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Why this R ort....

The 'Church has been f)r:Lti ed in S'0me quarters
for not deaH;ng more squarely with 'Oontro.1Irsial
war issues. " Some people feel dissa,tisfied with
the ChUach as a vi tal, dynamic , contemport;y
minded organism.

Other people , however, insist that they "want tb
get away from the warn when they go: to ohv.rch.
They disapprove of religious leader$ who dis..
cuss economic, political, or diplomatic q\1
ti01s, even if these have a""direct bearing upon
the ina.l vaaee settlement.

8tHl others oolieve tha.t civilization is dootned
unless ar&ligious revival takes place through..
out the wor 10. .

With these widely divergent public attitudes
r-ega.rding; rEi Hgtou$ leadership in mind, the
NatiQnal Opinion Re earchCenter presented to
a nationa.lcross sectionthr questions de-
sign\jd to discover wha.t .Ariotin$ think the
Church shculd dc , and vtnat they think it will
do concerning pe ce plfi1' !iter the war.



S U )JLM A'l 

'rwo O\.t of three .Ari.o s (63%) be HEre

tba1; p nring for peaoe is a letiitimaite

:fetion ()f the church. Almost a.ll

these .."" 57 per cent of the entp-e ct $s..

section . also belie that Catholics

Jews , a.nd Protestants should un te on

a. stngle ea.oe pla.n. But only half as

many (2 think these religious groups

Itctudlyw:iJl get together a.nd a.gree on

a united pea.c pla.n.



IS PLANNING FOR PEACE A LEGITIMATE CHUCH FUNCTION?

Almost two-thirds of the total cross..section think the churches should
make lans for the eace followin the war.

Should Plan
)l1/flll!t 1111163%/II.///llj/1 (7;J : 100%

One-third believe that planning for peace is not the work of th6
church.

NOT Plan

VII /(//33%/11/ liD

Only a very sma.ll minority are undeoided on this question.

Uridec ided

Among the many divergent groups included in the survey, who often differ
on other issues , there are surprisingly few significant differences in
opinions.

BU.....

PROT:tSTANTS TEND TO BELIEVE THAT PEACE ACTION TH WORK OF THE

CHURCH 140RE THA CATHOLICS AND MORE THAN THOSE UNAFtILIA'rED WITH

AN DENOMINATION.

Protestants
Should Pl Not Plan Undeoided

/1)JIII. I/II/li 9%(II/ii/I//I/(//A = 100%

Gatl1oHc$ fttlll/IIIIII/ raIJ/!l/II(/(lr

Unaffi 1 ia. te d 1I11,1/11 11/1 %/I/(/IZ/11 



ALSO.. . .

Women more than men tend to bel1 ve that planning for peace i$
a proper ahurch f otion. 

men
Should Plan Not Plan Undecided

'llt/7t/fl!i71/1f;8f!(t!J?1/ll/ltL/A = 100%

Men Vilil /!ZJ//'J I/llJl//1l171r 

' ,

59r

AND....

People in metrop()1itan ar a$. of ore than a million population
are leMt oonv oed that peaoe pl,anning shoul" cQncern the churoh.

Lar st metropolitan
are as 

Should Pbn
11/1111/f;I// %7ZI/lllZ7/l1J:

N'ot Plan Undeoided
= 100%

Other urban areas 'I/! il; II II 1/ 1;e%I!1 111(f! II /I!I!)

VI 

/ / 

II ;II; 1/// &YJ.l/I///11 11(1 

29%

Rura 1 are as

FURTHEm.aRE . . . .

More people in the upper economic and educational groups believe

that "peace pl ing is the work of the church" than do less

privileged pel"sOn$. Sectionally, the South is most convinced

that planning fot' peace 1! a church function. Lea(it convinced

are residents of the New England and Middle Atlantic states and

the Pacific and Mountain' tates.



SHOULD THE CHURCHES COOPERATE IN FOmILAT ING PEACE PLAS?

the 63 par cent who said they fee 1 the. t Elanih for pea.ce is a

legitimate i'unction of the church re asked if they thought Catholics

Jews, and Protestants should ha.ve their own sepa.rate peaoe plans or if they

should all get tQgether and agrM on one plan.

Almost all 

-.. 

57 per oent 

..- 

think the religious groups should

uni te on a single plan.

V/f/l/II////(5 %/JI/JI//(I/IQ

;: 

63%

small minorit r se arate lans.

. . . . . .

'"'I

- . " .-

' L.

- () (

Only a andful are dec ided

AGAIN. . . .

Among the various population groups there is relatively consistent agreement.

The differences in opin1on among xnmbers of various re ligions anq the

unaff11i ted are consistent with their responses tG the previol question.

. Pr"otestants The 69 out of' \?ach 100 who think churol'es snould plan for
peace divide as rouows:

Single Plafi 
(llIZ/71/1Z11//6. !1//1Ii/lil/(/ 6:\ '9'

.. . . . . ... ..

ndecided

Ca: ho lios The 8 out of eflh 100 who thi1'k cnurchas s ov.ld plan for
peace div'i..de:

tlill/I/ll/7/ 7'1Tl!(ljli2!$! ;: c5

ftil:ia.tetl The 51 out of each 100 who thihJ.ch rches shQ ld ple)i tor

peaoe divid

II/i tl/1/1// //t//tll(tr! = 5),

* Catholics record fewer 5% "Undecided" votes on this question.
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WiLL TH CHUCHES CET TOGETHR ON A SINGLE PEACE J?UN?

The 57 per cent who thought the churches should unite on a peace plan, when
asked if they thought the churches do so , answered as follows:

l'i J;;ii(

VC:J

29 per cent = 5'/

18 per cent

10 per cent
Undeo ided

THUS..,..

About half those who think the churches SHO:rLD get togetper

on a. sin le peace pla.n believe the actuall WILL do so.

HOWEVER. . . .

The religious groups and the unaffiliated divide somewhat
differently.

Protestants The 62 out 01' each' lOO thinking the chu1:ohes should plan
together answer:

VI/III/illi /'i /jj/lil ilJ fill 

Wilt NOT UndeO ide d

: : : : : : '

= 62

Catholics The 54 out of each 100 thinking the ohurches ",hould plan
together answer 

Vilil I I I III/l / 2%/1 ((iI 1/1/7/1 lit :::I

::::

: 54

Unaffiliated The , 47 out of each 100 thinking the churches should plan
togetnar answer:

rI)! IiI (20f/1 III /)//1

: :: :: :

;: 41

THEREFORE... .

Among 9.11 persons unffiliated with any denomination about ONE IN
FIVE thi e c urc es w ill to e er, Amon 

Jews . and Protestants tha roportion is NE IN T E. *

*Included in tqe survey is the correct percentage of Jews in proportion to
the total population. The actual number is small, however, and it is
questionable whether the group is truly representative of the total Jewish
population of the United States. The efore the Center hesi ates to quote
percentage liable to so high a degree of error.



QUES 10NS AN COMMENTS

The eXMt wording of the survey questions and some of the individual
comments follow:

Question: Do you think that the bhUrQhes should make plans for the kind
of peace which should be established after the war; or don't
you think this is part of their work?"

Should make plans
Not their work
Unaec ided

63%

100%

Question: (If "Mae pl$'ns

) "

Do you ink it would be better for Catholic
Jewisl1; and Protestant chu;!chesto have their own separate plans
for world peace , or do you think it would be better if they would
all get toget,'1er and ree on one plan'?"

Should make separate plans
Should get together
Undac :ided .

63%

Comment$ by thos who think the chuJ:ches should get together on one lan:
For pea.ce they would de any thing. 

"Well, if we are to have a Union of Nations ; that would include
unity of churGhes in some form of agreement.

That the church should be the starting plMe for pea.e plans.

Since. religion has suffered from t):is w!;r; the churches should
have their sa.y.

If they oan't unite in this country, how could we expect to
further peace in other countries 

We've grown away from being prejudioed toward each othet't
religiong. We all ha.ve the same goal. 

Comments by those who think Catholios Jews, and Protestants should
ve separate plans:

It I 
don I t be lieve they could eVer agree 

-- 

they tt'ied it in the
Middle Ages and Catholics and Protestants have been fighting
ever s ihoe . tt

ttThere would be more wisdom in.e multitude of councils.



- -

Quest!(m: (If "Get together ) f'
Do you think it is likely that they 

get together and agree on. On$ plan, or not?"

Yes , will get tQgether
Qualified a swer

, won't g t togethef
U:ndecided

29%

57%

Comments b those who thi:nk he ehurches are LIKELY to et together:

It will take muoh sacrifice on an sides of thinking, out it
can be done.

"They will if the war laSyS long enough. 

Yes , as they are already working toward that goal.

We have already stflrtad it here. We have a congress of churches
th.at is ironing out post-war pr blems.

,All iths are being drawn closer togetlier tha:Q ever before.

Comments b those who think the churches are U !KEL'. t to ther:

The Protestants will ohject. 

':The Catholics will object.

I don't think the Jewish people will. 

"There i! too much bigotry and boa$t in all denomi:p.ations. n

Thechurc.hes have tCf learn about brotherly love fir
They have neVer agreed before.

"'lhatt what s w.t

-.. 

qiffer noe of opi:t:i'Pn.

e:nt those who QI,Uf their MS1$X's 

They Should, but thlw will only if we have bett;;? leatl I:s.

Wen, I t)d,nk; t:b.e B~sJd~nt;ct1 et ttrrn t~tt t.et it he t1:

lf t '9ountri $ clin&fttog ther, mt\Mth hu:rehe. can.

Commant$ by those who are Undec ided :

. . ' ,

It is contingent on the intelli,ence of th people woridng to
that end. 

If Catholics nd protestants can forget their dtfferenees.



FACTUAL INFORMTION

.."' . - ": :

r '

The sample population upon which th s study was made is representative,

within a small degree , of error , of the national population 21 years of age

and over. Interviews ware properly apportioned among the adult oivilian

population of each of the nine Census Divisions of the United States.

Wi thin each division the interviews were correctly apportioned among metro-

politan districts, towns in Various size groups , and the rural population;

by age , race, and four standard-of-living groupings.

The survey reported he re is bas ed upon 2, 546 interviews. According

to a statistical table copyrighted by the President and Fellows of Harvard

College , this number of interviews should give results within 3 per cent

oorrect 991 times in 1 000,

FUBLICAT IONS

The most recent publications of the National Opinion Research Center are

Distorted Map E: Distribution of World Population. Map of the world showing
oountries of over 100 OOO population as they would ap ear
if their areas were proportional to their popula.tion.
(11 by 15 inche s -- 25 cants; 22 by 34 inches , bond paper -
one do Hal' . )

Report #B: War and Peace -- 1943 Edition. Report of a nation-wide
survay largalydevotad tO Gudy of what sacrifices the

Ame-rioan people may be willing to makt3 to help establish
a world union. Maroh 1943. (40 pages -- 10 cents.

Report #9. The Reconversion Period from War to Pea.ce Report of a
nation-wide s vey on opinion rega.rding; p1oyment. social
security, and other economic issues involved in the recon-
version from aW'rtime to a peacetim ebonom in America..

June 1943. (24 page$ with 12 cha.rts -- 15 eents.

Report #10: (Additional copies -..Should the Churohes P1a fot Pea.oe
10 oents .

For a. complete list of publioations and for information
regarding memberships , write:

'.HE NATIONAL OPINION RESEARCH CENTER
Universi ty of Denver

, Denver 10, Colora.do


