -- - 36% 42% L
In from 25 to 50 years -— - 23 19 23
TOTAL -~ in 50 years 59% 549 59% 61% 67%
Expect no war in 50 years 25 25 20 23 18
Don't know Tt 21 16 15
' 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Between the last two surveys the increased expectancy of war on the part
of the public as a whole is actually heavily weighted by a sharp rise in
pessimism on the part of persons with no more than an eighth grade edu-
cation, the largest segment of the population. Actuslly people who have
attenﬁed high school or college have been less pessimistic since the use
of the atomic bomb against Japan. ‘

On the most vecent survey, opinions among persons with various edu-
cational backgrounds and among residents of the several large seotions
of the United States show significant dlfferences.

ANOTHER WAR: IN 25 IN 50 EXPECT NO WAR  DON'Y
YEARS YEARS  IN 50 YEARS KNOW

A1l adults interviewed - 4kish 23% 184 15% - 100%
Eighth grade or less 47 19 16 18
Attended high school kh 25 10 12
Attendsd college 41 25 20 12
Miawest 49 20 18 13
Rocky Mountaln and Pacific

states TS 26 17 11
Bouth Cokh 24 19 13
New England and Middle

Atlantic states Lo 22 18 © 19

Persons enticipating another war in 25 or 50 years seldom comment as to
their reasons. Those who do comment usually say either that there will
always be wars or that losing the atomlc bomb secret will endanger the
United States. The minority who do not expect the United States to be-
come involved in another war within +the next half century make a number
of interesting comments. A Montgomery, Alabama, housewife ansvers: "No,
not if we use intelligence in our diplomatic relations." Others who say
"No" add such comments as: "I belleve in the world organization.”
"Everything is now controlled by the United States and Grest Britain.,"
"We are going to control Japan for a long while."



How Is a Public Opinion Survey Made?

The subjects for the Center’s surveys are determined in consultation with its Board of Trustees and
other experts. Members of the Center's staff collaborate in drawing up a questionnaire. The indi-
vidual questions are carefully “'pre-tested,” that is, tried out on various types of respondents in order
to eliminate, insofar as possibe, the chance of more than one interpretation and to produce word-
ings universally understandable and capable of measuring all shades of opinion relative to a specific
attiudinal area. ""Specifications,” or sets of directions for interviewers, are also compiled to insure
uniform interviewing procedure. Each member of the Center’s personally-trained interviewing staff
is sent a set of questionnaires and assigned a quota of interviews he is to secure, together with their

distribution by sex, age, economic level, ete.

When the completed questionnaires are returned to the
Center the answers are classified and given code numbers
for transfer to a punched card. A separate card is punched
for each questionnaire, with a punch for the answer to
each question. The punched cards are then run through
@ special tabulating machine which can be set to count
the answers, to separate the cards into categories, and in
other ways materially to assist the statisticians.

The final percentaged results—the responses to the vari-
ous questions—are reported not only for the total cross-
section interiewed, but alsc for comparisons between
various population sub-groups, such as men and women,
young people and older people, groups of people with
varying educational and economic backgrounds, farm and

city dwellers, and residents of various sections of the
country. The differences of opinion shown in these break-
downs are often of even greater significance than the
opinions of the entire cross-section.

The results of the Center’s surveys are published in news
releases and reports which are utilized by educators, sci~
entists, government officials, publishers and broadcasters,
businessmen, and others especially interested in keeping
up-to-date on public opinion trends.

Comparisons of NORC's results with those of other opin-
ion-finding organizations are frequently published in
OPINION NEWS—the Center’s fortnightly digest of out-
standing polls and surveys.

Factual Information

The Cross-Section The population samples upon which
NORC surveys are made are representative, within a
small degree of error, of the national population 21 years
of age and over. That is, the samples used are stratified
according to certain sociological characteristics of the adult
population of the United States.

Geographical Distribution Within each of the nine Census
Divisions of the country, interviews are properly appor-
tioned among the adult civilian population in the metro-
politan districts, towns, and rural areas of that division.
For the urban population the interiews are apportioned
to metropolitan districts, and towns in various size groups,
while in the rural areas the interviews are properly
apportioned among farmers and non-farmers,

Size of Cross-Section As a result of statistical research,
it is now known that a poll will not be accurate, no
matter how large a sample is taken (short of a total
census of the entire population), if the cross-section is
not an accurate miniature of the whole population.

According to a statistical table copyrighted by the Presi-
dent and Fellows of Harvard College, the number of inter-
views in a national survey necessary to be within 3 per
cent correct on questions that divide evenly is 2,500,
This number is sufficient $97 times in 1,000, The Har-
vard table adds that HALF this sample, or 1,250 inter-
views, would be within 3 per cent correct 962 times in
1,000. NORC surveys used in this report are based on
over 2,500 interviews. x

Age and Sex Before the war, the adult population for
the entire country could be said to be split approximately
equally between persons 40 vears of age and over and
those between 21 and 39 years. Since Pear! Harbor the
ever-growing military personnel have been instructed not
to voice opinions, so they have been excluded from the

sample. This affects the age and sex distributions rather
radically. After making adjustments for this factor, the
resulting sex split is 46-per cent men and 54 per cent
women, On the age distribution, 53 per cent are 40 and
over, with the remainder between 21 and 39.

Race Within each Census Division are obtained a num-
ber of Negro respondents proportional to the Negro pop-
ulation in that area. These interviews are properly
apportioned among the urban, rural non-farm, and farm
residents,

Economic Status Within each sex group the interviews
among the white population are assigned on the basis of
four standard-of-living categories, For purposes of tabula-
tion the two upper groups are combined in this report.
The economic characteristics of persons in.each one of
these three groups can be defined roughly as follows:

Upper (16 per cent of the sample}—Those persons
who have all the necessities of. life and some of the
tuxuries characteristic to their community, Two per
cent of the sample is made up of what is understood
as the prosperous and wealthy group. The remaining
14 per cent is made up of persons who can afford
some [uxuries, but must choose rather carefully
which ones to buy,

Middle (52 per cent of the sample)——This group is
called the great middle class of America. They have
incomes large enough to maintain an adequate
standard of living but can seldom afford luxuries.

Lower (32 per cent of the sample)-—This group has -
difficulty in maintaining an adequate standard of
living. Included are the lowest income non-relief
families and also those receiving government aid.

* With the except.ion of a few questions based. on half this number.
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PUBLICATIONS

Publications of the Natiocnal Opinion Remearch Center include:

REPORTS
9. The Reconversion Period from War to Peace. dJune, 1943. % .as

19. The Public Looks at World Organization., April, IOLL. . ... . .25
20. The Public Looks at Politics and Politiciansg. March, 1O4h* . ... .10
22, Do Negroes Have Equal Foonomic Opportunities? April, 1944* .10
23. Compulsory Military Training in Peacetime? December, 1944* ... .. .15
2h. Germany and the Post-War World. January, 1945 . . ... .50
25. Public Opinion on World Organization up to the

San Francisco Conference. April, 1G45% .25
26. Public Opinion on Control of Frices ... Weges ... Salarieg

.. during War and Reconversion. June, 1GW5* ... .25
27+ ZFor the Record ... Public Opinion Misses on Russia but

Scores on Worid Organization. September, 1945 . .10
28, What ... Whers ,.. Why ... Do People Read? Janvary, 1946, . . . .30
29. Can the U.N,0. Prevent Wars? February, 194O% . . . . .. 25

“ MIMEOGRAPHED

DISTORTED MATS

{REvisED)]  PORULATION 21 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER == 1040, 8% X 11 INCHES .. ... .10
{REVISED) TOTAL UNITED STATES POPULATION == 1940, S5 X 1t INCHES ... ... .10
DISTRIBULION OF POPULATION, 21 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, STATES AND
METROPOL I TAN DISTRICTIS. N TWO COLORS, 11 X 5 INCHES . .15
DISTRIBUTION OF WORLD FOPULATION. 1 X 15 INCHES o it o+ i e 025
22 X 34 INCHES, BOND PAPER . .. ... ....... 100
SERIES. —~- BASE MAP =—= OQUTLINE MAP OF THE UNITED STATES SHOWING STATES AS
THEY WOULD APPEAR IF THEIR AREA WERE PROPORTIONAL TO THE POPULAR VOTE
FOR PRESIDENT IN 1944.
G~! ROOSEVELT AND DEWEY STATES = G=6 U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1944 ELECTION. PARTY MEMBERSHIP IN THE 79TH
G2 VOTERS_AND TREATY~MAKING POWER. CONGRESS BY STATEZ.
G-3 HOW THE 531 ELECTORAL VOTES REPRE~ G~7 DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN
SENTED AMERICAN YOTERS IN 1944, GOVERNORS ~= 945
G-4 PERCENTAGE OF CITIZENS VOTING IN  G-B STATE-BY~STATE MAJORITIES =~
1944 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 1944 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION.
G5 UNITED STATES SENATE: PARTY .
MEMBERSH1 P IN_THE 79TH_ CONGRESS G-9 “Og EC;?TS;ﬁ‘ETYgggo N4
BY SIATES. RODSEVEL EC °
ALL MAPS B% X 11 INCHES., EACH .. <10
SET OF 10 LTS

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP: $25.00, $5.00, $2.50; SPECIAL LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP: 3 Years-

%5.00. A membership includes all regular reports and maps published by the
enter,

THE NATIONAL OPINJON RESFARCH CENTER
University of Denver
Denver 10, Colorado

OPINION NIWS Fortnightly digest of polls and surveys.
Write for a sample copy.



