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Thiékspeciai report'iskbasea on two natibn*
wide spot-check telegraphic surveys made

" during the week-ends of November 27 and - Des

cember ‘4, 1943, respedtively. The first

survey consisted of’488 personal 1nterv1ews,

the second of 511 ;— a total of 989 cases.

Statlstlcally, these are ‘sufflclent to be

w1th1n 5 per cent borrect 99 tlmes in: 100
_when +the majoriby is- 75 per cent eof the
total, and within 6 per cent when opinion

divides 50 - 50,




SUMMARY

Today +the question of subsidies is being discussed everywhere throughout the
nation ~~ from the halls of Congress to the corner store. Yet most of the
arguménts preo and con are above.the heads of a large proportion of the Ameri-
can peoples A% the present time, aboﬁt half of the nation's adult civilians
are not even aware that the government is giving farmers subsidies on certain

products,

- On the other hand, a large majority of . the people are convinced that higher
prices mean higher wages and salaries, Most Americans also realize that higher
wages and salaries lead to higher prices, and they Dbelieve that either move

toward inflation would be a bad thing for the country as a wholse,

Eight out of ten Americans vote against inflation when the issue is placed
squarely before them. PFor example,

"If the government has to do one of these two things,
which one would you rather have it try to do?

"ALLOW BOTH PRICES AND WAGES TOQ
GO HIGHER THAN THEY ARE NOW,...eev0.11%

OR

"KEEP BOTH PRICES AND WAGES
RIGHT WHERE THEY ARE NOWY,eeeeasese.80

DON'E KNOW.sevesecnanarceesosccosnne O

100%
Finally, nine persons out of ten think the government should be trying to keep

prices from going higher, And more than seven out of bten think it should be

trying to keep wages and salaries from going higher.

Mare people approve then disapprove the government's present attempts to koep
" both prices and wages-and-salaries from going higher, but in neither case is

the approving opirfion a clear majority.

-l e




MANY PEOPLE DON'T UNDERSTAND SUBSIDIES + , .

Out_of every 100 persons interviewed on:

Hhether Farmers 38
Yeed Hiéher Prices

The Goverpment's 49
Present Subsidy

Policy
| 7
44
160
The Meaning of 43
"Farm Subsidy”
20
37
100
Subsidies: : 44
Pro and Con
42
14

100

*This dlfference {443 —~~ 42%]

think farmers are getting as much as they
should for their products.

think farmers are NOT getting a8 much as
they should,

don't know,

know the government is giving subsidies
to farmers.

think the government is NOT giving sub-
" sidies to farmers.,

don't know,.

can explain the term "farm subsidy"
reasonably accurately.

give incorrect or doubtful explanations.

don't know,

think farmers should get higher prices
for foods they now produece at a logs,*

think farmers should receivse government
subsidy payments financed by baxes,*

qualify their answers or Jjust don't know,

Is not significant statistically.
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MOST PEOPLE DO UNDERSTAND HOW INFLATION WORKS

BUT

Qut of every 100 persons interviewed oOns

What Price 74  +think higher food prices lead to higher

Ineregses prices on other things.

Hean

70  think higher food prices lead to higher
wages and salaries,

65 think if wages and salaries go higher, then
prices, too, will go up.

The Desirobility 88  think it would be a BAD THING for the
of Inflation country as a whole if food prices should
go any higher ‘than they are now,

67 think it would be a BAD THING for the
country as a whole if wages and salaries
should go any higher than they are now,

AND
Fhat the Govern- 94  bthink the government shouwld be trying to
ment Should Do keep prices where they are now,
gbout It

57 of these 94 persons would include
ALL prices;
33 would include only SOME,*

77 think the government should be trying to
keep wages and salaries from going higher
than they are now,

19 of these 77 persons would include
R ‘ ALL wages and salaries;
54 would ineclude only SOME,*

Most people +tend to consider their own occupations as among the ex-
ceptbions they +think should be made to the general ruling. "Thite
collar jobs" are most often mentioned, with the more specific desig-
nation "teachers" a close second, Other responses indicated that
most people approve some wage and salary increases for persons eme
| ployed in less essential lines whose incomes have not increased as a
result of special war demands,

*in pach case 4 per cent were unable to de¢lde whather price and wage~
salary freerelng shouid apply to everyona,
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MOST PEOPLE APPROVE TIHE GOVERNMENT’S GENERAL PRICE AND WAGE POLICY

Qub_of every 100 persons interviewed on:

Government
Price Control

Wage _and
Salary Conirol

Food Price

Control

81

66

56

believe the government is trying to keep
prices from going higher; - 10 say it
isn't; and 9 don't know,

47  of these Bl persons think
the government is doing a
GOOD JOB of keeping prices
from going higher; -~ 28
say it's NOT doing a good
job; and 6 don't know,

believe the government is trying to do
something +to keep waeges and salaries
from going higher; -~ 14 say it isn®t;
and 20 don't know.

37 of these 68 <$hink +the
government is doing a
GOOD JOB of kesping wages
and salaries from going
higher; =~ 22 say it's
NOT doing a good job; and
7 don't know,

think that most food prites are TOO HIGH;--
38 think they are about right; 1 thinks
they are too lowg and 5 don't know,



HERE ARE THE ACTUAL QUESTIONS
(In the order of their presentation in the report)

1. If the government had to do one of
these two things, which one would you
rather have it try to do?*#

A. Allow BOTH prices and wages 11%
to go higher than they are now

OR
Bs FKeop BOTH prices and wages 80
where they are now,.
Don't Know,. 9
1007

2¢ As far as you know, are farmers get-
ting as much money as they should for all
the things they produce during the war?*

Yes 38%
No 40
Dontt Know 22

1007

3« As far as you know, ls the govern=-
ment giving subsidles to farmers at this
time for some of the things they produce?*

Yes 45%
To 7
Don't know 44

100%

4, Will you tell me what the term "farm
subsidy" meens to you?*

Correct 43%
Wrong or doubtfuld0
Don*¥® know 37

106;0

5. If farmers can't get as much monsey
as they should for some foods they pro-
duce, which ons of these two things do
you think it would be better to do?*
(Hend card to respondent.)
A, Let farmers get higher prices 44%
for these foods than they do
NOWe
B, Let the government pay farmers 42
something out of taxes so they
- won't need higher prices.
Qualified answer
Don't kmow ' 1

- N

6, If some food prices do go higher than
they are now, do you think this would af-’
fect prices om other things, or not?*

Yeos 76%
No 18
Don't know 8

100’;0

gh, (If "Yes"bo 6) Would prices on
other things go up or down?
Up 74%
Down 1
Dontt know
7 6%

7. If some food prices do go higher tharn
they are now, do you think this would af-
fect wages and salaries in any way?*

Yes 73%
No 21
Don't lmow 8

100%

The (If ™es" to 7) Would wages and
salaries go up or down?*
Up 70%
Dowm, 1
Don't know 2

75;0

8. If some wages and salaries do gZo
higher than they are now, do you think
this would affect prices in anyway?**

Yes 87%
o 28
Don't know 5

100;0

84, (If "Yes" to 8) Would prices go
up or down?**
Up 85%
Down 1
Don't know 1
67%

*Interviews made Nowember 25-~27, 1943
**Interviews made December 3-5, 1043




QUESTIONS (continugd):

9, If fopd prices go any higher than
' they are now, do you think this would be
a good thing or a bad thing for the
country as a whole?*

Good %hing 5%
Bad thing 88
Neither 3
Don't know 4

1 06?0

10. If wages and salaries go any higher
than they are now, do you think this
would be a good thing or a bad thing for
the country as a whole?**

Good 17%
Bad &7
Neither 6
Don't know 10

1007

1l1. Do you thing the government should
be trying to keep prices from going high-
er than they are nowi**

Yes 94%
HNo 4
Don't know 2

106?0

118, (If "Yes" to 11) Do you think all
prices should be kept where they are now,
or do you think some should be allowed to
go higher?#**

57%
33

_ 4
9&%

12. Do you think the government should
be trying to keep wages and salaries
from going higher than they are now?**

A1l
Some
Don't know

Yes 77%

No 15

Don't know 8
1007

124, (If "Yes” to 12) Do you think all

wages and salaries should be kept where

they are now, or do you think some
should be allowed to go higher? **
A1l 19%
Some 54
Don't kmow 4
7%

G

11B. (If "Some" to 114) Whose wages
and salaries would bs allowed %to go
higher?

12, As far as you know, is the govern=-
ment trying to do anything now to keep
prices from going higher?**

Yeos 81%
No 10
Don't know 9

100;0

128, (If "es" to 12) In general, do
you think the government is doing a good
job of keeping prices from going higher,
or not?¥*

Yos 47%
Vo 28
Don't know 8

T

81 /0

13. As far as you know, is the govern=
ment trying to do anything now to keep
wages and sslaries from going higher?#**

Yes 66%
No 14
Don't know 20

100%

134, {(If "Yes" %o 13) In general, do
you think the goverument is doing a good
job of keeping wages and salaries from
going higher, or not?¥x*

Yes 37%

No 22

Don't know 7
66%

14, Do jou think the prices you pay now
for most foods are about right, or do
you think they're too high or too low?*

About right 38%
Too high 56
Too low 1
Don't know _5
100%

*Interviews mads November 25-27, 1943
**Interviews made December 36, 1943
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