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SUMMARY

prog and cons of compulsory military training after the war, the public

definitely favors such a program, according to the findings of the var-

ious public opinion polls.
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9%

63%

61%

70%

of the public would favor pag-
sage of s law requiring one
year's  compulsory military
training for 18-year-old boys.

think that such & reguirement
would encourage similar legls-
dation in other countries.

of adult civilians think com-
pulsory military training
would not dn iteelf lead to

future wars. The 79% includes:
48% who say "It would make no
difference,” and

31% who believe compulsory
military treining would
make fubure wars "Less
likely."”

of the public favor requiring
overy able~-bodied young man to
gerve one year 1in the army or
navy. MaJorities in Australia
and Cansda agree with opinion
in the United States.

prefer retaining the drafi in
peacetime rather than returning
to the regular sarmy system of
taking volunteers only.

would favor a program combining
basic military training with
physical instruction and train-
ing in trades and skxills for
¢ivilian use.




PART I

NORC FINDINGS

COMPULSORY MILIEARY TRAINING IN THE UNITED STATES?

About four out of five pe0ple in the United States definitely Iavor com~

pulsory military training legislation.

NORC interviewers talked with pecple inm cities, towns, and rural areas in
every section of the country -- with farmers, housewives, war workers,
truck drivers, business men, clerks, stenographers, professional people,
gervice workers and wany others -- making up a representative cross-
section of civilians 21 and over. All were asked:

mould you be in favor of or would you be against a law that

would require boys to toke a year's military training after
the war when they become 18 years old?”

Favor military training 777777108 TTTTIITITTITIIITITT"

Oppose military tralning [Eieli: 2 17%
Undecided ] L, = 100%

Included in the 79 per cent are 3 per cent who would favor compulsdry
military training "if the boys were allowed to finlsh school first. ...if

"

the program were like the R.0.T.C. ...1f the boys were not needed at home.

Porsonal interest in such a legislative program appears to have little

influence on an individuval's feelinge. Of parents with sons under 18,
who would be affected by compulsory military training, 77 per cent favor

the idea, while, of people with neither a son or a brother under 18, 80

per cent reply affirmatively.

* THREE PER CENT WOULD FAVOR MILITARY TRAINING JF. «..
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Slightly more opposed to the proposal than other groups are farmers,

women, and residents of the Rocky Mountein and Pacific states. Differ-
ences are small, however, and no individval group differs more than 7 or

8 per cent from the total population.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
These comments, selected from the many expressed by the ?eople inter-
viewed, bring out various shades of opinion on the ilssue and lend flavor

and gubgtance to the percentage figures.

Favor Compulsory Military Training

Persons who mention no particular qualificatilons in expressing their ap-
proval of compulsory miiitary training legislation most often emphasize

the character-building advantages of such training:

"It is good for a young man. It
teachss him now to take orders and Lo
obey -- two things few of our parents
ever teach us., I know it made a man
out of me."

Discharged  vebteran,
Worlid War II,Oklahoma

Wife of textile imr
spector, Upper Darby,

" Tt makes boys better citizens.”

Permsylvania
"Tt!'s a wonderful thing for boys. They Pensioner, FPhoenix,
are not free to loaf on the streets.” Arizona

"A pation is stronger if each young
man realizes his duty to his country.
Training will make them realize it."

Others mention the need for preparedness:

"Militery training gives boys disci-
pline, and in case of another ver they
would be prepared.”

"We shouwld have a good up-to-date Army
and Navy."

Wife of public health
physician,Connecticut

Wife of mechanical
engineer, Connecticut

Craneman, Lorain,Ohio



"I favor such legislation - and I have
two hoys. T feel it might Dbe the

Wife of postal employee,
Towa,

saving of their lives if we .ghowld
become involved in another war."

"So long as foreign countries do it,
we should too.”

Still others add:
"The program should ve gtrictly mili-
tary -- not an educational training --
as Mr, Roosevelt sugzested.”
"Girls should be included, too,"

Oppose Compulsory Military Training:

Mosgt of the people who oOppose

grounds that it is undemocratic:

"I don't believe in forced military
training or forced regimentetion.”

"We came +to this country to be free,
not fighters."

"Compuleory military training leads to
dictatorship.”

"If it were compulsory it would no
longer be a democracy. But I would
favor optional training.”

Ice Salesman, Chicago

Retired  Dbusinessman,
Alhambra, California

Wife of sairplane me-
chanic,; New Orleans

compulsory nilitary training do so on the

Market gardner, Kim-
wood, Connecticut

Insurance broker,
Scranton,Pennsylvania

Refrigeration mechanic
Few York City

Wife of Army lieuten -
ant, New Orleans

Otherg fear peacetime conscription would lead to another war:

"When you prepare for war you are Sure
to have it.”

"I think when you practice certain
things you want ¥o make them effec-
tive. That's what we fought against
in the last way, --German militerism,
Compulsory military training would
cause another war and we are not &
military nation."”

Woman pensioner, Wash-
ington state

Civil engineer,Chicago



Some give egtill differsnt reasons:

"We need our boys at home.”

"They are too young 1o go away from
home, "

"It doesn't take long to train boys.
Why go Europeanli”

"We don't usually have another war
for 20 years, and then it would be
unnecessary.

"If we keep those other mnationg dis-
armed, we wouldn't need to be armed.”

EFFECT ON OTHER COUNTRIES?

Seven out of ten people bhelleve that, if the United Stabes Congress

pasges legislation to establish a progranm

ing in peacetime, other countries will be more likely to establish mili-

tary training programs for their youth.

The NORC question:

“Tf the United States did pass a law

of compulsory

Carpenter, Virginia

Woman tailor, Coving-
ton, Kentucky
Cwner of  hardware
gtore, Ohlo

Housewife, Fairbury,

Nebrasks

Shipyard mechanic,
Portland, Oregon

thot reguired our boys to

take military training, do you think other countries would be

more likely or less likely to require

their boysp?

military training for

More likely

Leps likely

No difference

Undecided 1

Majorities in all groups agree on this guesbion.
and persong with some ccllege tralning reply

larger percentages than the public as a whola,

3%
19%
7% = 100%

"More likely"

I L T

g

Women, adults under L0,

military train-

by somewhat



Of the 71 per cent whe think a compulsory military training program in

the United States would encourage other countries %o Institute similar
 programs, these reactlons are representative: "If we carry a gun, some-
one else is going %0 carry one as well., ...If we needed soldiers, they
can be made in a few weeks anyway.: ...We couldn't ghtop others 1f we did
it ourselves. ...Most countrises have compulsory military training now.
That is one reason some people left their own countries and came here Lo

the Unibed States.”

An Indianapolis insurance adjuster, one of the small minority who reply,
"Less likely,” comments: "In view of the marvelous potential of this

country, other countries would see themselves unable to cope with us."

A retired New Jersey policeman answers: "It makes no difference because

75 per cent of the other countries have compulsory mnilitary training

laws anyway.”

EFFECT ON FUTURE PFACE?

A definite majority «- 79 per cent -- of those interviewed think that
compulgery military training in the United States and other countries

would not in itself lesd to future wars. This 79 per'cenﬁ includes 48

per cent replying "No difference" and 31 per cent answering "Less like-

ly." It is significant that more than twice as many think peacetime

military training would make wars legs likely as think it would make

then more likely.



NORC interviewers asked people in all walks of 1life:

Ifthe—tnttedStates und—othercountries hud Taws—regquiring

their boys to toke military training, do you think it would be
more likely or less likely that there would be wars in the fu-
ture, -or wouldnt't it make any difference?”

Those

ALY with opinions

Compulsory military training would 1h4% 15%
make future wars more likely

Tt would make wars less Likely 31 33
Tt would meke no difference 43 52
Undecided ___Z et

100% - 100%

Outstanding differences of opinion among population groups, sharpened by

the exclusion of the "Undecided” regponges, are shown graphically below:

MORE LESS NO UNDE-
LIKELY LIKELY DI FFERENCE C1DED
ALL THOSE INTERVIEWED v/;5/4/ *é . 100% 7%
R /// o __NJ
BY EDUCATION
T 77
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE fi2%//4 %,
GRADE SCHOOL i////zo%///{
. 4
| BY SECTION
ROCKY MOUNTAIN AND
PACIFIC STATES hz%zk%
NEW ENGLAND AND MiDDLE
ATLANTIC STATES Viast// 1
SOUTH V/S%///*
MiDWEST V//‘/ 8%'/////
BY RACE

WHITES 3%4%&§§. _ Ll
) NEGROES k‘&%/-wéq“ 'w;;ﬁ?jﬁ;fv/

8Y PERSONAL INTEREST
THOSE WITH NEITHER A SON /,
OR BROTHER UNDER 18 ’/14%,///1

" oNoer 18 4 ™ A

4

Ty SR

W

z?/ :/é’;//’l




Differences by Population Groups

Pergons with sons under 18 and persons with neither sons nor brothers
who would be affected by the proposed legislation answer the guestion
almost ldentically. In every population group interviewed, sboub one

half believe that compulsory militery training would make no difference

in the prosgpect of future wars.

Outstanding are resldents of the Rocky Mountain and ?acific gtates, 59
per cent of whom reply "No difference,” when only persons with opinions
are considered. Negroes are the only group with higher percentages re-
plying "More 1likely" than replying "Less likely."” People with a college
or high school background answer "Less likely" approximately three times
as often as they answer "More likeély."” Those with least education are

more equally divided.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
Persons who belleve that compulsory military training in the United
States and other countries will make fubure wars more likely -~ ik per

cent of the cross-section -- add comments such asg these:

"The more you train for war, the more Retired grocer, Wich-
likely there will be wars.” ita, Kansas

"In Germany military treining has led Dairy farmer, near
to war,” Phoenix, Arizona

"At any slight difference the coun- Wife of electrician,
trisg would turn thelr gung at each Portland, Oregon
other."

"The countries would be building them- Truck driver, Pembroke,
gelves up against esach other.” Magsachusetts




The 31 per cent who think peacetime military training will meke wars

less likely remark:

"The stronger the armies are, the
less likelihood of war."”

"When Americsns heve training they
are the best in the world, and other
counbries would be leery of starting

anything."

"We would be prepared and would have
any other nation stopped before they
started.”

"Other countries would be afraid to
fight us then.”

"Legs likely -- 1f a good internation-
al police force ig maintained.”

compulsory military training mskes no difference

" Wife of house painter,

Helens, Montana

Crdnance plart employes,
Tooele, Utah

Wife of newspaper man-~
ager, Pennsylvania

Housewife, Marshall,
Indiana

Saleslady, southern
Californis

A wide variety of comments come from the 48 per cent who believe that

in the

future wars:

"If there is going to be a war, noth-
ing will stop it."

"If they are going to fight,they will
Canyway."

"You ain't hurt if you get the train-
ing. According to the Bible, you'll
have wars anyway."

“"¥t isn't this militariem that causes
warg; it's the politicians.”

"It isn't the boys that make the wars.
They Just fight for the old timers.”

"The old country will fight anyway."

"We thought that i1f we didn't have an
army we wouldn't have a war, That
didn't work. “As long as we are in
the ascendancy and behave ourselves,
they won't attack us.”

Engineer's wife, Balti-
more

Carpenter,
Virginia

Blacksbhurg,

Farmer, near Laurin-
bury, Borth Carolina

Ingtrument maker,

Washington, D. C.

Carpenter, Fnglewood,
Colorado
Woman pensioner,

Spokane, Washington

Furnace manufacturer
Portland, Oregon

likelihood of



COMPARTSONS

Tt is of interest to comphre opinions on compulsory military training

with opinions on related issues. Areas wlere differences are small are
Just as significent in their own way as are areas where differences are

large. For convenience, .only those with opinions are considered.

Of persons who FAVOR compulgory
niliteary training in the United
States:

9% think compulsory military
training in the United
States and other countries
will mgke future wars more
likely.

39% think it will make future
wars less likelg.

52% think it will meke no 4if-

ference, - 100% *

68% believe the United States
will fight another war in
50 years.

72% would like +o see the
United States join & pogb-
war worid organization.

62% +think such an organization
will  be run chiefly by
Great Britain, Rugsia, and
the United States.

56% believe Rusgia's kind of
govermment will affect
other countries.

82% think that before Pearl

Harbor, Pregident Roosevelt

tried to keep the United
States out of the war.

90% think that before Pearl

Harbor the President should
have tried +%¢ keep the
country out of war,

Of persons who OPPOSE compul-

sory military training in the
United States:

43% think it will make future
wars more likel .

8% +think 1t will make wars
less likely.

kg% think it will make no
difference. = 100% *

75% believe the United States
will fight another war
in 50 years.

63% would 1like to see the
United Stabes juin a post
war world organization.

65% think such an organiza-
tion will be run by "the
big three."

55% belleve Russia's kind of
govermment will influence
other countries.

59% +think FDR tried to keep
the United States out of
the war.

89% think FDR should have
tried to keep out.

¥ BECAUSE THE FIRST THREE COMPARISONS ARE BASED ON THE SAME QUESTION, THE PERCENTAGES
ADD TO 100 VERTICALLY. EACH OF THE REMAINING COMPARISONS 1S BASED ON A DIFFERENT

QUESTION, NOT INTER“RELATED VERT{ CALLY .

- 10 -



. PART IT

FPINDINGS OF OTHEER POLLS

GALLUP

Since 1938 the Americen Institute of Public Opinion (Gallup Poll) has
used & number of survey questions to measure public opinion regarding

compulsory military training.

Before Pearl Harbor

The Selective Service Act was silgned by President Roosevelt on September
16, 1940, and registration took place one month later. Between Deacember,
1938, when Gallup first measured opinion on compulsory military training
and August, 19%0,public opinion on the issue completely reversed itself,
During the first yeai' and a half covered by the Gallup trend the propor-
tion of persons with opinions endorsing conscriptlon intreased from one-
- third to one-half the population. During June, 1940, approving opinion

Jumped to nearly two-thirds,where it remsined until Congress took action.

Gallup asked:.

"o you ‘think every able-bodied young mar 20 years old should
be made to serve in the Army or Javy for one year?™

1938, December 37% 63% = 100% *
1939, October 39 61 *
1940, June 2 50 50 1
June 23 ol 36 6
July 28 67 33 7
Avgust 11 66 3k 8

* NOT REPORTED

- 11 -



Women and people iIn their twenties

favored +the proposal by somewhat

gmaller majorities than did the population as & whole. ¥

In October, 1940, after the passage of the Selective Service Act, Gallup

agked:
"Are you in favor of the selective draft in principle?”
Tes No Undecided
United States 849 10% 6% = 100%
New York City only g0 L 6
Midwest only 78 15 7
Af+ter Pearl Harbor

Nesrly two years after the United States entered the waf, the American

Institute of Public Opinlon bvegan the measurement of public opinion on

the issuve of peacetime wmilitary training.

Results indicate that atti-

tudes on the guestion are becoming stabilized:

"pgfter this war ls over,

do you think every able-bodied poung

man should be required to serve one yeor in the Army or Havyr"

Yes

1943, July 66%
Novermber 63

104k | September é3.

Gallup finds men slightly more in favor of +the measure than

No Undscided Yoo
T (Opinions Only)
27% 7% = 100% 1%
29 8 68
23 14 73
women,

persons in the 30 - 49 age group more in favor than those either younger

or older, and Democrats giving more
representative reaction:

us in the back then.”

*TANDTHER GALLUP OUEST[ON, ASKED IN AUGUST
OPINTON3

BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18 AND 32 TO SERVE !

"Yes" replies than Republicans., A

"Maybe the Japs would not be so guick to stab

'44, INDICATED THAT 71% OF PERSONS W!TH

WOULD "FAVOR INCREASING THE SIZE OF OUR ARMY AND MAVY B8Y DRAFTING MEN

N THE ARMED FORCES FOR ONE YEAR."

- 12 -



COMEARISONS
Questions on pescetime military training hesve been asgked by Gallu Polls

“in four Inglish-speaking nations. During 1943, opinion compared as fol-
lows:

PERCENTAGES APPROVING
COMPULSORY MILITARY Great Britain Canmda  United States Australia
TRAIN NG .

All those interviewed 484 56% 66% 79%
Porsons with opinions 58 6o T2 g2

Great Britain

In March 1943, the British Institute of Public Opinion asked:

"Hould you approve or disopprove if military conscription were
continued after the warp"

Avprove L&% Disaoprove 35% Undecided 17% = 100%

Opinion in Great Britain veried widely among population groupg, as is
shownt by the chart bslow:

PERCENTAGES APPROVING PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION

A1l those interviewed VI TTTRe&1 777777771
Mon I I
Women s Iy
Personsg 21-29 years of age 07777777777§§%7777Z
Persons 30 and over T ST TN
Upper stendard-of~living
group VLR T T T T T T
Middle . VLB 101
Lower VIR LTI

- 13 -



Canada

When the Canadian Institubte of Public Opinicn repeated the question in

November, 1944, an increased percentage desired compulsory military
training after the war, and the "Undecided" percentage had decreased

glightly. The CIPO question wag worded:

"dfter the war is over, do you think every able-bodied poung
mon should be required to serve one year in the Army, Yavy, or

4ir Force?”

Yos No Undecided
1943, March 56% 349 10% = 100%
194k, November 60 32 8

Auesgtralia

Also in 1943, the Australian Public Opinion Poll asked a commonwealth

crosg-sections

"Skould compulsory military training for young men continue
after the warg?

ngoniled Th = 1005

Continue T9% Stop 14%

"Men and women held almost identical opinions. Iven among people on the
lowest incomes (who usually give the highest vote against any form of
compulsion), the 'No' vote was only 20 per cent.” Typical comments were:
"Yos, a country caught napping goes ﬁo the wall,” and "No, <this war

should be the last.”

When the 79 per cent in favor of peacetime military training were asgked:
11 s _ o . . »

Which would you prefer - a year's continuous training at about 18 - or,
gay three years' spare-time training with short annual camps?" two out

of every three persons replying favored spare-time training, because "it

would glve boye a chance toc learn a trade.”

- 14 -



FORTUNE
Fortune ¥ has reported public opinion regarding several aspects of the

problem. The three key questions:

"After the war do you think the United Stotes should draft all
young men for a certain amount of Army training during peace-
timep"

Yes 69% No 21% Undecided 10% = 100%

"After the war do you think the ‘United States should draft all
young men for a certain amount of Army training duringé peace-
time or should we go bock to the regular Army system of taking
volunteers only?.”

Draft 62% Volunteers 20%  Undecided 9% = 100%

" "After the wer do pou think the United States could have an
arny targe enough for the country’s needs by taking volunteers
onty?”

Yos Lo%  No hog Undecided 16% = 100%

e —————p. skt

Almost half of the public, Fortune finds, would suggest one year ag the
length of such training, with only 29 per cent advocating a training
period of two years or longor. Three out of four (76%) would stert the

program for young men at or before the age of 18.

"In other words," Fortune comments, "the Army would await a boy at the
high school gate and give him his first brush with the outside worid be-

Tore he took a job or went to college."

*JULY, 1044

- 15 -
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TOWA. POLL...

The Iowa Poll, sponsored by the Des Moines Sunday Reglster, recently re-

orted opinion in the "tall corn state" regarding several aspects of can-
P

pulsory military training. The salient points revealed are:

71% of Iowans would congider a ’goo& idea" Congressional pas-.
sage of "a law requiring a year of compulsory mﬁltary gerv-
ice for 18-year-old boys after the war is over.'

45% +think such a law “showld be passed now before the fighting
ends," while 41 per cent think "we should walt to see what
happens after peace comes.”

70% of the Iowa cross-section would favor a program conbining
basic military training with physical instruction and train-
ing in trades and skills of civilian use. (19% prefer one
year of strai, gtraight military training and 4% a combination of
military and CCC work.)

55% think that road~bullding or forestry work under the pro-
' gram should be paid what the work is worth. (35% favor $50
a month basic military pay for such service.)

59% of Iowans think compulsory military training would make no
difference in 'bhe United States' "traditional policy of
peaceful living, 25 per cent think ib would make some
difference,’ and 16 per cent think it would definitely

lead to aggression,”

This report is based on a nation-wide survey by the Natiomal
Opinion Research Center, University of Denver. The scientif-
ically determined cross-section consisted of a typicel mini-
sture of the population of the United States with the proper
proporticn -- In each geographicel section -- of men and
women, young and old, rich and poor, various minority groups,
and residents of urban, town, and rural areas. This survey
included 2,549 personal interviews. Statistically these are
sufficient to be within 3 per cent correct 997 times in
1,000, It is understood that the Gallup and Fortune surveys
are based on similar cross-sections., The Iows Poll, includ-
iIng from 1,000 te 1,500 cases, should be within 5 per cent
correct 997 times in 1,000.
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