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This special report is based on a nation-wide
spot~check survey made between December 31,
1942, and Januar& 4, 1944, The cross~section
consisted of a typical miniature of the popuw
lation, with the proper proportion, in each
geographical section, of rioh and poor, young
and old, men and womsn, Democrats, Republie
cans, and non-veoters, A "spot-check survey"
consists of fewer interviews than NORC's regu-
lar surveys. This survey includes 494 per-
sonal interviews. tatistiéally thess are
sufficient to be within 6 per cent correct,

99 <times in 100, on all guestions reported,




SUMMARY

Nore then nine out of ten Americans in all walks of life believe that men and

women in the armed forces gshould be able to veote in the coming Presidential

election,

A large majority --sbout three out of four-- think voting cen be made vossible

for most men in the armed forces overssas and on shipboard.

ind == by a preference of two to one -- the public favors federal rather than

state responsibility for getting ballots to service men and women for the

Presidential election next November,

0f a series of guestions on the subject of soldier voting, this one places the
issue most squarely before the public:

"Which one of these two plans, to give men and women in the armed
forces a chance to vote in the coming Presidential slection, do
you prefer?*

1. "o pass a federal law providing for the
Army and Havy to gilve ballots to all men
and women over 21 in the armed forces. 58%

2. "o have each stete send ballots to men
and women over 21 in the armed forces who
will be eligible to vobte under the laws

of their stabe.m” 30
Undecided 7
Armed forces overseas should not vote 5

_ 160%

Nearly eight out of ten Americans think that Negroes in the armed services

should be allowed to vote on the same basis as anyone else,

. Only one person in five thinks that the militery vote would give one party or
the other the edge =~ and opinion is divided as to which party might gain an

advantage.

* This question was not only read aloud by the interviewer, but each respondent
was handed & card with the gquestion printed on it.
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SHOULD SERVICEMEN STATIONED OVERSEAS VOTE?

{ ' 92 [l = 100%
92%  of the public answer "Yes" when asked whether or not men and women

over 21 in the armed services stetioned outside the United States
should vote in the Presidential election next November.

YES 7 MO

p 3 are undecided.
. 5 say "No."
v 100%

CAN VOTING FOR SERVICEMEN BS MADE POSSIBLE?

5O
: LES , !X VOTE
L , _15% To% [ %] = 95% [5Z]

75%  +hink voting can be made possible for most men and women stationed
overgeas or on shipboard.

g are undecided.
11 feel thet servicemen's vobing cannot be handled satisfactorily.

_,i don't think soldiers should vote.
100%

The & per cent who think that soldiers should not vote at all were asked: "ihy
do you think soldiers should not vote?" The main reasons given are that ser-
vicemen cannot be reached or that they won't know the men who ars running. Here
are some typical comments:

Grocery clerk's wife, New York City -~ "The soldiers aren't here
and they don't know what is going on,"

Lawyer, Chicago == "I think political considerations should not
. : be & part of army life ... and I think the mechanics of the-
. thing are impractical.”

Farmer's wife, Louisiana ~~ "The soldiers aren't here and can't
. keep up with what's going on, and for that reason shouldun’t
be sllowed to vote."

Carpenter, Colorade == "They're too scattered. Many couldn't
get their votes in." :

Writer's wife, Chio =~ "It's just my own conviction. I don't

think they would know enough about the candidates."




WHO SHOULD BB I CHARGE: THE STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT?

. Pederal State ? Vﬁ%ﬁ
L 57% /777 269 777} 125 1= 953 3|

57% of +the public think the federal govermment should be in charge of
sesing that men overseas are given a chance to vote.

26 -~ less than half as meny -- say the state should bear the respon-
sibility.
", 12 aren't sure which way is better.
_5 think soldiers shouldn't vote in any case.
v 100%

HOW SHOULD THE VOTING BE HiiDLZD?

NC
Federal : State 7
l | 587 /711/ 3o [/ 7% = 95%

58% believe a federal law should be passed providing that the Army and

Navy distribute balleots to all men and women over 21 in the armed
services. '

30 say that each sbate should send bellots to all servicemen and women
of voting age eligible to vote uander state laws,
7 still aren't sure,
_5 don't think scldiers should vobe.
100%

Persons who think +the federsl govermment should be responsible for getting the
ballots to the soldiers give as some of their reasons:

Shipfitter, Brooklyn =~ "To insure uniformity and equality  of
voting opportunity."

Blderly roominghouse keeper, Phosnix =~ "There would be uniformity

and less politics with national supervision -- theoretically,
at least.”

Rural mail carrier, Illineois -~ "The federal govermment conbrols
the army, navy, and marines. The commanding officer should
have charge of making it vossible for them %o vote."

Executive secretary, St. Louis =~- "They have the facilities forumi-

- . fying it. Otherwise thers would be 48 different ways of hand-
ling it."
. Persons who favor state supervision of the soldier vobte mention these points:

Woman school teacher, Pennsylveniz ~- "Bach state knows how their
election is run. It would be a more honest vote and would
give the state advantage of an elector vote."

Dreftsman, Detroit -- "Itt's within the state's rights.™




.

SHOULD NEGRO SERVICEMEN VOTE?

YES "Hees 2 NO . V'
. ] 7% bl _127]= 957 lsz]
77% believe that all Negroes over 21 in the armed services should
vote on the same basis as anyone else,

2 say "If they are allewed to vote in their home states.”
» 4 aren't sure.
f. 12 say "No."
; 5 think no soldiers should vots.
o 100% ‘

COMMENTS FROMN THE NORTH

Womsn persomnel resesrch worker, New York City == "Yas. The l4th Amendment
says 'No diserimination.'" -

Packing house clerk, Chicago =~ "Yes., Some people are prejudiced, but if a
man is good emough to fight for his country, he should be allowed to vote."

Fire chief, California =-- "Yes. They shouldn't be deprived of voting Just
because of their color., It all depends upon their intelligence.  That goes
for white people,too. But there are more illiterate Negroes than whites."

Wife of clerk, Pennsylvanis =-- "Yes. They pay taxes."

Machine operator, Chicago -~ "I don't kaow, The northern Negroes that go to
our schools have got sense enough to vote. Those from the South are such
sn ignorant class they don't really know for what they sre voting."

Contractor!s wife, Illinois =-- "Yes, if they are allowed to vote in their own
state,"

Shipworker*s wife, Pennsylvania == "Wo. I don't like them."

COMMENTS FROM THE SOUTH

Sales engineer's wife, Loulsiana =~ "Yes, If'they are good enough to fight
they are good enough to vobe."

Retired army officer, Houston, Texas -~ "Only if they are allowed to vote at
hiome .

Chain sbore mansrer, Tennessee =- "No. The Negro in my opinion is not intel-
ligent enough to vote."” '

Woman drug store clerk, Alabema w~ "No. -« not dowm South."

Farmer's wife, Mississippi =~ "No« They are too easily influenced."

Cabinet maker Louisiana =- "Nol Absolutely notii"




WOULD DEMOCRATS OR REPUBLICANS GAIN FROM SOLDIER VOTES?

T ES N.G RS ) ,
, U 21 VL7770 eag [71077047 7104 152 1= 100%
ONLY 21% of the public think that soldiers' voting in the coming election
would help one parbty more then the other.

64 say it would make no difference.

_}g don't know.
100%

Of the 21 per ceunt who think the soldier vote
might have political repercussions ~-

12 think it would help the Democrats.

8 say 1t would help the Republicans.
3 aren't sure which party would benefit.

21%

PEQPLE IN GENERAL ARE UNCERTAIN ABOUT BLECTION LAWS

Foedoral . Stats ? ’
i 7%, 211z 7777 30% } = 100%

37% of the public think the federal goverument decides who can vote
in Presidential elections.

33 believe the state decides.

30 frankly don't know.

Of the &3 per gent who know that the states de-~
termine who votes --

5 +think all state laws are the same.
25 know that they!re different (but

only 14 of these ecan tell correctly
how they differ).

% aren't sure.

THEREFORE ¢nly come perscn in seven has really asccurate
knowledre rogoarding who can vobte in federal elections and
why -- one of the cornerstones of a political democracy.

BUT A LARGE MAJORITY THINK BLECTION LAWS SHOULD BE UNIFORM

[ Sana Mffarenk ?

82% .. o | 127 lez] = 100%
82% think the laws about who can vobte in a Presidential election
should be the same in all states.

12 think they should be different.,

.uﬁ are undecided.




' HERE_ARE THE ACTUAL QUESTIQNS:

(In the #rder of their presentastion in the report)

1. Do you think that men and women over
21 in the armed forces who are stationed
oubside of this country should be able
to vote in the Presidential election next
November, or don't you fhink they should?

Yes, Should 92%

No, Should not 5

Don't know 3
100%

&, (If "Should not" to 1) Why do you
think they should not wvote?

(IF "SHOULD NOT", SKIP TO 6)

2. Do you <think it cen be made possible
for most men in the ammed forces overseas
and on ships to vote in the Presidential
election next November?

Yes 75%

No : 11

Don't krow 9
95%

3, Which do you think should be in charge
of seeing that men overseas are given s
chence to vote in tHe coming Presidential
election,the federal or the state governs
ment ? :

Federal 57%
State 26
Don't know 12
95%
A+ Why?

4, Vhich one of these two plans, to give
‘men and women in the smed forees a chance
to vote in the coming Presidential elee-
tion, do you prefer?  (HAND CARD TO RE-
SPONDENT . ) :

A.To pass a federal law provid-
ing for the Avmy and Havy to
give ballobs to all men and wo-
men over 21 in the armed Fforces. 58%

B. To have sach state send bal-
lots to men and women over 21

in the armed forces who will

be eligible +to vote under the

laws of their state. 30

Don't know ' 1
95%

- B -

5. Db you think Negroes over 21 in ‘the
armed forces should be allowed to vobe
or not?

Yes : 7%
Yes, if gqualified in home state 2
No 12
Don't know 4
95%

6. If soldiers vote in the coming elec-
tion, do you think i% will help one party
meore than the other?

Yes 21%

No 64

Don't know _EE
100%

A, (If "Yes"™ to 8) Which one? -

7. As you know, there's a Presidentisal
election every four years. Do you happen.
to know whether federal or state govern-
ments make the laws about who can wobe in
a Presidentisl election?

Federeal 37%

State 33

Dontt know 30
100%

A. (If "State™ to 7) As far as you.
know, are the lews about vobing in
Presidential elections the same in
every state or different in some
stataes than in octhers?

Same 4%

Differant 26

Dont't know ‘é
33%

B, (If "Different™ to YA) In what
ways are they different?

Answers given were:

Gorrect 14%
Wrong or doubtful 5
Don't know &
No amswer ey
26%

8. Do you think lews sbout who can vote
in 2 Presidential election should be the

same in all states or do you think they
should be different?

Same 82%

Different 12

Dentt know 6

100%
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