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Napoleon s meteoric rise set the stage for Tolstoy s classic.

WAR AND PEACE. Hitler has reset that stage. Some
people say our lives today are far different from what they

would have been had Hitler remained only Schickelgrubetj

the paperhanger. Hitler s name does not appear elsewhere

in this report. But the subject matter of every question is

set in a world which Hitler tried to mahe and which the

United Nations must eventually remake!

NATIONAL OPINION RESEARCH CENTER

University of Denver
Report No. March 1943



w Ii
;; W

;;l-
Ii C

LI(f
jo I=I:

-(7"

tt 

C) ;;
4: :r

;,g

1L 
01l

La ILOo ;5:
(/ .:",0 

r: &

~~~-: 

-(ZO:;

. . ",

LU o"' IiO)- ::i'..z- 0

::"

(\ :;olW 

r: 
lL !-2';Cl

)- 

"'''1-1--ittzo

~~~

o ii
i= ,,5
4: 

.. :: 

0. OI

CONTENTS
Page

Distorted Map showing adult population by states..------.........--... 2
Purposes and Method""h"'h"uu"""h"""'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''h''''' 4
Summary .. ..

... ........... ........... '''' -....... ...... "'"'''''''.''''''''' 

............... 5

PART I The Price of Peace

The United States and a World Union..................... 7
Membership in a Union........................................... 8
Distribution of Power in a Union.............................. 9
The Price of Peace.................................. ,................ 10
Chart: Attitude toward World Union and Possible Sac-

rifices .............................................................. 

PART II Attitudes toward Post-War Problems
United States Post-War Industrial and Tariff Policy...... 14
Acquisition of New Possessions by the United States... 16
Should the United States Help Feed the Axis Countries

After the War?h"" """"""""'"""""""",,,,,,,,,,,,,, 18

PART III Attitudes toward War

Are Wars Inevitable?''''''''.'''''''''''''''''''''''''h'''''''''' 21
Preparing for Peace ''''''''''''''''''..h........................ 23
How Much longer Will the War last?...................... 26

BREAKDOWNS ..................................................c....................... 28
Factua I Information.......................................... ..................... :.. 36
Facts About the National Opinion Research Center................... 38
List of Publications.....................................................................



SUMMARY

A carefully selected nation wide cross-section , a typical miniature
of the entire civilian population over 21 years of age, was ques-
tioned by the Center s national staff of personally trained inter-

viewers.

The distorted map on page 2 graphically shows the relative weight
of each state in the cross-section. Each state is shown as it would
appear if its area were proportional to its population of adults 21
years and over. This map also divides the country into four geo-
graphical sections.

For the size of cross-section, the geographical distribution of inter-
views, the division of economic level , and other data , see Factual
Information on pages 36 and 37.

Most Americans express willingness to make the sacrifices neces-
sary to win the war. What sacrifices are they prepared to make to win
the peace?

Because of the widespread interest in many phases of post-war
adjustment, and because of the importance of public opinion on these
issues, the National Opinion Research Center has devoted an increas-
ing number of survey questions to post-war problems. The chief em-
phasis in this report is on exploring the degree to which the American
people are wiling to make those economic and even political "sacri-
fices" which some experts consider fundamental to the attainment of
permanent peace.

On almost every question two distinct points of view can be ob-
served. These may be called, for want of better terms

, "

internation-
alist" and "non- internationalist.

" "

Internationalists" are mainly those
people who see the promise of lasting peace in a world union and are
willing to have the United States assume a role of leadership and re-
sponsibility, but not of domination, in such a union. To them interna-
tional cooperation should be the keynote of the United States contri-
bution to the post-war world, and they are willing to make both
economic and political sacrifices to see a world union developed into
a functioning organization. " Internationalists" are also willing that
the Axis nations be permitted gradually to resume their places in the
family of nations.

The term "non-internationalist" is descriptive of an attitude 
cautious and limited cooperation" held by many Americans. The
non-internationalists" feel that if a world union should be .tried at

all , the United States should hold a dominating position in it. They
expect to be repaid for lend- lease materials, to receive reparations from
the defeated Axis, and to . protect themselves from future exigencies
by making our nation as economically self-sufficient as possible.

Today seven out of every ten Americans think the United States
should join a union of nations if one is formed after the war. Since
last July (1942) opinion on this question has failed to shift signifi-

. cantly. Clear majorities also look forward to the participation in such
a union of Great Sritain , Russia, the Latin American countries, France
Sweden, and Spain, in a declining order of popul rity. * . A bare major-
ity would also favor Italy s joining a world union, but only a minority
would support membership for Germany or Japan. .

A strong minority seems to feel that the United States must assume
a position of powerful leadership in any union of nations. Of the

PURPOSES

Because of the influence American public opinion is likely to have
on post-war affairs, the Center is conducting a series of surveys to
sound out such opinion. This report covers the third such nation-
wide study. It is largely focused upon determining what sacri-
fices, if any, the American people are willing to make to help
establish a world union after the war. Opinions are also included
on the United States post-war industrial and tariff policy, the ac-
quisition of new possessions, the inevitability of wars, and other
vital questions.

METHOD

TIME OF SURVEY

The int rviews on which this survey is based were made between
December 31 , 1942, and January 16, 1943.

SPONSORS

The National Opinion Research Center has been established by a
grant from the (Marshall) Field Foundation , Inc. of New York City,
in association with the University of Denver

*For China, ee page 8.



entire cross-$Ectlon 62 per cent favor joining a union on an equal foot-
Ing witn Creat Britain; 55 per cent on an equal footing with Russia
and only 28 per cent with Germany.

A unique phase of this survey is the question series presented to
determine what "sacrifices " if any, the American people feel they are
willing to make in order to give a union of nations the chance to estab-
lish and maintain peace. Of every hundred persons interviewed 82
say they are willing to stay on a rationing system for as long as 5 years
after the war to help feed starving people in other countries. Seventy-
five would be willing to have part of the American army remain over-
seas for several years after the war to help establish order. Sixty-four
say they would agree to pay more taxes for a few years while the new
union was being organized, even if people in other countries couldn
afford to pay as much. In other words, clear majorities of the Ameri-
can people consider these "sacrifices" worthwhile. However, only 41
persons out of every hundred say they are willing to forego lendclease
repayment or to cooperate in an international disarmament program.
And only 28 seem willing to lower American tariff barriers or to forego
reparations payments from the Axis nations. Only minorities feel that
these last four suggested "sacrifices" are worthwhile.

About half of the American people believe that after the war the
United States should attempt to become self-sufficient by developing
its own industries, while about half believe we should keep on buying
from other countries.

On the question of what policy the United States should adopt after
the war in regard to acquiring new land and possessions, a plurality of
41 per cent support the Atlantic Charter in saying that the United

States should be satisfied with the amount of land in the world she had
before she entered the war. Only 10 per cent vote for getting as much
new territory as possible. .

A majority of the American public approves either giving or selling
foo to the Axis countries after the war, though there is more willing-
ness to help Germany than to help Japan.

Almost six out of ten persons believe that there will always be
large-scale wars. An equal proportion, however, think that the Allies
should start talking and preparing NOW for the kind of peace we wantafter the war. 

With a perhaps unjustified degree of optimism, 85 out of every
hundred persons interviewed believe Italy will be out of the war by the
end of 1943. Sixty-seven think Germany will be defeated by that time
but only 30 can say as much for Japan. A year ago three persons out
of every ten thought the war would last until 1946 or longer; now only
one person out of ten holds that view.

PART I

7M 'P'e 01 'Peae
THE UNITED STATES AND A WORLD UNION

With the nation s leaders emphasizing the all- important need for
winning the peace as well as the war, the desirability of establishing
some sort of world union of nations has been one of the most widely
discussed aspects of post-w r planning. A definite majority of Ameri-
cans appear to favor the general idea of a union of nations and approve
the participation of the United States in such an organization. The
National Opinion Research Center has presented this question three
times in the past eight months without finding significant shifts of
opinion. *

If a union of nations is formed after the war, do you think it
would be a good idea or a bad idea for the United States to join it?"

Today September, 1942 July, 1942

Good Idea.......................... 69%. 68% 72%
Qualified Answer """..m.. 5 
Bad Idea '''''''''''''''''''''.m 16 15 
No Opinion..............m..... 10 14 

100% 100% 100%

SIGNIFICANT. Of every six Americans, only one is opposed to the
United States' joining a post-war world union, four consider such a
move a good idea , and the remaining one either qualifies his approval
or fails to express ijny definite opinion.

Comments made by various respondents often refer to the old
League of Nations experiment. Some want the new organization to
retain the good points of the League but to be more powerful and
effective. The wife of a college professor in Pennsylvania says

, "

should (join it) if it is really a League of Nations, . . . but not on a
strictly nationalistic basis." Others condemn the idea because of their
disillusionment with the old League. 

Greatest approval is found among those groups whiCh have higher
than average incomes and more than average education. Occupation-

ally, persons in these groups are found mainly in white collar jobs and
include professional people and those in supervisory positions. Resi-

comparison with a similar question asked in February, 1942, see Report No. 2, pag;9s
5. March. 1942.



dents of the Rocky Mountam and 'Pacific states indicate slightly more
approval than people in the rest of the country. (See page 28 for fur-
ther analysis of this question.)

membership, and those in the 21-40 age group are somewhat more in
favor of membership than are people over 40.

DISTRIBUTION OF POWER IN A UNION

The 69 per cent who favor the United States' joining a world union
the 5 per cent who reply, "Yes, if . . . " and the 10 per cent who
express no opinion-a total of 84 per cent of the sample-were also
asked:

MEMBERSHIP IN A UNION

The 69 per cent answering "Good Idea" and the 5 per cent who
qualified their answers were then asked: "Do you think Sweden should
be in the union?" This query was repeated for several Allied and Axis
powers as well as neutral countries. For the sake of comparison, the
per cent answering "Yes" to an identical question asked last August
is shown in the first column.

July, 1942
(Aug. Report)

Yes'
China

' .............................

72 %
Great Britain''''''''''h...........
Russia .............................

The Central and South
American CQuntries.u.....

France ................................

Sweden ""........nu"_ '-...._.nu.
$pain2 """"--u_""",,,,---,,,,.-,,

Italy ................................. .40'
Germany ...........................40
Japan .................................40

If the United States has only the same amount of power in
the Union as Great Britain (Russia) (Germany), would you be in
favor of our joining it, or against our joining it?"

TODAY Total
Qualified Approving

Yes Answer Opinion Union:

72% 74%
= 74

= 74
= 74
= 74
= 74
= 74
= 74
= 74

PER CENT OF TOTAL
CkOSS-SECTION

Great Britain Russia Getmany
Favor ............. 62% 55% 28%Against ........ 13 18 
No Opinion...... 9 11 

34%

PER CENT OF THOSE ANSWERING
THE QUESTION

Great Britain Russia Germany

74% 66%

84% 84% 84% 100% 100% 100%

SIGNIFICANT. Of every hundred persons answering this question
74 would favor American cooperation on an equal basis with Great
Britain; 66 on an equal basis with Russia; and only 34 on an equal basis
with Germany.

Thus it is immediately apparent that, so far as distribution of
pbwer in a post-war union is concerned, the people of the United
States trust Britain somewhat more than Russia , and Russia far more
than Germany, but a minority distrusts Great Britain.

It is probable that these figu res are more representative of Ameri-
can sentiment toward the people of Britain , Russia, and Germany than
of any very intelligent understanding of the details of international
organization. Also it is a matter for speculation just how respondents
interpreted "Great Britain." Some confusion may exist in the Ameri-
can mind concerning the accurate distinctions among the terms: " Eng-
land

" "

United Kingdom

" "

Great Britain

" "

British Isles

" "

British
Commonwealth of Nations;" and "British Empire.

An examination of some of the breakdowns on 'this question
indicates that not only are persons with a college background and
residents of the western pa rt of the United States most in favor of

United States membership in a post-war world union , but they are also
most in favor of an even distribution of power in such a. union, as
opposed to United States domination.

Education makes a difference, especially in the case of Germany,
where 42 per cent of persons with a college background, as compared

SIGNIFICANT. The most striking difference in opinion between
August '42 and February '43 is in the case of France. The per cent
favoring that country s inclusion in a post-war union increased by 9 per
cent. This shift of opinion may probably be attributed to the much-
publicized French cooperation in North Africa and the growth 

of a
somewhat closer entente among the non-Vichy groups and the United
States. This increase is relatively consistent among all populationgroups. 

Differences among the various population groups, which constitute
the total sample, are most noticeable in the instances of Germany and
Japan. (See analysis, page 29,) Those most in favor of both German
and Japanese membership are the upper economic and educational
groups, composed mainly of professional and white collar workers. In
the case of both countries, more than twice as many persons with col-
lege background as with only grade school education approve Axis

ulY there were 72% "Yes" responss end 2% qualified answers total of 74%. sothat these figures are entirely comparable with those of the present survey.
JThe present survey did not include China. The July one did not . include Sweden or Spain.81ncludedin this figur Bre those (about 2%) who favor membership for some, but not all

of the Latin American countries.
tThe three Axis powers were grouped as one on the July survey.



with 20 per cent of those with no more than a grade school education
favor a policy of equal power in a post-war union of nations. Out 
each hundred residents of the Pacific and Mountain states, 37-as
contrasted with only 24 out of each hundred in the South-would favor
the United States ' joining a union on an equal basis with Germany.

In the case of Britain and Russia the differentiation is riot quite so
sharp, but it very definitely exists. (No breakdowns are shown for this
questionJ

THE PRICE OF PEACE

Not
Willing Opinion

14% 4% = 100%

2'8

(f) . . . to allo fore"11 gooa to come Into thla Willi 

:: 

o$n'Of
COUlltry alld compete wit the things we 
grow or make hereven if the price.
Wore lowe,l......................................... 28% 62%

(g) . . . to fo,gct repa'atioll hat is, lIot try to
collect any money from Ge,many 0'
Japan to pay fo, what the war has cost

us and our Alles? .mm.......................... 26 64 
SIGNIFICANT. The first three proposals-continued rationing, an
army of occupation, and continued taxes-receive majority support.
The lend-lease question receives a plurality on the negative vote, and
the other three propositions-disarmament, change in tariff policy,
and no reparations-are disapproved by a majority vote. The lend-
lease and tariff questions elicit a somewhat larger "No Opinion , vote
than do any of the others.

For purposes of comparison a table has been compiled (see page
30) showing the per cent from each category in the cross-section voting

Willing" on each one of the question series. The "No Opinion" tal-

lies are excluded in this table to facilitate comparison.
In the analysis by men and women there are three "sacrifices

upon which the differences may be considered significant. Women
are more willing than men (by a margin of 8 per cent in each instance)
to continue rationing and to support a disarmament program. By a
margin of 7 per cent, men are more willing than women to have part
of the American army remain overseas for a time to help establish
order after the war.

In only one instance do the two age groups differ to a significant
degree--8 per cent of persons between 21 and 40 years of age, com" .
pared with 46 per cent of the "over 40" group, support the disarma-

ment proposal. Obviously majorities in both categories oppose the
idea.

In most questions of economic and social interest, the economic
and educational breakdowns are rather closely related, following a

very similar pattern of gradation through three levels, That is, if the
college group shows the highest proportion of " international" atti-
tudes, the grade school group will show the lowest proportion, with
the high school group falling in between. On these "sacrifice" ques-
tions, however, the possession or lack of at least some college training
seems to be a critical factor in the forming of internationalist attitudes.
There is little differentiation between the high school and grade school
groups on these questions, while the college group stands out in the
willingness of its members to make the sacrifices.

In fact, in all questions except one both the upper economic and
the college group are most wiling to accept the various sacrifices.
The single exception-rationing-indicates that persons in the lower

10% = 100%

Proceeding upon the thesis that approval of a post-war world union
would be of no value unless there were behind it a genuine will to make
such a union function , the Center asked a series of questions to deter-
mine just what sacrifices, if any, the A!1erican people are willing to
make for the sake of a world union. The seven "sacrifices" finally
selected for this question series were chosen after a careful study of
the various publications of individuals and organizations devoted to
post-war planning. Before asking the questions, interviewers read the
following two short paragraphs to each respondent in order to present
a common frame of reference for the questions themselves.

People who think they ve found out why the League of Na-
tions failed are now preparing for a new union of nations, if we win
the war. Nobody can say for sure whether a new union would end
all wars or only lead to worse ones.

In order to try out a union of nations as a possible way of pre-
venting wars, would you yourself be wiling or not wiling

Wlilin.
(a) . . . to stay on a rationing system in this

count,y for about 5 yea.. to help feed

the starving people in other countriesl. 62 %

(b) .. for part of the American army to remain
overseas for several years afte, the war
to help establish o,de,l......................... 

(e) . .. to pay more taxes for a few years wh ile
the new union was being organized, even
if people in other countries couldn t af..

fore to pay as muchl...mnm........m...... 64

(d) . . . to conside, mo.t of the lend-lea.. mate-
riala as aid to the Alles and not expect
any payment for them?......................... 41

(e) . . . to give up our army, navy, and air force,
If all othe, nations would do the samel.. 4 



income brackets are most willing and the higher economic group
least willing to , continue rationing after the war. Since the upper
income groups are probably more inconvenienced by the rationing, this
difference is not sUrprising.

Especially significant are the considerable margins by which the
upper education and economic groups, in contrast to the middle ahd
lower categories, approve foregoing lend-lease payments from our
Allies and reparations from the Axis countries. Contrasts on the same
questions can be observed in the occupational breakdowns between the
professional-business and other groupings. (See page 30.1

By and large, few differences of opinion are found in the sectional
and "size of place" breakdowns. . However, some interesting differ-
ences do appear. For example, 85 per cent of the sample in the West
and South are willing to have the American army remain overseas after
the war to maintain order, while in the North and East the figure is
only 77 per cent. Fifty-four per cent of people in the South, as against
only 39 per cent in the Midwest and 46 per cent in the balance of the
nation, are willing to consider the bulk of lend- lease shipments as gifts.
People of the West and South are somewhat more willing than those
in the North and East to continue to pay more taxes than other coun
tries during the reconstruction period in order to support a world union.
-'ifty- three per cent of farm residents approve disarmament;, as

opposed to considerably smaller proportions (38-43 %) for urban dwell-
ers. People in the great metropolitan districts are least willing to have
the army remain overseas.
CROSS-TABULATION. It is interesting to compare the responses of
the same persons on the question of United States' membership in a
world union and on the sacrifice questions. The following table sum-
marizes this comparison.

How Those Approving and Disapproving United States Membership
in a World UnionAnswer the Sacrifice QuestionsWILLING NOT WILLING

ATTITDE TOWARO ' WORL UNIO ANO POIBLE SARIFICES

QUESTION: "If a union of, notions il formed after
tht wor do y'ou think It would b. a good idea or
a bod ,Clea for the United States to join it 1"

Good Idea Bod Idea 
Qualified lC No Opinion 

ii"

;,"," . ' ' ' ' , ,. "

";i:

/;;

*r .

. '

QUESTION: "In order to tryout a union of I\ations
0$ a possible way of preventing wars would you
be willing or nof wi! ling to:

Willno Unwiliino eg No Opinion 

. .. . ' ' "

.i)?'

\.. \";

Continue Rationing for Five Years after the War

Keep Army Overseas a Few Years after the War

I .'

..'

:..'i

...' ...

Pay More Taxes while World Union Organized

...' .. .,... .;.

- 8;%"
. c

" ' " -: . ' - . . , - ' . .

- I "

. - ,- ,- ,'" " , - ' - . " " - , .

Worlel World World WorfdUnton Union Union Union
Good Idea .Bad Idea Dlff. Good Idea Bad Idea Diff.

(a) Stay on foo rationing,...... 86% 69% 17 11 % 27% 
(1) Army remain , overseas........ 82 57 25 14 36 (d Pay more taxeL.............., 71 46 25 23 . 45 
(d) forego lend-lease payment. 46 31 15 48 57 
(e) Disarmament """""''''''''' 44 33 II 53 63 
(f) New tariff policy.............. 31 19 12 61 . 70 
(g) Forego reparations...... ...... 31 23 64 68 

It wil be observed that on the first three "sacrifices" supporters
of a world union seem to have the courage of their convictions, but as
the tests become harder the difference between those who favor and
oppo a world union becomes less.

as Gifts

Give up Armed Forces if Other Nations Do Same

Forget Reparations from Germany or Japan



trading complementary products , for example

, "

Buy only what our cli-
mate prevents us from producing,

CROSS-TABULATION. An attitude of self-sufficiency for America
so far as this question is concerned is closely correlated with similar
attitudes on other questions. For instance, of those who favor the
United States joining a post-war world union only 40 per cent feel we
should develop and depend upon our own resources entirely, while of
those who oppose a world union 64 per cent vote to continue buying

from other countries.

PART II

/It! P04-
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UNITED STATES POST-WAR INDUSTRIAL
AND TARIFF POLICY

Of those who favor entering a world union on an equal footing with
Russia , only 38 per cent favor economic self-sufficiency, but the figure
rises to 52 per cent among those who would not enter a union on an
equal basis with Russia. Similar contrasts appear in the case of ,Great
Britain and Germany. Of those who are willing to continue rationing
after the war, 44 per cent vote for economic self-sufficiency, .while
among those who are unwilling the vote is 59 per cent. A similar
pattern can be traced through all the "sacrifice" series, with margins
of difference ranging from 4 to 15 per cent.

People Who Express the Opinions
Shown Below on the "SacrificeSeries 

Students of economics have long been convinced of a fact which
the general public is now on!y beginning to realize dimly-namely,
that international trade and world peace are inextricably bound up
with one another. The Center has in the past asked a number of ques-
tions probing opinion regarding the United States ' industrial and tari
policy in the post-war period. * The present survey includes two ques-
tions on this subject.

After the war, should the United States try to develop its own
industries, like rubber and sugar, to such an extent that we don
have to buy ANY products from foreign countries, OR do you think
that we should keep on buying from other countries?"

Develop Own.................................................... 46%
Keep Buying """''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 42
Both """"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 8
Other Qualified........................................... 2
No Opinion...................... .............--............... 2

100%

Have THESE Opinions on Post-
War Industrial and Tariff Policy:

Develop Own
Industries

IDllf,

Continue to
Import

(Dilf.

TOTAL ......................................,46 % 42%

(a) Willing to stay on food rationing...... ,44
Unwilling ........................................

(b) Willing to have army remain overseas.,42
Unwilling ................................,.......

(1S%) 32 (12%)

(14%) 34 (11 %)
SIGNIFICANT. The people of the South and persons in the lower
education and income brackets are most in favor of developing United
States ' economic self-suffciency. Persons in the upper income brack-
ets, those with a college background, the professional-white collar
group, and residents of the West and Midwest are most in favor of
intel'nationaltrade. (For further analysis, see page 31,)

Persons who reply "Both" to this question usually qualify their
answers by a statement such as

, "

Buy to keep up trade relations, but
develop our own industries in case we have another emergency. " Oth.
ers express the opinion that our trade should be limited to the Western
Hemisphere, or should be extended to all nations except the Axis
powers. A few advance the idea of following climatic differences and

"Se Roport No. , April, 1942,

(0) Willing to pay more taxes................ ,42
Unwilling .........................,............

(d) Willing to forego lend-lease repayment. ,4 1
Unwill ing ....................................... ,49

(11 %) 

(8%) 40

(e) Willing to disarm if other countries do.,44
Unwilling .....................................,48

(f) Willing to iower tariff barriers.......
Unwilling .......................................

(4%) 40

02%) 
(g) Wiling to forego reparation payments..

Unwilling .........................-.............(13%) 39

Other Opinions includes; for t e T01:AL, 8% who epfy "Both" 2% who make - otherquah led answers" and 3% who. h ve no opinion. Other figures in this column are similarlCQnstltuted.

Other
Opinions

12%=100%

(9%)

(7%)

(5%)

()3%)

(11%)



SIGNIFICANT. Thus it seems thaf the American people are over-
whelmingly in agreement with the Atlantic Charter so far as new over.
seas possessions are concerned. The 10 per cent who say the United
States should try to get as much new land as she can drops to 5 per cent
among persons with a college background and among the upper eco-
nomic group. It increases, however, to just over 13 per cent among
the lower economic and educational groups. Opinion also varies some-
what in the various sections of the country. The South is most in favor
of our acquiring additional territory 04%), and twice as many people
in New England favor this policy (10%) as do in the Mountain and

- Pacific states (5 %). (For further analysis , see page 32.)

CROSS-TABULATIONS. Comparisons of individual answers to this
and to questions previously discussed reveal several interesting rela-
tionships. Of those who believe United States membership in a world
union a good idea, 40 per cent vote for acquiring new military bases
only, while of those who are opposed to our joining a world union, only
29 per cent favor getting only new milita y bases. Of those who favor
giving up our army, navy, and air force if all other nations would do
the same, 29 per cent vote for new military bases, while of those
opposed to such a disarmament plan 44 per cent vote for the bases.
Of those who feel we should develop our own industries, such as rubber
and sugar, 33 per cent favor acquiring new military bases, while of
those who sanction international trade, 40 per cent favor acquiring

military bases.

The question under discussionis tlosely related to (f) in the "sacri-
fice" series. Of the entire cross-section only 28per cent express them-
selves as willing "to alloW foreign goods to come into this country and
compete with things we ' grow or make here-even if the prices were
lower." Of those who answer "willing" 50 per cent favor international
trade, as contrasted with only 39 per cent of the "unwilling.

ACQUISITION OF NEW POSSESSIONS

BY THE UNITED STATES

A fundamental consideration involved in any peace settlement in
which the United States participates is the policy of this country re-
garding possessions outside continental North America. According to
the Atlantic Charter the United States seeks "no aggrandizement, ter-
ritorial or other " and desires "no territorial changes that do not accord
with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned.

The following question , asked at intervals of about five months
indicates that American attitudes are fairly well crystallized, with

opinion almost equally divided between a policy of retaining only land
possessions held before the war and a policy of acquiring new military 
bases extlusively.

Which of these four statements comes closest to what you
think the United States should do about new land and possessions
in the world after the war?"

Today
(a) The United States should give up

all the land outside the United

States that is difficult to defend.. 7 % 

(b) The United States should be sat-
isfied with the amount oj land in 48 %

~~~

;;r
e ::. ::

...

41 
(0) The United States should try to

get new military bases but noth.
ing else ...... '.......................m... 37

(d) The United States should try to
get as much new land in the
world as she can.................... 

No Opinion ......................m... 

100%

People Who Express the
Opinions Shown Below on
Preceding Questions

Have THESE Opinions on Acquiring
Land After the War:

August March
1942 1942

40% 47%

100% 100%

Be Satisfied Miltary A9 Much
Give with Pre. Bases Land as

Up Land War Land Only Possible Opinion

TOTAL 

..........................

41% 37% 10% 5%=100%

United States Membership
in a World Union

Good .Idea ...........................

Bad Idea .........................

Disarmament

Willing ......m.......................
Unwilling ...'hO"'."u.-..."."..".

Post. War Industrial and
Tariff Polioy

Continue Import............
Develop Own Industries........

. As the. IntervIews for the March report were made before; the faU of the Ph1Upplnes; the
(b) part of this question reed: E'The United States shQuld be .1atlsfied with the emount of lend
In the world she has now.



SHOULD THE UNITED STATES HELP FEED
THE AXIS COUNTRIES AFTER THE WAR?

One of the many problems which must inevitably be faced in the
post-war period is the degree to which the United States, as a leader
oUhe United Nations, should be responsible for feeding the rest of
the world. In the present survey one question is devoted specifically
to American attitudes on supplying the Axis countries with food.

Among the occupational groups, professional , business, and white
collar workers outvote at! other groups in favoring the gift policy

toward both Germany and Japan. (For further analysis of this ques-
tion , see page 33,)

COMPARISONS. It seems clear that the American people are more
willing to help feed Germany than to help feed Japan. But Americans
are even more willing to help feed the people of the Allied and con-
quered ter-itories when the war is over. In March, and again in August
1942, more than 90 per cent of a national cross-section expressed
themselves in favor of feeding people in "some of the countries of the
world" if they are starving after the war. 

If the people in Germany (Japan) are starving right after the
war, do you think the United States should sell them only what
food they can pay for, or send them food as a gift if they can t pay,

or not send them any food at all?"
GERMANV

Give ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''m'''''' 39%
Sell............................................... 41
Send None .................................. 16
No Opinion ........m.. '.................... 4

JAPAN

30% The present report shows that 82 per cent of the cross-section are
willing to "stay on a rationing system in this country for about 5 years
to help feed the starving people in other countries." (See page 10J

Other recent survey questions indicate that out of every hundred
Americans 90 favor sending England and Russia additional food even
if it means more rationing at home. Eighty-five per cent of the same
cross-section approve the government s policy of sending food to .the
people of North Africa.

100% 100%

SIGNI FICANT. Every question asked by the Center comparing Amer-
ican attitudes toward Germany and Japan reveals more bitterness
toward the latter. * In the present query, about twice as many Ameri-
cans think the Japanese should receive no food from us as think the
Germans should be left to starve. This proportion remains reasonably
consistent throughout the breakdowns. The lower economic and edu-
cation groups express most hostility toward the Japanese. For exam-
ple, 38 per cent of those with a grammar school background , against
only 19 per cent of those with a college background , say: "Send no
food to Japan. " The comparable figures for Germany are 22 per cent
(grammar school) and 8 per cent (college).

Again, persons with a college background are most in favor of
sending food as a gift, their vote being 54 per cent in the case of
Germany and 46 per cent in the case of Japan. Exactly half as many
(23 %) of respondents with a grammar school background favor send-
ing food as a gift to Japan.

CROSS-TABULATION. Of those who think United States member-
ship in a world union a good idea, 44 per cent favor giving food to
Germany after the war, 42 per cent favor selling it, and 12 per cent
say "Send none." The balance of the cross-section, 2 per cent, vote

No Opinion." Of those who disapprove of United States member-
ship in a world union, 28 per cent say "Give " 40 per cent say "Sell
and 27 per cent say "Send none." A respondent's viewpoint regarding
a world union makes little t;ifference in the willingness to sell food
but it definitely seems to condition attitudes on giving food or not
sending any at all. An examination of the entire table indicates that
those responding in an "internationalist" manner to the other ques-
tions tend to favor giving food, while those responding in a "non-
internationalist" manner tend to favor sending no food at all.

The .following table indicates the relation between opinions 
previous. questions and the question on supplying food to the Axis
countries.

Sectional differences in attitudes toward Japan are not significant
but they are toward Germany. The sample in New England and the
Middle Atlantic states chiefly favors giving food to the Germans; the
sample in the Midwest and South chiefly favors sellng the food, and
those in the Mountain and Pacific states divide their vote almost
equally between these two policies.

"Ibid. pae 1 t.

'5.0 Reprt No. 5, pages 16- , Aug..t. 1942.



---------______n__-

People. Who" Express
Have THESE Opinions on Fe 9 the Axithe Opinions Shown 

Below on Preceding Countries After the War:
Questions GERMANY JAPAN

Send Send
G1ve Sell None Opinion Give Sell Ho"o OpmiOR

TOT At .........

;........

39 % 41% 16% 4%=100% 30% 34% 31% 5%=100%
Unite Stat. Membership

in a World Union

Good Idea................44
Sad 'ldea......

............

Enter World Union on
Equal Footing with
Great Britain 

Favqr ....................45
Aga iriSt

..................

Enter World Union on
Equal Footing with RUlsia

Favor .....................46
Against

"""""....._...

Enter World Union on
Equal Footing with
Germany

Favor .....................

Against

.................

Continue Rationing of Food
Wiling .......--...........43
Unwilling ..................

PostWar Industrial and
Tariff Policy

Continue to ImporL.,49
Develop Own Indu

tries ..

;..........,......

In every instance on the table persons holding a "non.internation.
alist" viewpoint on the other questions (those who consider world
union a bad idea, are opposed to entering such a union on an equal
footing with other nations, etc. say "Send no food" by a defir'ite mar-
gin above those who have an " internationalist"attitude. The differ-
ences are most striking in the case of Japan. For instance, of those
who are wiling to continue rationing food after the war, 28 per cent
think no food should be sent to Jap,ln. Of those unwiling to continue
rationing, 47 per cent think Japan should receive no food-a differ
ence of 19 per cent. On the parallel crosS-tabulation for Germany, 13
per cent of those wiling to continue to ration food say, "Send none
in contrast to 29 per cent of those unwiling to continue rationing-
a difference of16 per cent.

PART III

/ltte4 U'ev
ARE WARS INEVITABLE?

Will there always be large-scale, devastating wars? This, of course
sa question which no living person can answer conclusively. How-

:ever, an individual's opinion on whether or not wars are inevitable is
important, because this opinion may condition his entire outlook on
such questions as post.war reconstruction policy, a world union of
nations, and disarmament. A public already convinced that all war-
prevention measures are futile is a defeatist force working against all
attempts to establish a lasting peace.

The following. question was therefore included in the present
survey:

After the war, do you think we wil be .able to end all wars
between nations, or do you think there wil always be. big wars?"

Can End Wars................................. 27% l
' 34%Depends on Type of Peace.............. 

Always Be Wars ..................,......... 57
Other Qualified Answers................... 
No Opinion................................... 8

100%

SIGNIFICANT. Ofthe 34 percent who believe wars can be abolished
about one in five persons suggests that future peace depends on the
nature of the peace settlement after the present war. For example, a
number suggest that wars can be eliminated only through the estab-
lishment of some sort of world union, league, or court ' with police
power to enforce peace throughout the world. A few think that 
lasting peace depends on completely destroying the Axis powers; and
a handful express the opinion that wars can be ended only if the people
of the world can circumvent the influence of isolationists, politicians,
fascists, and international bankers.

The sub-groups most. hopeful that wars can be ended are, geo-
graphically-the people of the South; economically-those in the
lower income brackets; and educationally_those with a grammar
school education or less. Women have slightly more faith than meh
in the possibilty of an enduring peace, while farmers and small town



residents are more optimi:;tic than are urban dwellers; However, In
every group a definite majority feels that we will always have large.
scale wars. (No breakdowns are shown for this que:;tionJ

In commenting on the results just presented, the Washington col-
umnist Raymond Clapper remarks: *

People Who Expre:;s the Opinions
Shown Below on the "Sacrifice
Se ries

Have THE;SE Opinions on Post.
War Industrial and Tariff Policy

Wars Can
Be Ended

(Dill.

TOTAL ..........................................34 %

Wars Are
Inevitable

(Diff.

57%
What will be the consequences of such public opinion in sustaining post war

arrangements that the Administration may attempt to make in order to give gre ter
promise of preventing another war?

The answer, possibly, is that if 60 per cent or more of the people, ' of those
who have opinions, think there is no way of preventing another big war, then they
are not going to want to see the United States put forth very much effort in trying
to prevent one. Instead they will want all our effort put forth in insuring a strong
military position so that when the next war comes our side will be sure to win it.

(a) Wiling to stay on food rationing........
Unwilling

........................................,

(11 %) (13%)

(b) Willing to have army remain overseas
Unwiliing

....................................

(10%) (8%)

(0) Willing to pay more taxes...........

;.....

Unwiliing

........................ ...........

(11%) (11 %)

(d) Wiliing to forego lend-lease repayment..
Unwiling

..................................

(7%) (7%)

(e) Willng to disarm if other countries do, .41
Unwillng

..........................................

(12%) (14%)

(f) Wiliing to lower tariff bartiers...........
Unwiliing

......................;.................

(4%) (5%)

(g)

Wiliing to forego reparation payments..
Unwilling .....................m............... (6%) (7%)

That would mean a quite different approach to the post war world from
what we attempted after the last war. ,.The League of Nations was built on the
expectation that war could be eiiminated. But if we assume that there wil be
another war, we will not be thinking in terms of another Washington arms can.
ference at which part of our navy would be scuttled. We wil think in terms of
maintaining large military strength, and particularly of keeping our air superiority
up to date for the greatest danger with airpower is its rapid obsolescence.

Public sentiment that believes another war is inevitable will be less. inter.
ested in a broad international organization, in the United Nations, say, and more
interested in allances with powerful nations.

Other
OpinionsS

9%=100%

CROSS- TABULATIONS. Of those who think the United States should
join a post-war world union 37 percent believe that wars can be ended.
Of those who oppose such membership only 25 per cent think wars can
be ended. The following table compares responses to the "sacrifice
series as to their opinions on the inevitability of wars. The consistency
with which persons willing to make the various sacrifices have greater
confidence in the possibility of ending war than do the unwilling is
extremely interesting.

PREPARING FOR PEACE

As evidenced by the results on the preceding question, only a
minority in the United States expresses faith or hope in the possibility
of establishing a lasting peace following World War II. To discover the
public s reaction concerning post-war peace plans, the Center asked
this question:

New York Wortd':Telegram and other papers, February 1 , 1943.

In addition to waging the war, should the Alles start talking
and preparing NOW for the kind of peace we want after the war,
or should we think and plan only for winning the war, letting peace
plans wait?"

Prepare Now..............................................
Wait ............................................................
No Opinion 

""""'''''''''''''''''.................,.......

59%

100%

SIGNIFICANT. In the total cross-section six out of every ten people
(59%) vote in favor of planning now, while we are fighting the war
for the kind of peace we want i)fter the war. ' Analysis of the compo-

lThis figure includes thos who say: "Yes.. , depends on peace,JWOther Opinions" includes, for the TOTAL, 1 % who reply with it qualified nswer and 8%who have no opinion. Other figures in this column are similarly constituted.
8The Center . next survey wil test opinions on the kind of pea e the American peple w.nt.



nent parts of the cross-section, however, reveals wide divergencies of
opinion. The largest vote in favor of peace planning now-77 per cent
-'is given by persons with some college background. Those with a
grammar school education or less vote 49 per cent for preparation now
and 46 per cent for waiting. Seventy-two per cent of the upper eco-

nomic group, as compared with 60 per cent of the middle, and 46
per cent of the lower group, feel present planning ' for. peace is worth-
while.

Sectionally, preparing for peace now receives the largest vote of
approval (70%) from the Pacific and Mountain states; the smallest
(53%) from the South. Sixty-nine per cent of professional , business
and white collar workers, against only 49 per cent of factory and con-
struction workers, consider peace planning practical. In only one cate-
gory, the low income bracket, does the vote for "waiting" exceed the
vote for "planning now." Among. manual workers opinion is evenly
divided. (For further analysis, see page 34,)

CROSS-TABULATION. Comparison of the responses to this question
with those to others asked in the present survey reveals a considerable

degree of consistency among persons who might be said to have either
an "internationalist" or a "non-internationalist" point of view on world
affair

People Who Express the Opinions
Shown Below on Preceding
Questions

Prepare Now
for Peace

(Oltt.

TOTAL ...............................................59 %

United States Membership
in a World Union

Good Idea ..................................

Bad Idea 

.....................................

A 1

Membership on an Equal Basis with:

GREAT BRITAIN

Favor ............................................

Against ..........................................

RUSSIA

Favor ......

..........................................

Against .................

,........................

GERMANY

Favor .............................................
Against ..............

....... ...................

For example, of those who conSider United States membership in
a worle! union a good idea-an "internationalist" attitude-6 per
cent approve preparing now for peace, while of' those who consider
United States membership in such a union a bad idea-a "non- inter-
nationalist" attitude-nly 41 per cent approve preparing now for
peace. The difference is 25 points, which shows a considerable degree
of consistency in opinion among the "internationalists" and among
the "noncinternationalists." Again, of those in favor of entering a
world union on an equal footing with Great Britain-an " international-
ist" attitude-68 per cent favor preparing now for peace. Of those
opposed to equal membership rating-a "non- internationalist" atti-
tude-only 51 per cent favor preparing now for peace. The difference
in this case is 17 points.

In each cross-tabulation on the table the "internationalist" attitude
is shown first, followed by the "non- internationalist.

Sacrifice Series

Ca) Willing to stay on food rationing..........
Unwilling .......................................c..

Cb) Willing to have army remain overseas...
Unwilling 

..................................

(c) Willing to pay more taxes....................
Unwill ing .................

,........,.............

(d) Wiling to forego lend.lease repayment..
Unwilling ............................................

(e) Willing to disarm if other countries do..
Unwilli,;g "

,..................... ,..... ........

Cf) Wil ing to lower tariff barriers.....m....
Unwilling .........................................

(g) Willing to forego reparation payments..
Unwilling ...................................,.....

United States Post-War Industrial
and Tariff Policy

Continue to Import........................c..
Develop Own Industries....................

Have THESE Opinions on "Shall
We Prepare Now for Peace?"

Walt
(Dill.

39%

Opinion

2%=100%

(25%) (23%)

(17%) (16%)

(17%) 07%)

06%) (16%)

09%) (19%)

08%) 06%)

(13%) 04%)

00%) OJ %)

(7%) C7%)

(9%) 00%)

03%) 03%)

08%) 06%)

The questions on post-war territorial policy and feeding the Axis
countries do not fit into the pattern of the table, since more than two



choices are offered, but the responses indicate a definite relationship

in attitudes, For example, of those in favor of gettng new military
bases oniy, 35 per cent say "Wait " while of those favoring getting

all the new territory possible, 51 per cent say "Wait to make peace
plans. " Of those willing to give food to Japan , 74 per cent say "Pre-
pare now " while of those in favor of sending Japan no food atall , only
47 per cent approve a policy of planning now for peace.

HOW MUCH LONGERWILL THE WAR LAST?

About how much longer do you think the war will last?" is a
question which has been used on almost every survey the National
Opinion Research Center has ever made. Public opinion on this ques-
tion'has little intrinsic value , except as it may be related to the amount
of energy people put into the war effort.

,- Results tend to reflect not so much actual events as the manner in
which people react to newspaper and radio reports. For instance, in

mid-February, 1942 , after the fall of Singapore, two out of every three
persons expressing opinions (67%) anticipated a war lasting at least
two years longer from that date. Less than three months later, at the
beginning of May, when hopes were raised by news of American vic"
tories in the Coral Sea and the bombing of Tokyo by American flyers
the per cent expecting two years more of war fell to 29, The figure
rose again , to 51 per cent, in July, when Allied forces seemed in almost
full retreat on the Russian and North African fronts. But Rommel'
set-back and the new Allied offensive in North Africa in November
conditioned public opinion to the extent that at Thanksgiving time only
one out of four Americans (26%) anticipated more than two years of
fighting ahead. It would be dangerous to caW these results measure-
ments of morale; they are, however, indications of morale.

In the current survey, the question was worded to differentiate
popular expectations concerning the defeats of Italy, Germany, and
Japan. Wilen only persons expressing opinions are considered , 85 out
of every hundred think Italy will be out of the war by the end of 1943.
More than half of these anticipate Mussolini's defeat by midsummer,
Sixty-seven persons out of every hundred think the war against the
Third Reich will be successfully concluded within the year, but only
30 believe Japan can be defeated by Christmas, 1943.

TODAY
(J.nUlry 1941)

How long wiU tfto war last wltlt:
Jtolly German)' JapoZn

Vear
War Ex.
pected
to End

A YEAR AGO
(JanUl'Y 1942)

How muc:h 'on er do- yo..
think the W./' will fast from
now?

1942 J 1 %9% (8 Up to 6 mo.
6 mo. l ye..

2 ye.rsUp to 6 mO..,48% 14% 194385% 67% 30%
6 mo. ! year..37 53 

2 ye.rs .....12 27 3 years

4 years

Over 4 years

100%

1944

3 years '''m 2 1945

Over 3 years.. 1946

100% 100% 100%

"""""""""""""""""""""""" ....,. "'.........,....."".

No Opinion.. 9% 13% 13% 16%

SIGNIFICANT. There is a general tendency for people in the upper
income brackets and those with college educations to expect a longer
war than do those on the lower economic and education levels. For
example, 57 per cent of those with at least some college training, as
against 73 per cent of those with a grammar school education or less
expect the war with Germany to end by January, 1944. Forty-three
per cent of persons with a college background, as compared with 23
per cent of those with 8 years or less of schooling, think it will take
more than two years to defeat Nippon. Men seem to expect a some-
what longer war than do women. In the case of Japan , only 26 per cent
of the men, as against 33 per cent of the wom , guess the war wil
end in a year or less.

Some of the sectional contrasts are equally striking. Nineteen per
cent of West coast residents, contrasted with twice as many people in
the South (38%), think Japan will be defeated within the year. Sixty-
one per cent of the people in cities of over half a million population
as compared with 72 per cent of farm dwellers, believe Germany ..ill
be brought to her knees within a year. (For a detailed analysis of

these figures , see page 35,)



BREAKDOWNS: THE UNITED STATES AND A POST-WAR WORLD BREAKDOWNS: MEMBERSHIP OF A POST-WAR WORLD UNION

UNION JAPAN AND GERMANY

If a union of nations is formed after the war, do you think it Do you think Germany (Japan) should be in this union?

would be a good idea or a bad idea for the United States to join it? %of
Total GERMANY JAPAN

Good Qualified Bad Cross..

Answer Idea Opinion
Section Yo. Qual. Opinion Yo. QUClI. Opinion

TOTAL....................................... 69% 17% 9% = 100% TOTAL............ 74% 44% 21% 39% 28%

By Economic Level
By Ail

Upper .....................................
to 40............

Middle ..................,................... 70
Over 40................

Lower ................

.......................

By Economic Level

By Education Upper ...............

...

Middle 'U"n

"--'

Some or Completed College..

:.......

Lower n.n..h_.'.

---

Some or Completed High SchooL.
Grammar School Grad. or Less..... liy Education

By Section
Some or Completed

College .........

New England and Atlantic States. Some or Completed
Midwest ............................... 73 High School....
Pacific and Mountain States........ 78 Grammar School
South ........................................ Grad. or Less....

By Occupation By Occupation

Professiona1 Business, and White Professional Busi

Collar Workers...................... 78 ness, and White

Manual Workers ......................... 65 Collar Workers..

Service Workers nm..n-.-....-._..m... Manual Workers....

Farmers ..--nnnnnn...4U"'.. SerVice Workers

* p'

1For states included in these areas, consult the map on page 2.
Farmers ......n--

$Service workers include the domestic and protective services, beauticians, waiters, layndry 50 footnote on preceding page,
workers, etc. These figures are based on fewer ClIses and are therefore somewhat less reliable
th8n those in the other categories,



BREAKDOWNS: COMPARATIVE TABLE OF SACRIFICES: PER
CENT WILLING

(Excluding "No Opinion

(a) (b) (e)
Continued Army

Ration.. Remain More
Ing Abroad Taxes

TOTAL .... ..................... 85%

By Sex

Men """"""""..nn..''',,,' 
Women ........................ 89

By Age

21 to 40..................n.. 85
Over 40............................ 85

By Economic Level

Upper ..n......."","''''''''' 

Middle ............................ 85
Lower ......nn,................. 87

By Education

Some or Completed College 86
Some or Complete H. 5...... 

Grammar School Grad, or Less 84

By Section

New England and Atlantic
States n.................... 

Midwest ........................... 85
Pacific and Mountain States 86
South .............................. 88

By Size of Place

Metropolitan Oistricts Over
1 Milion....................... 84

. Metropolitan Districts 50
Thousand to 1 Million... 83

Small Towns and Rural Non-
Farm .......................... 86

Farms ''''..n..'"""""",,,,,,, 

By Occupation

Professional, Business, and
White Collar Workers .... 84

Manual Workers ,n.......'", 84
Service Worker ................ 87
Farmers """"'"""""''''''''' 87
lSee map, J)8ge 2.
j;See footnote page 28.

80% 69%

(d)
Lend.
Lease
Gift

46%

(0) (f) (0)Ois.. 
arma.. Tariff Repara..
ment Change fions

43% 30% 30%

BREAKDOWNS: POST-WAR INDUSTRIAL AND TARIFF POLICY

After the war, should the United States try to develop its own
industries, like rubber and sugar, to such an extent that we don
have to buy ANY products from foreign countries, OR do you think
that we should keep on buying from other countries?

TOTAL ..n..... ............................... 46%

By Economic Leve'

Upper .......................

................

. 34
Middle ..................................... 46
Lower .......n............................. 

8y Education

Some or Completed College.......... 
Some or Completed High SchooL.... 45

Grammar School Graduate or Less... 

By Section

New England and Atlantic States.... 45
Midwest '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 39
Pacific and Mountain States............ 36
South ....................................... 60

By Occupatio

Professional, Business, and White
Collar Workers......................... 37

Manual Workers ....:.................... 53
Service Worker .......................... 61
Farmers .................................... 50
1See mllp, page 2,
See footnote, page 28,

Develop
Own

Keep
Buying

42%

Both

Other
Quail.. No
fied Opinion

2% = 100%



BREAKDOWNS: ACQUISITION OF NEW POSSESSIONS BY THE
UNITED STATES

Which of these four statements comes closest to what you
think the United States should do about new land and possessions
in the world after the war?

(a) The United States should give up all the land outside of the
United States that is difficult to defend.

TOTAL ....no"''''''''''....n''nn.... 7 % 4J% 37% JO% 5% = 100%

BREAKDOWNS: FEEDING THE AXIS COUNTRIES AFTER THE WAR

If the people in Germany (Japan) are starving right after the
war, do you think the United States should sell them only what
food they can pay for, or send them food as a gift if they can t pay,

or not send them any food -at all?

GERMAHV JAPAH
Send Send

Give Sell None Opinion Give Sell None Opinion

TOTAL n..............

,.....__.

39% 41% J6% 30% 34% 3J%

By Economic Level

Upper .......-.................,45
Middle ..........n"""",, 'no..
Lower ................

,..........

By Education

Some or Completed College 54
Some or Completed H. S...
Grammar School Grad,

Less

....... ,...................

By Section

New England and Atlantic
States .....................mo45

Midwest..........n..m.....
Pacific and Mountain

States .................n..o4O

South

...........................

By Occupation

Professional, Business. and
White Collar Workers .,47

Manual Workers...m....n

...

Service Workers

,,,,,,,,,

'm..
Farmers ............n..........

:1See map, page 2.
J:See fonote, page 28.

(b) The United States should be satisfied with the amount of land
in the wodd she had before she entered the war.

(c) The United States should try to get new miltary bases, but
nothing else.

(d) The United States should try to get as much new land in the
world as she can. (b) (0) (d)Be As '

Give Satisfied Military Mur:h
Up with Pre Bases Land As

, Land War Land Only Possible

(a)

Opinion

By Economic Level

Upper '.....n..n............................

Middle UU' -r'pnn .n..n.n. .n. -..n-
Lower nU.'d'U'_n h..n-...nn.nn.n...

By Education

Some or Completed College..........
Some or Completed High School...
Grammar School Grad. Lessn...

By Section

New England and Atlantic States..
Midwest ----U----------"'--'----'_'--.--_d
Pacific and Mountain States.m..

..-

South ...'.n-'..___'U_.n" -.--'....-n...nn

By Occupation

Professional Business, and White
Collar Workers .......................

Manual- Workers ........................

Service Workers _......m.-.-_....uu..n
Farmers n.nn',"..._n....nn'n'n.--.._.

:tSe map, page 2.
2See footnote, page 28,



BREAKDOWNS: DURATION OF THE WAR

How long wil the war last with Germany Japan?'
GERMANY JAPAN

6 Mo. 9ver 6Mo. Over No. Opinion
6 Mo. 1 Yr. 2Yn. 2Yrs. 6Mo. 1 Yr. 2Yn. 2Yrs. Germany JalNft

BREAKDOWNS: PREPARING FOR PEACE
TOTAL ...........

....

14% 53% 27% 25% 40% 30% 13%
In addition to waging the war, should the Alles start talking

By Economic Leveland preparing NOW for the kind of peace we want after the war,
or hould we think and plan only for winning the war, letting peace Upper ............... ".. 12

Middle

................

plans wait?
lower

...................

Prpare
Now Walt Opinion By Ed"cation

TOTAL """""'''''...............

."...........................

59% 39% 2% = 100% Some Completed
College .............

8y Economic Level Some Completed
High School....... 13

Upper ............................................................. Grammar SchoolMiddle u..u.....uuo......On..',,'''--U'O'''..'..'.''''.''''''''''
Grad. or less.....lower ................................................................. 46

8y SectionBy Education

New England andSome or Completed College..................

..............

Atlantic States....Some or Completed High SchooL..........................
Midwest

..............

Grammar School Graduate or less....................... 49 Pacific and Moun.
tain States .........

By Section South

..................

New England and Atlantic States.......................
By Size of PlaceMidwest .,.........................................................

Pacific and Mountain States............................... Metropolitan Dis-Soth n"""-o.'._Onno--on......o..O"""'..nn.""""""'"'' tricts Over 1 Mil-
lion ....................

By Occupation Metropolitan Dis-

Professional, Business, and White Collar Workers.. tricts 50 Thousand
Million...... J Manual Workers ................................................ 

Small Towns andService Workers'..................................................
Rural Non.Farm.. l JFarmers ....... ..00.............................. 

"""""""""---

Farms

....................

.1Se map, pa 2.
SSe footnote, pa 28.

By Occupation

Professiona1 Busi-
ness and White
Collar Workers.... 11

Manual Workers..... 18

lBreakdowns on Italy are not Included because there were almost no significilnt differences betweencategories.
aSeo mapl page 2.
-The other two sub groups In thi$ c-ategory are farmers Jgiven directly above) and service workers.

The breakdowns for service workers are not given slnci' they .Ire based on too aw c:ases to be statisticallv&ionlflcant;



FACTUAL INFORMATION

THE CROSS-SECTION. The sample population upon which this study
was made is representative , within a small degree of error, of the na-
tional population over 21 years of age. That is, the sample used is
stratified according to certain sociological characteristics of the adult
population of the United States.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION. Within each of the nine Census
Divisions of the country, interviews were properly apportioned among
the adult population in the metropolitan districts, towns, and rural
areas of that division. For the .urban population the interviews were
apportioned to metropolitan districts and towns in the . correct size
groups; while in the rural areas the interviews were properly appor-

tioned among farmers and non-farmers.

The interviews obtained in each Census Division follow;

Census Division

% of
Cross..dioft

New England ......................u.........m.....""''''''' 6.
Middle Atlantic .......... ....................................... 22.
East NorthCentraL.......................................... 21.

West North Central............................

.................. 

lOA
South Atlantic ....................

.......................",........ 

11 

East South Central.....................................

...

..... 7.4

West South Central ................... ,........--........... 9.
Mountain ...............................

..........

:.............. 3.

Pacific States...................................................... 8.

100.

SIZE OF CROSS-SECTION. As a result of statistical research, it is now
known that a poll will not be accurate , no matter how large a sample is
taken (short of a total census of the entire population), if the cross-

section is not an accurate miniature of the whole population.

According to a statistical table copyrighted by the President and
Fellows of Harvard College , the number of interviews necessary to be
within 3% correct on questions that divide evenly in a national survey
is 2 500. This number is suffcient 997 times in 1 ,000. This same

table adds that HALF this sample, or 1 250 interviews, would be within
3 % correct 962 times in 1 000. Actually, the survey reported here is
based on 2,466 interviews.

AGE AND SEX. Before the war, the adult population could be said to
be split approximately equally between persons over 40 years of age
and those between 21 ,md 40 years. Since Pearl Harbor the ever-
growing military personnel have been instructed not to voice opinions

on matters related to the war effort, so they have been excluded from
the sample. This affects the age and sex distributions rather radically.
After making adjustments for this factor, the resulting sex split on the
present survey is 47.6% men and 52.4% women. On the age distri-
bution, 57.4% are over 40 , with the remainder between 21 and 40.

COLOR. Within each Census Division were obtained the number of
colored respondents proportional to the colored population in that area.
These interviews were properly apportioQed among the urban, rural-

non-farm, and farm residents.

ECONOMIC STATUS. Within each sex group the interviews among
the white population were assigned on the basis of four standard-of.
living categories. The colored people were not assigned on the basis
of economic level , since such a large proportion of them fall into the
lowest income group. For purposes of tabulation the two upper groups
are combined in this report. Persons receiving government aid are also
included within the third group. The economic characteristics of per-
sons in each one of these three groups can be defined roughly as

follows;

UPPER. (26% of the sample)-Those persons who have all the
necessities of life and some of the luxuries characteristic to their
community. Four and one.half per cent of the sample is made up
of what is understood as the prosperous and wealthy group. The
remaining 21 Yz % is made up of persons who can afford some
luxuries, but must choose rather carefully between which ones to
buy,

MIDDLE. (48% of the sample)- This group is catled the great
middle class of America. They have incomes large enough to
maintain an adequate standard of living but can seldom afford

luxuries.

LOWER. (26% of the sample)-This group includes people from
families receiving government aid and also the lowest income non-
relief families. These people have difficulty maintaining an ade-
quate standard of living.
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1. . . to establish the first non-profit, non-commercial organiza-
tion to measure . public opinion in the United States.
Through a national staff of trained investigators, represen-
tative cross-sections cr samples of the entire population
are personally interviewed on questions of current impor-

tance. The National Opinion Research Center, University of Denver, of-
fers the following publications:

PUBLICATIONS

2. . . to make available to legislators , government departments
academicians, and non-profit organizations a staff of ex-
perts in the science of public opinion measurement , and a
highly trained nation-wide corps of interviewers.

3. . . to analyze and review the results of surveys made by other
polling organizations.

Announcement of Purposes..u uu_.___n--n....n.u.__..__ .__n_wunn.u...._

.__

un_____--------_d.Free

REPORTS

1. One Week Before Pearl Harbor. National survey on the opinions and attitudes
of the American people toward the war in Europe--ompleted one week
before Pearl Harbor. December, 1941. (24 pages-25 centsJ

4. . . 2. National Opinion on Current and Post-War Problems. Opinions and attitudes
of the American people toward important economic and political issues.
March, 1942. (32 pagesJ

to create at the University of Denver, a research Center to
discover, test and perfect new methods, techniques and
devices for ascertaining the status of public opinion.

TRUSTEES

3.. Regional Opinion on Vital Economic and Political Questions. Rocky Mountain
survey on attjtudes toward foreign -products of particular regional importance
and opinions toward post-war probiems. April, 1942. (32 pages with mapJ

The National Opinion Research Center was incorporated on October
, 1941 , as a non-profit organization under the laws of Colorado.

Its Board of Trustees consists of these seven members:

Caleb F. Gates, Jr. , Chancellor of the University of Denver.

35. (Supplement to Report No. 3JRegionai Opinion Toward Federal Regulation.
Rocky Mountain survey on federal regulation of gas and electric companies
banks, labor unions, chain stores, and railroads; also Federal versus State
control of ofd age pensions, unemployment insurance, public schools, and
water rights. May, 1942, (8 pagesJ

4. Anti-Inflation Measures. National opinion on tax proposals! wartime regula-
tion of prices, income, and profits. June, 1942. (24 pages with map.)Gordon W. Allport, Associate Professor of Psychology, Harvard

University.

Hadley Cantril, Associate Professor of Psychology, Princeton
University; Director, Office of Public Opinion Research.

45. (Supplement to Report No. 4) National Opinion Toward Federal Regulation.
National attitudes on topics included in Supplement to Report No. 3. June
1942. (8 pages,)

5. A Nation-Wide Survey of Post War and Current Problems. Opinion on politi
cal and economic issues of present and future significance. August, 1942.
(32 pages with map,)

Douglas P. Falconer, Director, The Field Foundation, Inc.; Direc-

tor, Greater New York Fund.

S. Arthur Henry, Attorney for Board of Trustees of the University
of Denver.

6. CUrYent and Post-War Problems. Special graphic supplement. October, 1942.
06 pages with 12 charts,)

Samuel A. Stouffer, Professor of Sociology, University of Chicago.

Louis S. Weiss , Director and Secretary, The Field Foundation, Inc.

7. Testing Polls in Public: Election Booths. Report of an election experiment on
economic issues and candidates. January, 1 943. (32 pages with 4 chartsJ

8. War and Peace-1943 Edition. Report of a nation-wide survey largely de-
voted to a study of what sacrifices the American people may be willing to
make to help establish a world union. March, 1943. (40 pagesJ



DISTORTED MAPS

Population Over 21 Years of Age. Outline map of the United States showing
states as they would appear if area were proportional to number of persons
21 years of age and over, according to latest census figures. (8% by 11
inches,)

Total United States Population. Same as A, based on total United States
population.

Popular Vote for President. $ame as A, based on popular vote for president
1940.

(In color) Distribution of Population, 21 Years of Age and Over, States and
Metropolitan Districts. (No. 4,) (1 1 by 1S inches- lS cents,)

Distribution of World Population. Map of the world showing countries of
over 100 000 population as they would appear if their area were proportional
to their population. (1 1 by 1S inches-2S cents) (22 by 34 inches, bond
paper--ne dollar).

The large number" of requests for these publications makes it necessary for the
Center to cover part of the printing costs and postage by charging 10 cents
each, unless otherwise indicated. Write: National Opinion Research Center
University of Denver, Denver, Colorado.

YEARLY MEMBERSHIPS

Sustaining Member.......

. ..

... """""'''''''''n....m .m. m..nnnnnnmn $25 .
Contributing Member .nn...m....n.....n.......,....

........

.......................... 5.
Subscribing Member......... ...............m..........om....m....................... 2.
SPECIAL LIBRARY MEMBER...................... '.mm..................... ....m.. 1.

A membership includes aU reports, maps, and other publications of the Center for
a period of twelve months.


