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This special report is based on two nation..

wide spot..check telegraphic surveys made'

duririg'thewe' ek";endsofNovember 27 arid . ; De..

The fir stcemper 4 1943 re5peCt i ve1y.

survey consisted of 488 personal intex-views

the seoond of ;511, 

..-

statistically, these

a total of 999 cases.

are sufficient to be

when the maj or i ty is
within 5, per' c-ent orrect 99 , times in

of the75 per cent

and wit hin 6 per cent whentotal,

divides 50 .. 50.

opinion

100



SUM ARY

Today the question of subsidies is being discussed eV6rYflhere throughout the

nation from the halls of Congress to the corner store. Yet most of the

arguments pro and con are above t he heads of a large proportion of the Ameri-

can people. At the present time about half of the nation' s adult civilians

ax-e not even aware that the government is giving farmers subsidies on certain

products.

On the other hand a large majority of , the people are convinced that higher

prices mean higher wages and salaries. Most Americans also realize that higher

wages and salaries lead to higher prices and they believe that either move

tovmrd inflation would be a bad thing for the countty as a whole.

Eight out often Americans vote against inflation when the issue plaoed

squarely before them. For example,

Ir the government has to do one of these two things
which one would you rather have it try to do?

ALLOVY BOTR PRICES AND WAGES TO
GO HIGHER THAN THEY ARE NOW

........ .

11%

KEEP BOTH PRICES AND WAGES
RIGHI WHERE THEY ARE NOW"

........... 

Don tt know. 

. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

100%

Finally. nine persons out of ten think the government should be trying to keep

prices from going higher. And mor e than seven out of ten think it d be

trying to keep wages and salaries from going higher.

MQre people approve than disapprove t he government s present attempts to koep

bot h prices and wages-and-salaries from going higher but in neither c se is

the approving opidion a clear majority.



MAY PEOPLE DON'T UNDERSTAND SUBSIDIES

. . .

Out of ever 100 er sons interviewed on:

Tihe t her Farmers
Need Hi her Prices

' Gover
pr-esent Subs td

a l iC

The lfeanin
armSubs id

Subsidies
Pro and Con

100

100

"Th1s. dlfferenee (

$ -- 

211

think farmer s are getting as much as they
should for their products.

think farmers are NOT getting
they should.

as much as

don It know.

know the government is giving subsidies
to farmer 

think the government is NOT giving sub-
. sidies to farmers.

don It know.

farm subsidycan explain the term
reasonably accurately.

give incorrect or doubtful explanations.

don It know.

think farmer s should get higher pr ices
for foods they now produce at a loss. 

think farmers should receive government
subsidy payments financed by taxes. *

qualify their answers or just don't know.

Is not signIfIcant statlstleally.
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MOST PEOPLE DO UNERSTAND ROW INFLAT ION WORKS

Out of ever 100 er sons interviewed 

flhat Pri
'Increase

The Desirabi l i t
ion

What the Govern-
ment Should D

bout 'It

think higher food prices lead to higher
prices on other things.

think highe food prices lead to higher
wages and salaries.

think if wages and salaries g higher, then
prices , too, will go up.

think it would be a BAD THING for the
country as a whole if food pr ices should
go any higher than they are now.

think it would be a BAD THIG for the
country as a whole if wages and salaries
should go any higher than they are now.

think the government should be trying to

keep prices where they are now.

57 of these 94 persons would include
ALL prices;

33 would include only SO~

. *

think the government should be trying to
keep wages and salaries from going higher
than they are now.

19 of these 77 persons would include
ALL vmges and salaries;

54 would include only SOME. 

Most people tend to consider their own occupations as among the ex-
ceptions they think should be made to the general ruling. rhite
collar job'S " are most often mentioned, with the more specific desig..
nation "teachers" a close second. Other responses indicated that
most people approve some wage and salary increases for persons em-
ployed in less essential lines whose incomes have not increased as a
result of special mr demands.

In e ch case per cent werel"ry freudng shollld appl,
unable to de!!lde whether pr'c:e and waf/a-
o aYe r yon.. .
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MOST PEOPLE APPROVE TEE GOVENIv1ENT S GENERAL PRICE AND WAGE POUCY

Out of ever 100 ersons interviewed on:

Goverroent
Price Control

believe the go ernment is trying to keep
pricl(s from going higher; 

-- 

lO say it.
isn tt; and 9 don't know.

of these 131 persons think
the government is doing a
GOOD JOB of keeping prices
om going higher; 

say it' s NOT doing a good
job; and 6 don't know.

lla e and
a lar Con tro l

believe the government is trying to do
something to keep wages and salaries
from going higher; 

-- 

14 say it isn't;
and 20 on 't know.

of these 66 think the
government is doing a
GOOD JOB of keeping wages
and salaries from goinghigher; 22 say it I 
NOT doing a good job; and
7 don 't know.

r.9l
think that most food prices are TOO HIGH;--
38 think they are about right; 1 thinks
they are too low; and 5 don It know.
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HERE ARE THE ACTUAL QUESTIONS
(In the order of their presentation in the report)

l. If the government had to do one of
these two things , which one would you
rather have it try to do?**

Allow BOTH prices and wages ll%
to go higher than they are now

Keep BOTH prices and wages
where they are now.

Don t Know.
100%

2. As far as you know, are farmers get-
ting as muoh money as they should for all
the things they produce during the war7*

Yes

Don I t Know

38%

3. As far as you know, is the govern-
ment giving subsidies to farmers at this
time for some of the things they produce?*

Yes
:Jo
Don I t know

49%

100%

4. Will you tell me what the term " farm
subsidy ll means to you?*

Cor ect 43%
rong or doubtfu120

Don t know 

5. If farmers can It get as much money
as they should for some foods they pro-
duce , which one of these two things do
you think it would be better to do?*
(Hand card to respondent.

A. Let farmers get higher prices
for these foods than they do
now.

B. Let the gowernment pay farmers
something out of taxes so they
won It need higher prices.

Qualified answer
Don It know

44%

100Yo

6. If some food prices do go higher' than
they are now, do you think this would af-
fect prices on other things, Or' not7*

Yes

Don 't know

76'

100%
6A. (If ItYes lito 6) Would prices on
other things go up Or' down?

Down
Don I t know

74;

7. If some food prices do go higher thar
they are now, do you think this would af-
fect wages and salaries in any way?*

Yes

Don 't know

73%

100%

7Ao (If "Yes II to 7) Would wages and
salaries go up or down?*

Down
Don't know

8. If some wages and salaries do go
higher than they are now, do you think
this would affect rices in anyway?**

Yes
lio
Don I t know

67%

100%

8A. (If "Yes " to 8)
up or do\'I 7**

Would prices go.

DovV'

Don t t know

65%

*Interviews made November 25-27 , 1943
**Interview6 made December 3-5. 4"3
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QUESTIONS (continued):

9. If food prices go any higher than
they are now, do you think this wou 1d be
a good thing or a bad thing for the
country a a whole?*

Good thing
Bad thing
Neither
Don 't know

If vmges and salaries go any higher
than they are now, do you think this
would be a good thing or a bad thing for
the count as a whole?**

Good
Bad
Neither
Don t ' know

17%

100'70

11. Do you thing the government shou Id

be trying to keep prices from going high-
er than they are now?**

Yes

Don t t know

94%

llA. (If tlYes tt to 11) Do you think all
prices should be kept where they are now,
or do you think some should be allowed to
go higher?**

All
Some
Don I t know

57%

94%

12. Do you think the government s hou Id
be tryin to keep wages and salarie
from going higher than they are now?**

Yes

Don't know

77%

100%

12A.
wages
they
s hou Id

(If nYes " to 12) Do you think all
and salaries should be kept 
are now or do you think some
be a llowed to go highe

? **

All
Some
Don 't know

19%

77%

lIB. (If ttSome U to llA) Y'/ose wages
and salaries would be allowed to go
higher?

-.----..

12. As far as you know, is the govern-
ment trying to do anything now to keep
prices from going higher?**

Yes

Don It know

81%

100%

12A. (If ttYes " to 12) In general, do
you think the government is doing a good
job of keeping prices ftom going higher
or not?**

Yes

Don I t knoW'

47%

81%

13. As far as you know, is the , govern-
ment trying to do anything now to keep
wages and salaries from going higher?**

Yes

Don r t know

66%

1QO%

13A. (If "Yes " to 13) In general, do
you think the government is doing a good
job of keeping wages and salaries from
going higher, or not7**

Yes

Don t t know

37%

66%

14. Do you think the prices you pay now
for most foods Bre about right, or do
you think they re too high or too 10w?*

About right
Too high
Too low
Don I t know

38%

100%
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*Interviews made November 25-27 , 1943
**Interviews made December 3..6, 1943



PUBLICATIONS

REPORTS:

The most recent publications of the National Opinion Research Center are:

War and Peace 

-- 

1943 Edition. March, 1943.

The Reconversion Period from War to Peace. June , 1943.

10. Should the Churches Plan for Peace? July, 1943.

11. What Are We Getting. Vfuat Should We Get?Lend-Lease to En land:
August , 1943.
Attitudes to rd the Axis Peo les. August , 1943.12.

13. Has the United State Territorial Ambitions? September, 1943.

14. September , 1943The \merican Peo le and the War Effort.

15. October, 1943.Public O inion on Gai oline Rationin

16. Are Wars Inevitable? Deoember, 1943.

17. Public Attitudes on, Subsidies

... 

Prices ... Wa es and Salaries.
December l943. Additional copies.............

..................

DISTORTED Nf.A

Distribution of United States Po ulation 21 Years ' of A e and O

, .

State and Metro olitan Districts. 11 'by l5 inche , in c,Olor.

Distribution of World Po ulation. II by l5 inches 

22 by 34 inches , bond paper.

F Series 8t by 11 inohes 

..- 

lO cents each. Complete set.. .!. . 

. . . . . ... .. .

F.. Percenta e of Citizens in Each State Votin in 1940 Presidentia
Eleotion.
Roosevelt and Wil1kie States 

-- 

1940 Elect

3. JIow Each State Voted in 4 Presidential Elections

F.. United States Senate Part Membershi in the 78th Con ress b States.

The Senate and Forei n Polic
16 U. S. Senators.

S. House of Re resentatives Part Membershi

.. 

States.
Democratic and Re ublican Governors 

-- 

1943.

the 78th Con ress

Two Grou s of 8 States Each Havin

How the 531 Electoral Votes Re Dte icap Voters in 940

Com arison of Re resentation in Poll Tax and Free-Votin States.
YEARLY 1 MBERSHIPS: Individuals - $25 00; $5. 00; $2.50. Libraries 

-- 

$1. 50.
A membership includes all reports , maps , and other publications of the Center.

TneNational Opinion Rasearch: 0enter , Univer sity of Denver
Denver 10 , Colorado
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